And The Binding of Yitzchak- on Behalf of his Descendants a"va
May You Remember it Today with Compassion
TiM Yom lyun Rosh Hashana 5785 - Leah Silver
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And it is written, with regard to human sacrifice: “And they have also built the high places of

the Ba’al, to burn their sons in the fire for burnt offerings to Ba’al, which I did not command,

and I did not speak, nor did it come into My heart” (Jeremiah 19:5). The Gemara interprets
each phrase of this verse: “Which I did not command,” this is referring to the son of Mesha,

king of Moab. King Mesha sacrificed his son, as it is stated: “Then he took his firstborn son,
who would reign after him, and he offered him as a burnt-offering” (II Kings 3:27). “And I
did not speak,” this is referring to Jephthah, who sacrificed his daughter as an offering. *Nor
did it come into my heart,” this is referring to Isaac, son of Abraham. Although God
commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, there was no intent in God’s heart that he should
actually do so: it was merely a test. (Ta’anit 4a)
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Epistemological breaks: the discontinuity of scientific progress

Bachelard was critical of Auguste Comte's positivism, which considered science as a continual progress. To
Bachelard, scientific developments such as Einstein's theory of relativity demonstrated the discontinuous nature of
the history of sciences. Thus models that framed scientific development as continuous, such as that of Comte and

Emile Meyerson, seemed simplistic and erroneous to Bachelard.Through his concept of "epistemological break”,

Bachelard underlined the discontinuity at work in the history of sciences. However the term "epistemological break"
itself is almost never used by Bachelard, but became famous through Louis Althusser.

He showed that new theories integrated old theories in new paradigms, changing the sense of concepts.(Wikipedia)

B) Rav Yosef Ibn Kaspi suggests that we not remove the dialogue between G-d and Abraham from
the context of the ancient Near East from whence it originated and to which it applied - at least in the
first instance. Abraham lived in a world of idolatrous child-offerings, a blood-thirsty god Molech who
demanded that fathers demonstrate their fealty to him by placing their children on his fiery altar
(tragically this ancient and cruel form of idolatry has returned with a vengeance to the present-day
Middle East, with Palestinian parents, teachers and preachers encouraging children not only to blow
themselves up in a raining fire of explosives but to take with them to the burning grave-pyre innocent

Israeli mothers and babies). Hence Abraham was almost expecting the Divine voice to command,

"Take now your son, your only son, the one whom you love, to the land of Moriah, and offer him up
whole burnt offering” is 22:2). And given the fanatical religious climate of the Middle

East, Abraham s S|Ient acqwescence is to be expected of a person of falth rgm this pe sgegt ve,

forth h|s hand and he took the knife to slauqhter h|s son." The deus ex machlna arrives as an angel
of G-d from heaven, crying out, ”Abraham, Abraham’ do not send forth your hand to the lad, and do
not do him any harm, for now | know that you fear G-d and you did not withhold your son, your only
one, from Me”. (Genesis 22: 10-12). Ibn Kaspi would argue that the entire point of this Biblical event

is to teach against child sacrifice, to show how qualitatively different are the demands of a loving G-d
of life and peace form the bloodthirsty cruelty of Molech and his Islamic - fundamentalist heirs. And
for this Biblical commentator, Abraham truly passes this test when he obeys the second command of

the angel. with the end of the verse | last cited perhaps to be translated. "for now | know that you
fear G-d. and you did not remove (hasokh may well be translated to mean to remove, take awa

cause to be absent our son. vour only one, because of Me (m first commandment)" (Genesis
2212 T t ext ntR h| m t mfn mental mntW|thth ition of lbn

Jerusalem Post)
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The parents were particularly concerned with the children. They were afraid that when they themselves
would be killed, the Crusaders would take the children, baptize them and raise them as Christians. The
parents tried to influence the older children to remain faithful, but could not accomplish this with the

younger children. Therefore the parents killed the younger children first. (Koren Mesoret HaRav Kinot)
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6) .How does Avraham deal with this dual challenge? In keeping with the dual aspect of God's
command to h|m, his resgonse also seems to dlsglay a certam duallty While he accegts the command

etween the gromlses hehad recelved thus far and thls new command will somehow be resolved, and
hat thr h Yitzchak he will in merit a multi f ndan

In the Selichot we say, “Answer us as You answered Avraham ourforefather on Mount Moriah. Although
it is not written anywhere in the whole story of the akeida that Avraham prayed, the idea of him praying is
firmly supported by what we have said thus far. All his actions were undertaken with a dual intention:
rayer that the decree would change. and readiness to fulfil God’s command either way. And this da
remember unto the descendants of Yaakov with mercy the bindin of Yitzchak. (R’ Amnon Bazak, ibid.)
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resent | have no solution, but perhaps throu h this chiddush we will f|nd one..... God turns to Avraham
and says to him 'take your son, your only son, the son you love, Yitzchak'. In contrast at the end of the

i when n n angel of that calls to Avraham h ' For now | know that
God fearing, that you did not withhold your son, your only son from me'. It is not written here 'the one you

love', as is done so previously! Something in the nature of the soul of a man screams here to heaven,




when a father raises a knife to his son, he harms the very foundation of Iove He is for certaln 'God

nd at the same t|me we have a I|fe of na mp . We Q ray to The Holy One that he does not test us in this
terrible conflict between 10 and 11 wn (Rav Binyamin Lau: Akeidat Yitzchak Lezaro p106, translation of
Tanya White)

9) In one popular rabbinic interpretation of this story, as the rabbi tells Hannah in Fervor, Sarah
died not from hearing that her son was to be killed but from the shock of hearing that he was still
alive after he was supposed to be sacrificed. Here is what the rabbi tells Hannah: “You may have
heard of refeeding syndrome. When a starved person eats too much too quickly, the body can’t take
it. Insulin levels soar, the heart runs wild. In extreme cases, fatal, instant death. It wasn’t grief that
killed Sarah, but the resumption of ordinary happiness.”  The rabbi’s lesson? “Be cautioned,
Hannah. Do not lose hope.” (commentary.org/seth-mandel/hersh-goldberg-polin-and-the-hope/)
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http://commentary.org/seth-mandel/hersh-goldberg-polin-and-the-hope/
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“He has told you, O man, what is good, And what the LORD requires of you: Only to do justice
And to love goodness, And to walk modestly with your God”;
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For I have singled him out, that he may instruct his children and his posterity to keep the way of
the LORD by doing what is just and right, in order that the LORD may bring about for Abraham

what He has promised him.”
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