DAN, THE DARK AND POWERFUL

Genesis 29:10-30

(10) And when Jacob saw Rachel, the
daughter of his uncle Laban, and the
flock of his uncle Laban, Jacob went
up and rolled the stone off the
mouth of the well, and watered the
flock of his uncle Laban.(11) Then
Jacob kissed Rachel, and broke into
tears...(30) And Jacob cohabited
with Rachel also; indeed, he loved
Rachel more than Leah. And he
served him another seven years.

Genesis 30:1-2

(1) When Rachel saw that she had
borne Jacob no children, she became
envious of her sister; and Rachel said
to Jacob, “Give me children, or I shall
die.”(2) Jacob was incensed at
Rachel, and said, “Can I take the
place of God, who has denied you
fruit of the womb?”

Bereshit Rabbah 71:7

(7)“Jacob’s wrath was enflamed at
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Rachel; he said: Am I in place of
God, who withheld from you fruit
of the womb?” (Genesis 30:2).
“She said: Here is my maidservant
Bilha, consort with her and she
shall bear upon my knees, and I
shall be built through her”
(Genesis 30:3). “Jacob’s wrath was
enflamed at Rachel” — the Rabbis of
the South said in the name of Rabbi
Alexandri in the name of Rabbi
Yohanan: “Should the wise answer
with empty counsel” (Job 15:2) — this
is Abraham: “Abram heeded Sarah’s
voice” (Genesis 16:2). “And have the
east wind fill his belly” (Job 15:2) —
this is Jacob: “Jacob’s wrath was
enflamed at Rachel; he said...” The
Holy One blessed be He said to him:
‘Is that the way one answers the
distressed? As you live, your sons are
destined to stand before her son.’
“Am I in place of God, who withheld
from you fruit of the womb?” — He
has withheld from you, He has not
withheld from me. She said to him:
‘Did your father do thus to your
mother? Did he not gird his loins
opposite her?’ He said to her: ‘My
father had no children, but I have
children.’ She said to him: ‘But your
grandfather did not have children,
and he girded his loins opposite her.
He said to her: ‘You can do just as
she did for my grandfather.” She said
to him: “‘What did she do?’ He said to

nNNITT 1337,(2,7 N"WKR12)
’27 DWa "1 TI0IYN 727 DA
021 :(2,10 21°K) N 1T
, QIR L, T NYT Y7
072K YR (2,10 NWNR12)
N?1%1 :(2,10 21°K) . 2Py
X 1,2y 1,102 00T
19 90K ,"101 R 21 apy?
NN 021y 72 NI 7902 WiTpi
D T°NY 7732w 9771 ,nipTyni
NN RN LTI ’Jsb 'my‘?
15 907 YIn WX P2 079N
YR X2 73mn vIn 7m0 ,103
SAR? 7R 7Y 92 12 10N
M7 AN LTI 17307 1A ND
"IN b:m 0°31 1% 11777 89 "X
ND 72°p1 12 0K 072 %) w
7133 1307 111,072 b i)
ks 1’713’ ‘l'? N LT
IR INWYW ows mwvb
M7 N, ANy n i 0K
A2 7INY ANTY 10700

:33773 T 7277 DN 97 TN
NNX 19 :(,% NPWwR2)
72K D3 713N 179N Na 1192
TN NIg T 5% 17323 1 1
NWXI2) MR T 2y 17332
,07T2K 7337 ’7m IR (T, 5
7337 23211 7307 I 720


http://docs.google.com/Job.15.2
http://docs.google.com/Genesis.16.2
http://docs.google.com/Job.15.2

her: ‘She introduced her rival wife
into her household.’ She said to him:
‘If that is the matter that is
preventing it: “Here is my
maidservant Bilha, consort with
her” —just as that one was built
through her rival wife, this one too
was built through her rival wife.
“Rachel said: God judged me, and
also heard my voice, and gave me
a son; therefore, she called his
name Dan” (Genesis 30:6).
“Rachel said: God judged me” — He
judged me and convicted me; He
judged me and exonerated me. He
judged me and convicted me, as itis
stated: “And Rachel was barren”
(Genesis 29:31). He judged me and

exonerated me — “He gave me a son.”

“Therefore [al ken], she called his
name Dan” — everywhere that al ken
is stated, it is a large population.

Genesis 30:3-6

(3) She said, “Here is my maid
Bilhah. Consort with her, that she
may bear on my knees and that
through her I too may have
children.”(4) So she gave him her
maid Bilhah as concubine, and Jacob
cohabited with her.(5) Bilhah
conceived and bore Jacob a son.(6)
And Rachel said, “God has
vindicated me; indeed, [God] has
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heeded my plea and given me a
son.” Therefore she named him Dan.

Judges 18:25

(25) But the Danites replied, “Don’t
do any shouting at us, or some
desperate party might attack you,
and you and your family would lose
your lives.”

I Samuel 1:10

(10) In her wretchedness, she prayed
to GOD, weeping all the while.

Genesis 49:16-18

(16) Dan shall govern his people, As
one of the tribes of Israel. (17) Dan
shall be a serpent by the road, A
viper by the path, That bites the
horse’s heels So that his rider is
thrown backward. (18) I wait for
Your deliverance, O M7 !

Targum Jonathan on Genesis 30:6

(6) And Rahel said, The Lord hath
judged me in His good mercies; He
hath also heard the voice of my
prayer, and given me a son; and so it
is to be that He shall judge by the
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hand of Shimshon bar Manovach,
who shall be of his seed; and hath he
not delivered into his hand the
people of the Philistaee? Therefore
she called his name Dan.

Rashi on Genesis 49:16-18

(1) ¥ 77> 77 means DAN WILL TAKE
VENGEANCE FOR HIS PEOPLE from
the Philistines, the phrase having
the same meaning as in
(Deuteronomy 32:30) “For the Lord
will avenge (°7°) his people”.(2)
PRIW° *02W XD means ALL THE
TRIBES OF ISRAEL WILL BE AT ONE
with him and he will take vengeance
for all of them. This prophecy
alludes to Samson (Genesis Rabbah
99:11). One might also explain TR
X’ *vaw thus: “[Dan will take
vengeance for his people as did] the
most distinguished tribe (7171717)
among the tribes of Israel” —
alluding to David who was of the
tribe of Judah (Genesis Rabbah
99:11).(1) 19°9¥ is another name for a
vl I am of opinion thatitis thus
called because it hisses (A1) when
biting. Similarly we have, (Genesis
3:15) “and thou shalt bite (115°wn) at
their heel” (cf. Rashi thereon).(2)
D10 °2pY w17 THAT BITETH THE
HORSE’S HEELS — this is the
manner of the serpent. Scripture
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compares him to a serpent that bites
the horse’s heels 71X 1257 79°) THAT
HIS RIDER FALLETH BACKWARD
without it (the serpent) having
touched him at all. We find the
analogy to this in the case of Samson
with reference to whom this
prophecy was made (Judges 16:29):
“And Samson took fast hold of the
two middle pillars etc.” — and those
on the roof died though not directly
attacked. Onkelos translates Wi by
127711 9112, like the serpent
“Churman”, which is the name of a
kind of serpent the bite of which is
incurable. It is the serpent which in
Hebrew is called "17v9X. It is called a
1717 because it destroys (2717)
everything. The word Xin°®21in the
Targum means “and like a 1n9” (like
an asp). M in the Targum means
217X “he lies in wait”.(1) "J¥W?

7 °NMpP ITHOPE FOR THY AID, O
ETERNAL — He prophesied that the
Philistines would put out his
(Samson’s) eyes, and that he would
have to say (Judges 16:28)
“Remember me, [ pray Thee, and
strengthen me, I pray Thee, only this
once etc.”

Bereshit Rabbah 98:14

(14)“Dan will be a serpent on the
road, a viper on the path, that
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bites a horse’s heels, and his rider
falls backward” (Genesis 49:17).
“Dan will be a serpent on the road”
—just as the serpent is found among
women, so, Samson son of Manoah
was found among women. Just as
the serpent is restrained by oath, so,
Samson was restrained by oath:
“Samson said to them: Take an oath
to me” (Judges 15:12). Just as this
serpent, all its strength is only in its
head, so, Samson: “He told her his
whole heart and said to her: If I were
shaved, my strength would leave
me” (Judges 16:17). Just as this
serpent, its venom permeates even
after its death, so, “the dead whom
he put to death in his death [were
more than those he put to death
during his life]” (Judges 16:30).
“That bites a horse’s heels” —
“Summon Samson and let him
amuse us” (Judges 16:25). Rabbi Levi
said: It is written: “On the roof there
were some three thousand” (Judges
16:27). These were the ones who
were at the edge of the roof, but
those who were behind them, and
behind those behind them, no one
knows, and you say: “His brothers
and the entire household of his
father went down, bore him, and
went up; they buried him...in the
grave of Manoah his father” (Judges
16:31)? It is because Jacob our
patriarch requested mercy regarding
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this matter: “And his rider falls
backward” —let all these items fall
backward. “For your salvation I
hope, Lord” (Genesis 49:18).
Because Jacob our patriarch
envisioned him [Samson] and
believed that he was the messianic
king, when he envisioned that he

would die, he said: Will this one, too,

die? “For your salvation, I hope,
Lord.” Rabbi Yitzhak said:
Everything is through hope; [relief
from] suffering is through hope,
sanctification of the Name is
through hope, the merit of the
patriarchs is through hope, the
desire for the World to Come is
through hope. Suffering — thatis
what is written: “Even in the path of
Your judgments, Lord, we hoped for
You” (Isaiah 26:8) — this is suffering.
“For Your name” (Isaiah 26:8) — this
is sanctification of the Name. “And
Your memory” (Isaiah 26:8) — this is
the merit of the patriarchs. “The
desire of the soul” (Isaiah 26:8) —
this is the desire for the World to
Come. Grace is through hope: “Lord,
be gracious to us, we have hoped for
You” (Isaiah 33:2). Forgiveness is
through hope: “For forgiveness is
with You” (Psalms 130:4). What is
written thereafter? “I have hoped,
Lord” (Psalms 130:5). Because Jacob
our patriarch envisioned him and
believed that salvation would arrive
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in his days, when he envisioned that
he would die, he said: Will this one,
too, die? “For your salvation, I hope,
Lord.”

Sotah 9b:6

MISHNA: The mishna provides
additional examples of people who
were treated by Heaven
commensurate with their actions.
Samson followed his eyes,
therefore he was punished measure
for measure, as the Philistines
gouged out his eyes, as it is stated:
“And the Philistines laid hold on
him, and put out his eyes” (Judges
16:21).

Sotah 9b:11

GEMARA:The Sages taught (Tosefta
3:15): Samson rebelled with his
eyes, as it is stated: “Then his
father and his mother said to him: Is
there never a woman among the
daughters of your brethren, or
among all my people, that you go
out to take a wife of the
uncircumcised Philistines? And
Samson said to his father: Get her
for me; for she is pleasant in my
eyes” (Judges 14:3). Therefore, the
Philistines gouged out his eyes, as
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itis stated: “And the Philistines
laid hold on him, and put out his
eyes” (Judges 16:21).

Tribal Lands, Chapter 8; Dan 33

It would take this type of responsive
personality — a messianic
personality, envisioned Jacob — to
defeat the Philistines. Yet this
deeper level of responsiveness and
passion came with dangers. Such a
man would have a grand vision, but
had to be able to control his eyes lest
his personal lusts betray him. The
nezirut of Samson was meant to
protect him, but was not enough to
prevent his wandering, large eyes
from entrapping him. Samson was
Dan: a strong leader with
insurmountable weaknesses.
“Le-yeshuatkha kiviti Hashem!”
lamented Jacob, and the brilliant
flash of Dan receded back into dark
shadows. The patriarch had to look
elsewhere for his Messiah, to a
different son of Rachel who set into
sharp relief Dan’s failings.

Numbers 10:25

(25) Then, as the rear guard of all
the divisions, the standard of the
division of Dan would set out, troop
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by troop. In command of its troop
was Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai;

Rashi on Numbers 10:25

(1) nannn 3% noRn [THEN THE
BANNER OF THE CAMP OF THE
CHILDREN OF DAN SET FORWARD]
WHICH WAS THE GATHERER OF
ALL THE CAMPS — The Talmud
Yerushalmi Eruvin 5:1 has the
following statement: Because the
tribe of Dan consisted of numerous
troops (i. e. was more numerous
than each of the other tribes, except
Judah which marched on the front,
cf. Chapter II), it marched in the rear
so that if anyone of the other tribes
lost anything, he (Dan) restored it to
him. (P17 957 AoRN therefore
means “the one who gathered in
everything belonging to all the
camps”.)

Judges 18:1-7

(1) In those days there was no king
in Israel, and in those days the tribe
of Dan was seeking a territory in
which to settle; for to that day no
territory had fallen to their lot
among the tribes of Israel.(2) The
Danites sent out five of their
number, from their clan seat at
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Zorah and Eshtaol—valiant
men—to spy out the land and
explore it. “Go,” they told them,
“and explore the land.” When they
had advanced into the hill country
of Ephraim as far as the house of
Micah, they stopped there for the
night.(3) While in the vicinity of
Micah’s house, they recognized the
speech of the young Levite, so they
went over and asked him, “Who
brought you to these parts? What
are you doing in this place? What is
your business here?” (4) He replied,
“Thus and thus Micah did for
me—he hired me and [ became his
priest.”(5) They said to him, “Please,
inquire of God; we would like to
know if the mission on which we are
going will be successful.”(6) “Go in
peace,” the priest said to them,
“GOD views with favor the mission
you are going on.”(7) The five men
went on and came to Laish. They
observed the people in it dwelling
carefree, after the manner of the
Sidonians, a tranquil and
unsuspecting people, with no one in
the land to molest them and with no
hereditary ruler. Moreover, they
were distant from the Sidonians and
had no dealings with anybody.

Genesis 31:32-35
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(32) But anyone with whom you
find your gods shall not remain
alive! In the presence of our kin,
point out what I have of yours and
take it.” Jacob, of course, did not
know that Rachel had stolen
them.(33) So Laban went into
Jacob’s tent and Leah’s tent and the
tents of the two maidservants; but
he did not find them. Leaving Leah’s
tent, he entered Rachel’s tent.(34)
Rachel, meanwhile, had taken the
idols and placed them in the camel
cushion and sat on them; and Laban
rummaged through the tent without
finding them.(35) For she said to her
father, “Let not my lord take it amiss
that I cannot rise before you, for I
am in a womanly way.” Thus he
searched, but could not find the
household idols.

Genesis 44:1-5

(1) Then he instructed his house
steward as follows, “Fill the men’s
bags with food, as much as they can
carry, and put each one’s money in
the mouth of his bag.(2) Put my
silver goblet in the mouth of the bag
of the youngest one, together with
his money for the rations.” And he
did as Joseph told him...(5) It is the
very one from which my master
drinks and which he uses for
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divination. It was a wicked thing for
you to do!””

Bereshit Rabbah 92:8

(8) “The goblet was found in
Benjamin's sack” — once the goblet
was found, they said to him: “What

[have you done,] thief who is son of
a thief?’

Judges 17:1-5

(1) There was a man in the hill
country of Ephraim whose name
was Micah...(4) So when he gave the
silver back to his mother, his mother
took two hundred shekels of silver
and gave it to a smith. He made of it
a sculptured image and a molten
image, which were kept in the house
of Micah.(5) Now this man Micah
had a house of God; he had made an
ephod and oracle idols and he had
inducted one of his sons to be his
priest.

I Samuel 15:22-23

(22) But Samuel said: “Does GOD
delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices As much as in obedience to
GOD’s command? Surely, obedience
is better than sacrifice,Compliance
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than the fat of rams.(23)For
rebellion is like the sin of
divination,Defiance, like the iniquity
of oracle idols.Because you rejected
GOD’s command, [God] has rejected
you as king.”

Judges 18:14-31

(14) Here the five men who had gone
to spy out the Laish region remarked
to their clans, “Do you know, there is
an ephod in these houses, and oracle
idols, and a sculptured image and a
molten image? Now you know what
you have to do.”...

(17) while the five who had gone to
spy out the land went inside and
took the sculptured image, the
ephod, the oracle idols, and the
molten image. The priest was
standing at the entrance of the gate,
and the six hundred men girt with
their weapons of war, (18) while the
others entered Micah’s house and
took the sculptured image, the
molten image, the ephod, and the
oracle idols. The priest said to them,
“What are you doing?” (19) But they
said to him, “Be quiet; put your hand
on your mouth! Come with us and
be our father and priest. Would you
rather be priest to one man’s
household, or be priest to a tribe and
clan in Israel?”(20) The priest was
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delighted. He took the ephod, the
oracle idols, and the sculptured
image, and he joined the
people....((30) The Danites set up
the sculptured image for
themselves; and Jonathan son of
Gershom son of Manasseh, and his
descendants, served as priests to the
Danite tribe until the land went into
exile.(31) They maintained the
sculptured image that Micah had
made throughout the time that the
House of God stood at Shiloh.

Tribal Lands, Chapter 8; Dan 66

(66)Eternal Promise Dan presented
startling contrasts that at once
attracted and repelled. To him
belonged raw power and
tremendous self-reliance, but
dangerous vulnerability and
isolationist disquiet menaced those
strengths. Though we have much to
root for, he consistently succumbed
to his flaws; although he was part of
the nation, it remained admittedly
hard to embrace the serpent. But
include him we must, and the best
way to achieve that is by celebrating
the promise and potential that will
be his birthright, forever. Let us
believe that one day, Dan will
emerge as the leader that we all
yearn for, and let us echo the cry of
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Jacob: Le-yeshuatkha kiviti Hashem!

Tamar Weissman
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