“Temuchim be-Deshen Seh Akeidah”: Invoking the Akeidah After October 7th
Dr. Julie Goldstein
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Hebrew Crusade Chronicles

Rabbi Chaninah ben Dosa said: From that ram, which was
created at twilight [after the sixth day of creation], nothing
went to waste. His ashes became the foundation of the inner
altar, as it is written, "Aharon will make atonement on its
horned corners once a year"[Ex. 30:10]. The sinews of the
ram are ten, corresponding to the ten strings of the lyre on
which David played. His hide became the girdle around the
thighs of Eliyahu [the prophet], as it is written, "They said to
him, 'A man, full of hair, with a girdle of hide wrapped around
his thighs... "[II Kings 1:8]. The horns of the ram: The left
one's voice was heard on Mt. Sinai, as it is written, "There
was the voice of the Shofar"[Ex. 19:19]. And the right horn,
which is larger than the left, will be sounded in the future
when the exiles are gathered, as it is written, "It will be on
that day that He will blow a large Shofar” [Isaiah 27:13]

When Avraham was about to tie Yitzhak down, [Yitzhak]
said: Father I am a young man, and fear that perhaps my
body will tremble from fear of the knife, and you will become
troubled and the shechita will be invalid, and the sacrifice
will not be credited to you. Rather, tie me very well.
Immediately [the pasuk says]: And he tied Yitzhak his son.
Can a person tie down a man of thirty seven years if he is not
willing

Here is the fire where is the lamb...At that moment, a great
fear descended upon Yitzchak, as he did not see anything in
[Avraham's] hand to be sacrificed, and he sensed what was
going to happen. He asked "where is the lamb". [Avraham]
said to him: Since you have asked, HKB"H has chosen you.
[Yitzchak] said since he chose me, my soul is given to Him,
though I am pained for my blood. Nonetheless "They both
walked together" one to slaughter and one to be
slaughtered.

The case of R. Moses of Helbo: calls to his sons and presents a new circumstance in which heaven and hell
are open before them. Phase two consists of his question “Into which do you wish to enter?” (Habermann,
34-35, 101-102; Chazan, 238-239, 240, 258-259, 260.)

The case of the children of Isaac ben R. David the Parnas, found exclusively in the text of Solomon bar
Samson. Here, Isaac poses a threshold-type question that allows the children to consider the possibility of
passing over to the status of sacrifice: “Do you wish that I sacrifice you to our God?” The children accede
to their father’s desire, stating “Do what you will with us” (Habermann, 36-38; Chazan, 262-264)



R. Dr. Alan Jotkowitz, “Thoughts on Aliyah and the Akeidah from Israel at War.” The Lehrhaus, Nov. 8, 2023

"The Akeidah is correctly named ‘Akeidat Yitzchak, not ‘Akeidat Avraham and Sarah. For all the tears and
anguish Avraham and Sarah must have gone through, it was Yitzchak who went willingly and put his life on
the line. Likewise, it is our children who are putting their lives on the line to protect the State of Israel.
Three times in the Akeidah narrative it says’ hineini’ (here I am), and our children have answered that call. I
know of no soldier in our community who has refused to serve. On the contrary, I know of many who are
fighting to return to active service after having been released from reserve duty”

Dura Europus Synagogue. 3rd C Beit Alpha Synagogue. 6th C

Hebrew Crusade Chronicles

“..for the Lord chose all that fine generation for himself as his portion, in order to provide merit through
them for the generations coming after them. Thus may it be [divine] will before the exalted and sublime God
that he repay their descendants after them the reward of the deeds of their predecessors. May their virtue
and saintliness and piety and purity serve us forever, selah, bringing closer redemption and “leading us
beyond death” in the land of the living (Habermann, 52; Chazan, 287)
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Free translation: There is an ancient custom to recite the passage of the Akeda daily, to remind God of the
merits of our forefathers. Sadly, in the past month [October 2023] there has been a daily reminder of the 1400
Akedot that transpired before our eyes, without an intervening angel to save them. The episode of Akedat
Yitzhak raises an almost infinite number of theological and philosophical questions, and while answers have
been suggested throughout the generations, the questions remain. As is the case in other difficult theological
issues, it is possible that not every question has an answer. The only thing left to do is to seek some small
comfort in the promise that God made to us [Yerushalmi Taanit 2:4]: Avraham begged God: Since I was willing
to sacrifice my son, when the descendants of Yitzhak find themselves in crisis and there is no one to intervene
on their behalf, You please remember the Akeda of Yitzhak, and defend them....R. Huna says in the name of R
Hinena bar Yitzhak: “All of that day, Avraham watched the ram get stuck in this tree and that bush and free
itself. HKB"H said to him: ‘Avraham, in the future your children will be tangled in other kingdoms: Babylonia,
Media, Greece, Rome. Avraham said: ‘ this how it will be forever’ God answered: ‘In the end, they will be

L

redeemed by the horn of this ram.

R. Gur Galon, Yeshivat Har Brakha, on Parshat va-Yera, Nov. 12, 2023 [https:

“The Akeda is the apex of Avraham Avinu's life and he reached that apex via mesirut nefesh. We are at a point where
mothers and fathers, grandfathers and grandmothers send their sons and daughters to war: To be partners in the
elimination of evil and strengthening of the State, for the Sanctification of God’s name and God’s glory-this is the
greatest level. Those dear sons and daughters, they are the apex of the State! They come prepared for mesirut nefesh.
So it is a time when we sense greatness, while simultaneously feeling great pain. Those soldiers who gave up their
lives-it is very painful, and the only comfort is to know how exalted are all the soldiers who gave up their lives al
Kiddush Hashem. It is in their merit that we stand! They are the akeda of our generation! Their mesirut nefesh is akin
to the apex of Avraham Avinu!..Why does our generation have merit? Because there are young men and women who
engage in the redemption of the Jewish people, who are willing to put their lives on the line and even sacrifice their
lives for the Jewish people and State. They are on a level so high that no level is higher than it”
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While all this was transpiring, Satan visited Sarah in the guise of Isaac. When she saw him she asked: “What
did your father do to you, my son?” He replied: “My father led me over mountains and through valleys until
we finally reached the top of a certain mountain. There he erected an altar, arranged the firewood, bound



me upon the altar, and took a knife to slaughter me. If the Holy One, blessed be He, had not called out, Lay
not thy hand upon the lad, I would have been slaughtered.” He had hardly completed relating what had
transpired when she fainted and died, as it is written: And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for

her (ibid. 23:2). From where did he come? From Moriah.
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Yeshayahu 11:6

He took his son Yitzchak and they went up mountains, and
they went down valleys, [until] he took him up one of the
mountains, built an altar, arranged the wood and took the
knife to slaughter him. And if the angel had not called from
heaven he would have been slaughtered. You should know
that this is so because when Yitzchak returned to his mother
and she asked "Where were you, my son?" He told her "My
father took me, and we went up mountains and down valleys
etc...". She said woe to the son of the drunken one (seemingly
areference to herself...drunkenness sometimes was used as
a synonym for pathetic) but for the angel you would have
been slaughtered?” He said "Yes". At that moment she
screamed six times, corresponding to six shofar blasts, and
they have said that she was not able to [finish] before she
died.
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The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard lie down with the kid; The calf, the beast of prey, and the fatling together,

With a little child to herd them.

Tehillim 8:3
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From the mouths of infants and sucklings You have found strength on account of Your foes, to put an end to enemy

and avenger.



