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Para Aduma 
 

ֹז ֹמאלֵ הוָֹ֖הְי הוָּ֥צִ־רשֶׁאֲ הרָ֔וֹתּהַ תקַּ֣חֻ תא֚  המָ֗ימִתְּ המָּ֜דֻאֲ הרָ֨פָ J֩י֩לֶאֵ וּח֣קְִיְו לאֵ֗רָשְִׂי ינֵ֣בְּ־לאֶ ׀ רבֵּ֣דַּ ר֑
ֹע הָילֶ֖עָ הלָ֥עָ־אW רשֶׁ֛אֲ םוּמ֔ הּ֙בָּ־ןיאֵֽ רשֶׁ֤אֲ   ׃לֽ

This is the ritual law that GOD has commanded: 
Instruct the Israelite people to bring you a red cow without blemish, in which 
there is no defect and on which no yoke has been laid. (Bamidbar 19:2) 
 
Go and see what one gentile did for his father in Ashkelon, and the name of the 
son was Dama ben Netina. The Sages wished to purchase precious stones from 
him for the ephod of the High Priest for six hundred thousand gold dinars’ profit, 
and Rav Kahana taught that it was eight hundred thousand gold dinars’ profit. 
And the key to the chest holding the jewels was placed under his father’s head, 
and he would not disturb him. The next year the Holy One, Blessed be He, gave 
Dama ben Netina his reward, as a red heifer was born in his herd. When the 
Sages of Israel came to him he said to them: I know, concerning you, that if I 
were to ask for all the money in the world you would give it to me. But I ask only 
that money that I lost due to the honor of Father. (Kiddushin 31a) 
 
Where was the Shiloach? 
 

  ׃ילִֽכֶּ־לאֶ םייִּ֖חַ םִימַ֥ וילָ֛עָ ןתַָ֥נְו תאטָּ֑חַהַֽ תפַ֣רֵשְׂ רפַ֖עֲמֵ אמֵ֔טָּלַ וּ֙חקְלְָֽו
Some of the ashes from the fire of purgation shall be taken for the impure 
person, and fresh water shall be added to them in a vessel. (Bamidbar 19:17) 
 
Courtyards were built in Jerusalem over rock, and beneath them there was a 
hollow which served as a protection against a grave in the depths. And they used 
to bring there pregnant women, and there they gave birth to their children and 
there they raised them. And they brought oxen, upon whose backs were placed 
doors, and the children sat upon them with stone cups in their hands. When they 
reached the Shiloah spring they got down and filled the cups with water and then 
they ascended and sat again on the doors. Rabbi Yose said: each child used to 
let down his cup and fill it from his place. (Mishnah Para 3:2) 
 
The Place of the Red Heifer 
 

ֶנחֲמַּלַֽ ץוּח֣מִ־לאֶ הּ֙תָֹא איצִ֤וֹהְו ןהֵֹ֑כּהַ רזָ֖עָלְאֶ־לאֶ הּתָֹ֔א םתֶּ֣תְַנוּ  רזָ֧עָלְאֶ חקַ֞לְָו ׃ויֽנָפָלְ הּתָֹ֖א טחַ֥שְָׁו ה֔
ֹנ־לאֶ הזָּ֞הְִו וֹע֑בָּצְאֶבְּ הּמָ֖דָּמִ ןהֵֹ֛כּהַ ֹא ינֵ֧פְּ חכַ֨ םימִֽעָפְּ עבַשֶׁ֥ הּמָ֖דָּמִ דעֵ֛וֹמ־להֶֽ  

 
You shall give it to Eleazar the priest. It shall be taken outside the camp and 
slaughtered in his presence. Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with 
his finger and sprinkle it seven times toward the front of the Tent of Meeting. 



(Bamidbar 19: 3-4) 
Rashi: He stands at the East of Jerusalem and must direct his gaze straight 
towards the entrance of the Hechal at the time of sprinkling the blood 
 
All the walls [of the Temple compound] were high except for the eastern one 
because the priest who burnt the red heifer stood on the Mount of Olives and he 
had to see the doorway of the Temple when he sprinkled the blood. (Mishnah 
Middot 2:4) 

 
They would make a ramp from the Temple Mount to the Mount of Olives, arches 
upon arches to guard against graves  and the heifer and all those who prepare it 
go out to the Mount of Olives. (Mishnah Para 3:6) 

 
It was then divided into three parts: one part was deposited on the hel, one on 
the Mount of Olives, and one was divided among the priestly watches. (Mishnah 
Para 3:11) 

 
Plants: Erez - Cedar 

 
  ׃הרָֽפָּהַ תפַ֥רֵשְׂ £וֹתּ֖־לאֶ £ילִ֕שְׁהְִו תעַלָ֑וֹת ינִ֣שְׁוּ בוֹז֖אְֵו זרֶאֶ֛ ץעֵ֥ ןהֵֹ֗כּהַ חקַ֣לְָו

and the priest shall take cedar wood, hyssop, and crimson stuff, and throw them 
into the fire consuming the cow. (Bamidbar 19:6) 
 
Please, then, give orders for cedars to be cut for me in the Lebanon. My servants 
will work with yours, and I will pay you any wages you may ask for your servants; 
for as you know, there is none among us who knows how to cut timber like the 
Sidonians. (Kings I 5:20) 

 The righteous bloom like a date-palm; 
they thrive like a cedar in Lebanon (Tehillim 92:13) 

 the voice of the LORD breaks cedars; 
the LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon (Tehillim 29:5) 

Ezov - Hyssop 
  ׃ןיבִּֽלְאַ גלֶשֶּׁ֥מִוּ יִנסֵ֗בְּכַתְּ֝ רהָ֑טְאְֶו בוֹז֣אֵבְ יִנאֵ֣טְּחְַ◌ּ◌

Purge me with hyssop till I am pure; wash me till I am whiter than snow. (Tehillim 
51:9) 

Tolaat Shani - Kermes 
  ׃וּֽיהְֽיִ רמֶצֶּ֥כַּ עלָ֖וֹתּכַ וּמידִּ֥אְַי־םאִ וּניבִּ֔לְַי גלֶשֶּׁ֣כַּ ם֙יִנשָּׁכַּ םכֶ֤יאֵטָחֲ וּי֨הְִי־םאִ הוָֹ֑הְי רמַ֣אֹי החָ֖כְוִָּנְו אנָ֛־וּכלְ

 
Come, let us reach an understanding,  
—says GOD. 
Be your sins like crimson, 



They can turn snow-white; 
Be they red as dyed wool, 
They can become like fleece. (Isaiah 1:18) 
 

W׃םיֽנִשָׁ שׁבֻ֥לָ הּתָ֗יבֵּ֝־לכׇ יכִּ֥ גלֶשָּׁ֑מִ הּתָ֣יבֵלְ ארָ֣יתִ־א  
She is not worried for her household because of snow, 
For her whole household is dressed in crimson. (Mishlei 31:21) 
 
Rabbi Yishmael says: Didn’t they have a different indicator? There was a strip of 
crimson tied to the entrance to the Sanctuary, and when the goat reached the 
wilderness and the mitzva was fulfilled the strip would turn white, as it is stated: 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they will become white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). 
(Mishnah Yoma 6:8) 
 

Miriam’s Well 
ֹבָיַּו ִי־יֽנֵבְ וּא֣ ֹחבַּ ן֙צִ־רבַּדְמִ הדָ֤עֵהָ֨־לכׇּ לאֵ֠רָשְׂ֠ ָירְמִ ם֙שָׁ תמׇתַָּ֤ו שׁדֵ֑קָבְּ םעָ֖הָ בשֶׁיֵַּ֥ו ןוֹשׁ֔ארִהָֽ שׁדֶ֣  רבֵ֖קָּתִַּו ם֔

׃םשָֽׁ ֹרהֲאַ־לעְַֽו השֶֹׁ֖מ־לעַ וּל֔הֲקִָּ֣יַּו הדָ֑עֵלָ םִימַ֖ הָיהָ֥־אWְו  ׃ןֽ  
The Israelites arrived in a body at the wilderness of Zin on the first new moon, 
and the people stayed at Kadesh. Miriam died there and was buried there.  
The community was without water, and they joined against Moses and Aaron 
(Bamidbar 20:1-2) 
 

הדעל םימ היה אלו  AND THERE WAS NO WATER FOR THE CONGREGATION — 
Since this statement follows immediately after the mention of Miriam’s death, we 
may learn from it that during the entire forty years they had the “well” through 
Miriam’s merit (Taanit 9a). 
 
Rabbi Ḥiyya bar Abba said, if one ascends the desert mountain one finds the 
likeness of a sieve in lake Tiberias, that is the well of Miryam. (Yerushalmi 
Ketubot12:3) 
 
Rabbi Ḥiyya said: One who wants to see Miriam’s well,: He should climb to the 
top of Mount Carmel and look out, and he will see like a sieve in the sea, and that 
is Miriam’s well. (Shabbat 35a) 
 
As you walk along the Sea of Tiberias to the sea of Tiberias, right in the middle of 
the road, where there are many palm trees on the shore of that sea, facing a 
tower on the top of the mountain, there is Miriam’s Well. (Rabbi Chaim Vital, 
Shaar haGilgulim) 
 
Where is Kedesh? 
 

ֹבָיַּו ִי־יֽנֵבְ וּא֣ ֹחבַּ ן֙צִ־רבַּדְמִ הדָ֤עֵהָ֨־לכׇּ לאֵ֠רָשְׂ֠ ָירְמִ ם֙שָׁ תמׇתַָּ֤ו שׁדֵ֑קָבְּ םעָ֖הָ בשֶׁיֵַּ֥ו ןוֹשׁ֔ארִהָֽ שׁדֶ֣  רבֵ֖קָּתִַּו ם֔
  ׃םשָֽׁ



The Israelites arrived in a body at the wilderness of Zin on the first new moon, 
and the people stayed at Kadesh. Miriam died there and was buried there. 
(Bamidbar 20:1) 
 

 םָירְמִ ןמָּתַּ תתַימִוּ םקָרְבִּ אמָּעַ בתֵיִו האָמָדְקַ אחָרְַיבְּ ןיצִדְ ארָבְּדְמַלְ אתָּשְִׁנכְּ לכָּ לאֵרָשְִׂי יֵנבְ וֹתאֲַו
)סולקנוא( :ןמָּתַּ תרַבָקְתְאְִו  

 
And among them fell all their Kings, five in number: Evi, and Zur, and Reba, 
and Hur, and Rekem, the fifth; who was of the same name with a city, the chief 
and capital of all Arabia, which is till now so called, by the whole Arabian 
nation, Arecem, from the name of the King that built it: but is by the Greeks 
called Petra. (Josephus Antiquities 4.4.7) 
 
Rabban Gamliel says: Even one who brings a bill of divorce from Rekem or from  
Ḥeger (Mishnah Gittin 1:1) 
 
Edom 
 

ֹכּ םוֹד֑אֱ £לֶמֶ֣־לאֶ שׁדֵ֖קָּמִ םיכִ֛אָלְמַ השֶֹׁ֧מ חלַ֨שְִׁיַּו  האָ֖לָתְּהַ־לכׇּ תאֵ֥ תָּעְדַָ֔י התָּ֣אַ לאֵ֔רָשְִׂי Jיחִ֣אָ ר֙מַאָ ה֤
  ׃וּנתְאָֽצָמְ רשֶׁ֥אֲ

From Kadesh, Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom: “Thus says your 
brother Israel: You know all the hardships that have befallen us; (Bamidbar 
20:14) 
 
Rabbi Yosei said: Only Rabbi Yishmael, who was near Edom, allotted her barley. 
(Mishnah Ketubot 5:8) 
 
What is “in proximity of Idumea”? In the South (Yerushalmi Ketubot 5:9) 
 
The Copper Snake 
 

ֹחְנ שׁחְַ֣נ ה֙שֶֹׁמ שׂעַיַַּ֤ו ָיהְָו סנֵּ֑הַ־לעַ וּהמֵ֖שְִׂיַו תשֶׁ֔ ֹחְנּהַ שׁחְַ֥נ־לאֶ טיבִּ֛הְִו שׁיאִ֔־תאֶ שׁ֙חָָנּהַ £שַָׁ֤נ־םאִ ה֗  תשֶׁ֖
  ׃יחָָֽו

Moses made a copper serpent and mounted it on a standard; and if someone 
was bitten by a serpent, they would look at the copper serpent and recover. 
(Bamidbar 21:9)  
 
The Sages taught: King Hezekiah performed six actions. With regard to three of 
them, the Sages of his generation conceded to him; and with regard to three of 
them, the Sages did not concede to him. He dragged the bones of his father on a 
bier of ropes, and the Sages conceded to him. He ground the copper snake, and 
the Sages conceded to him. He suppressed the Book of Cures, and they 
conceded to him. (Pesachim 56a) 
 
 

 


