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The Story 
ֹתַּו ןִיקַ֔־תאֶ דלֶתֵַּ֣ו ר֙הַתַַּ֙ו וֹתּ֑שְׁאִהוָּ֣חַ־תאֶ עדַָ֖י םדָ֔אָהְָ֣ו ֹתַּו ׃הֽוָֹהְי־תאֶ שׁיאִ֖ יתִי֥נִקָ רמֶא֕ ֹר ל֙בֶהֶ֙־יהְִיֽוַלבֶהָ֑־תאֶויחִ֖אָ־תאֶ תדֶלֶ֔לָ ףסֶ֣ ֹצ העֵ֣  היָ֖הָ ןִיקְַ֕ו ןא֔
הֽמָדָאֲ דבֵֹ֥ע
ָוֹהְי עשַׁיִַּ֣וןהֶ֑בֵלְחֶמֵֽוּ וֹנ֖אֹצ תוֹרֹ֥כבְּמִאוּה֛־םגַ איבִ֥הֵ לבֶהְֶ֨ו ׃הֽוָֹהילַֽ החְָ֖נמִ המָ֛דָאֲהָֽ ירִ֧פְּמִ ןִיקַ֜ אבֵָ֨יַּו םימִָ֑י ץקֵּ֣מִ יהְִ֖יֽוַ  ׃וֹתֽחְָנמִ־לאְֶולבֶהֶ֖־לאֶ ה֔
ֹאמְ ןִ֙יקַ֙לְרחַיִַּ֤ו העָ֑שָׁ אQ֣ וֹת֖חְָנמִ־לאְֶוןִיקַ֥־לאְֶו ֹיַּ◌ ׃ויֽנָפָּ וּל֖פְִּיּֽוַ ד֔  ׃Yיֽנֶפָ וּל֥פְָנ המָּלְָ֖ו Wלָ֔ הרָחָ֣ המָּלָ֚ןִיקָ֑־לאֶ הוָֹ֖הְי רמֶא֥
ֹיַּו ׃וֹבּֽ־לשׇׁמְתִּ התָּ֖אְַו וֹת֔קָוּשׁ֣תְּ Y֙ילֶ֙אְֵו ץבֵֹ֑ר תאטָּ֣חַ חתַפֶּ֖לַ ביטִ֔יתֵ אQ֣ ם֙אְִו תאֵ֔שְׂ ב֙יטִיתֵּ־םאִ אוֹל֤הֲו םקׇיַָּ֥ו הדֶ֔שָּׂבַּ םתָ֣וֹיהְבִּ י֙הְִיֽוַ ויחִ֑אָלבֶהֶ֣־לאֶ ןִיקַ֖ רמֶא֥

 ׃וּהֽגֵרְהַַיַּו ויחִ֖אָלבֶהֶ֥־לאֶ ןִיקַ֛
ֹיַּו ֹיַּו Yיחִ֑אָ לבֶהֶ֣ יאֵ֖ןִיקַ֔־לאֶ הָ֙וֹהְי רמֶא֤ ֹיַּ◌ ׃יכִֹֽנאָ יחִ֖אָרמֵֹ֥שׁהֲ יתִּעְדַָ֔י אQ֣ ר֙מֶא֙  ׃המָֽדָאֲהָֽ־ןמִ ילַ֖אֵםיקִ֥עֲֹצ Yיחִ֔אָ ימֵ֣דְּ לוֹק֚ תָישִׂ֑עָ המֶ֣ רמֶא֖
 היֶ֥הְתִּֽ דנָָ֖ו ענָ֥ Wלָ֑ הּחָֹ֖כּ־תתֵּףסֵֹ֥ת־אQֽהמָ֔דָאֲהָ֣־תאֶ דֹ֙בעֲתַֽ י֤◌ִ◌ּ◌ ׃Yדֶָֽיּמִ Yיחִ֖אָימֵ֥דְּ־תאֶ תחַקַ֛לָ הָיפִּ֔־תאֶ התָ֣צְפָּ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ה֙מָדָאֲהָֽ־ןמִ התָּאָ֑ רוּר֣אָהתָּ֖עְַוו

 ׃ץרֶאָֽבָ
ֹיַּוכ ֹשְׂנּמִינִ֖וֺעֲ לוֹד֥גָּהוָֹ֑הְי־לאֶ ןִיקַ֖רמֶא֥ ִיהְָו רתֵ֑סָּאֶ Yינֶ֖פָּמִוּ המָ֔דָאֲהָֽ ינֵ֣פְּ ל֙עַמֵ םוֹיּ֗הַ יתִֹ֜א תָּשְׁרַ֨גֵּ ן֩הֵ*׃אֽ  ׃יִנֽגֵרְהַֽיַיאִ֖צְֹמ־לכׇ היָ֥הְָו ץרֶאָ֔בָּ דָ֙נָו ענָ֤ יתִי֜
ֹיַּו ָוֹהְי וֹל֣ רמֶא֧ ָיַּוםקָֻּ֑י םִיתַ֖עָבְשִׁ ןִיקַ֔גרֵֹ֣ה־לכׇּ ן֙כֵלָ ה֗  ׃ןדֶעֵֽ־תמַדְקִדוֹנ֖־ץרֶאֶֽבְּ בשֶׁיֵַּ֥ו הוָֹ֑הְי ינֵ֣פְלִּמִ ןִיקַ֖ אצֵיֵַּ֥ו ׃וֹאֽצְֹמ־לכׇּוֹתֹ֖א־תוֹכּהַ יתִּ֥לְבִלְ תוֹא֔ ןִ֙יקַ֙לְ הוָֹ֤הְי םשֶׂ֨
ֹבּ י֙הְִיֽוַ Wוֹנ֑חֲ־תאֶ דלֶתֵַּ֣ורהַתַַּ֖ווֹתּ֔שְׁאִ־תאֶ ןִ֙יקַ֙ עדַיֵַּ֤ו לאֵ֗יָיּחִמְוּלאֵָ֑יוּחֽמְ־תאֶ דלַָ֖י דרָ֕יעְִודרָ֔יעִ־תאֶ W֙וֹנחֲלַֽ דלֵ֤וִָּיַּו ׃Wוֹֽנחֲ וֹנ֥בְּ םשֵׁ֖כְּ ריעִ֔הָ םשֵׁ֣ א֙רָקְִיַּו ריעִ֔ הֶנ֣
  ׃Wמֶלָֽ־תאֶ דלַָ֥י לאֵ֖שָׁוּתמְוּלאֵ֔שָׁוּת֣מְ־תאֶ ד֙לַָי
ָיהָ אוּה֣לבָָ֑י־תאֶ הדָ֖עָ דלֶ֥◌ֵ◌ּ◌ ׃הלָּֽצִ תינִ֖שֵּׁהַ םשְֵׁ֥ו הדָ֔עָ ת֙חַאַהָֽ םשֵׁ֤ םישִָׁ֑נ יתֵּ֣שְׁ Wמֶלֶ֖ וֹל֥־חקַּֽֽיִַּו ֹא בשֵֹׁ֥י יבִ֕אֲ ה֔   ׃הֽנֶקְמִוּ להֶ֖
ָיהָ אוּה֣ לבָ֑וּי ויחִ֖אָ םשְֵׁ֥ותַו ֹחְנשׁרֵֹ֥ח־לכׇּ שׁטQֵ֕ ןִיקַ֔לבַוּתּ֣־תאֶ ה֙דָלְֽיָאוהִ֗־םגַ הלָּ֣צְִו ׃בֽגָוּעְורוֹנּ֖כִּשׂפֵֹ֥תּ־לכׇּ יבִ֕אֲ ה֔   ׃המָֽעֲֽנַןִיקַ֖־לבַוּתּֽ תוֹח֥אֲֽוַ לזֶ֑רְבַוּתשֶׁ֖
ֹיַּו  םיעִ֥בְשִׁ Wמֶלְֶ֖וןִיקָ֑־םקַֻּי םִיתַ֖עָבְשִׁ יכִּ֥ ׃יתִֽרָבֻּחַלְ דלֶיְֶ֖ו יעִ֔צְפִלְ י֙תִּגְרַ֙הָ שׁיאִ֤ יכִּ֣ יתִ֑רָמְאִ הָנּזֵ֖אְהַ Wמֶלֶ֔ ישְֵׁ֣נ ילִ֔וֹק ןעַמַ֣שְׁ ה֙לָּצְִו הדָ֤עָ וישָָׁ֗נלְ Wמֶלֶ֜ רמֶא֨
 ׃העָֽבְשְִׁו
 ׃ןִיֽקָ וֹג֖רָהֲ יכִּ֥ לבֶהֶ֔ תחַתַּ֣ רחֵ֔אַ ערַזֶ֣ ם֙יהRִאֱ ילִ֤־תֽשָׁ יכִּ֣ תשֵׁ֑ וֹמ֖שְׁ־תאֶ ארָ֥קְתִַּו ןבֵּ֔ דלֶתֵַּ֣ו וֹתּ֔שְׁאִ־תאֶ ד֙וֹע םדָ֥אָ עדַיֵַּ֨ו
ֹרקְלִ לחַ֔וּה זאָ֣ שׁוֹנ֑אֱ וֹמ֖שְׁ־תאֶ ארָ֥קְיִַּוןבֵּ֔־דלַֻּיא֙וּה־םגַּ תשֵׁ֤לְוּ }ס{׃הֽוָֹהְי םשֵׁ֥בְּ א֖



Chava

ֹתַּו ןִיקַ֔־תאֶ דלֶתֵַּ֣ו ר֙הַתַַּ֙ו וֹתּ֑שְׁאִה֣וָּחַ־תאֶ עדַָ֖י םדָ֔אָהְָ֣ו ֹתַּו ׃הֽוָֹהְי־תאֶ שׁיאִ֖ יתִי֥נִקָ רמֶא֕  תדֶלֶ֔לָ ףסֶ֣
ֹר ל֙בֶהֶ֙־יהְִיֽוַלבֶהָ֑־תאֶויחִ֖אָ־תאֶ ֹצ העֵ֣ הֽמָדָאֲ דבֵֹ֥ע ה֖יָהָ ןִיקְַ֕ו ןא֔

Now the man knewaHeb. yada‘, often in a sexual sense. his wife Eve, and she conceived 
and bore Cain, saying, “I have gainedbHeb. qanithi, connected with “Cain.” a male child 
with the help of the LORD.”

Rashi 4:1
 הדנ( וֹמּעִ וּנאָ םיפִתָּשֻׁ הזֶבָּ לבָאֲ וּנאָרָבְּ וֹדּבַלְ אוּה ,ישִׁיאִ תאְֶו יתִוֹא ארָבָּשֶׁכְּ ,'ה םעִ וֹמכְּ.'ה תא

:)א"ל
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 תחַתַּ֣ רחֵ֔אַ ערַ֣זֶ ם֙יהTִאֱ ילִ֤־תֽשָׁ יכִּ֣ תשֵׁ֑ וֹמ֖שְׁ־תאֶ ארָ֥קְתִַּו ןבֵּ֔ דלֶתֵַּ֣ו וֹתּ֔שְׁאִ־תאֶ ד֙וֹע םדָ֥אָ עדַיֵַּ֨ו
׃ןִיֽקָ וֹג֖רָהֲ יכִּ֥ לבֶהֶ֔

Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, meaning, “God 
has provided me with-g another offspring in place of Abel,” for Cain had killed him.

Breishit 4: 27



Adam & Chava
ֹיַּוםדָ֑אָהָֽ־לאֶ םיה1ִ֖אֱ הוָֹ֥הְי ארָ֛קְִיַּו ׃הכָּֽיֶּאַ וֹל֖ רמֶא֥

The LORD God called out to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
ֹיַּו ֹריעֵ־יֽכִּ ארָ֛יאִָו ןגָּ֑בַּ יתִּעְמַ֖שָׁ ֥?לְֹק־תאֶ רמֶא֕ ֹנאָם֥  ׃אבֵֽחָאֵָו יכִ֖

He replied, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.” 
ֹיַּו ֹריעֵ יכִּ֥ ֔?לְ דיגִּ֣הִ ימִ֚ רמֶא֕  ׃תָּלְֽכָאָ וּנּמֶּ֖מִ־לכׇאֲ יתִּ֥לְבִלְ ?יתִ֛יִוּצִ רשֶׁ֧אֲץעֵ֗הָ־ןמִהֲ התָּאָ֑ ם֖

Then He asked, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat of the tree from which I had 
forbidden you to eat?” 

ֹיַּו  ׃לֽכֵֹאָוץעֵ֖הָ־ןמִילִּ֥־הָנתְֽנָ אוהִ֛ ידִ֔מָּעִהתָּתַָ֣נ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ה֙שָּׁאִהָֽ םדָ֑אָהָֽ רמֶא֖
The man said, “The woman You put at my side—she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 

ֹיַּו ֹזּ־המַ השָּׁ֖אִלָ םיה1ִ֛אֱ הוָֹ֧הְי רמֶא֨ ֹתַּו תישִׂ֑עָ תא֣  ׃לֽכֵֹאָו יִנאַ֖ישִּׁהִ שׁחָָ֥נּהַהשָּׁ֔אִהָֽ ר֙מֶא֙
And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done!” The woman replied, “The 

serpent duped me, and I ate.”
Breishit 3: 9 – 13 

,םירִבָדְבִּ וֹמּעִ סֵנכָּלִ אלָּאֶ אוּה ןכָיהֵ הָיהָ עַדֵוֹי.הכיא
He knew where he was, rather he wanted to open conversation

Rashi Breishit 3:9 



ֵיַּו  ערַזֶ֣ ם֙יהAִאֱ ילִ֤־תשָֽׁ יכִּ֣ תשֵׁ֑ וֹמ֖שְׁ־תאֶ ארָ֥קְתִַּו ןבֵּ֔ דלֶתֵַּ֣ו וֹתּ֔שְׁאִ־תאֶ ד֙וֹע םדָ֥אָ עדַ֨
׃ןִיקָֽ וֹג֖רָהֲ יכִּ֥ לבֶהֶ֔ תחַתַּ֣ רחֵ֔אַ

Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, 
meaning, “God has provided me with another offspring in place of 
Abel,” for Cain had killed him.

ֹרקְלִ לחַ֔וּה זאָ֣ שׁוֹנ֑אֱ וֹמ֖שְׁ־תאֶ ארָ֥קְִיַּוןבֵּ֔־דלַֻּיא֙וּה־םגַּ תשֵׁ֤לְּ◌ }ס{׃הֽוָֹהְי םשֵׁ֥בְּ א֖
And to Seth, in turn, a son was born, and he named him Enosh. It was then that 
men began to invoke the LORD by name.



Was Kayin destined to fail? 



What’s in a name?

Dubner: Let me ask you this, so when we wrote 
about names in Freakonomics we made it pretty 
clear that naming is not destiny, right? That was 
really one of the single biggest takeaways, in fact, 
we told the story of these two brothers in New 
York whose parents had named them Loser and 
Winner, and the fact was that Loser turned out to 
have a great life as an upstanding citizen. He was 
a police detective. And Winner had been a career 
criminal. And we told that story to reinforce the 
point that naming is not destiny.
-Freakonomics podcast August 17, 2019



Kayin is the first to be born from the womb of a woman, and in his mother’s eyes he is 
fully realized or “acquired.” He recognizes himself as existing in his most perfect 
form.[1] The whole world belongs to him. There is no room in his existence for anyone 
else: not for a brother, and not for the Creator. He himself is the world. Just as “Adam” 
is the name of mankind (adam) in the first generation of humanity, so “Kayin” is the 
name of mankind in the second generation. From his point of view, he is the entire 
world; he is the essence of the world in the second generation, and he is perfect. 
Hence, as he sees it, there is no need for any sort of moral exertion. He has no need to 
acquire or earn his life. Someone who sees himself as ”fully realized” – ‘kanui’ – is 
guilty of the sin of pride.

Midrash HaToladot III, p151

https://etzion.org.il/


Kayin’s opportunity 
וֹבּֽ־לשׇׁמְתִּ התָּ֖אְַו וֹת֔קָוּשׁ֣תְּ ֙?ילֶ֙אְֵו ץבֵֹ֑ר תאטָּ֣חַ חתַפֶּ֖לַ ביטִ֔יתֵ א1֣ ם֙אְִו תאֵ֔שְׂ ב֙יטִיתֵּ־םאִ אוֹל֤הֲו

cMeaning of verse uncertain. Surely, if you do right,
There is uplift.
But if you do not do right
Sin couches at the door;
Its urge is toward you,
Yet you can be its master.”

Radak Breishit 4:6 

 ול שי אטוחה יכ םיאבה תורודלו ול הבושת ךרד ודמללו בטומל ובישוהלו ורסייל ידכ ומע רובדה היה ,'ה רמאיו
:המילש הבושתב בושי םא הרפכ

the reason that G’d ,ה רמאיו' addressed him was in order to discipline him and to bring him back to a 
lifestyle that would endear him to G’d. He wanted to teach him how to repent, something of the utmost 
importance for subsequent generations. He taught him that there is atonement for sinners if their 
repentance is sincere.



The creation of the world 

אסֵּכְִו ,םָנּהִיגְֵו ,ןדֶעֵ ןגְַו ,הבָוּשׁתְוּ ,הרָוֹתּ :ןהֵ וּלּאְֵו ,םלָוֹעהָ ארָבְִנּשֶׁ םדֶוֹק וּארְבְִנ םירִבָדְּ העָבְשִׁ
.חַישִׁמָ לשֶׁ וֹמשְׁוּ ,שׁדָּקְמִּהַ תיבֵוּ ,דוֹבכָּהַ

Seven phenomena were created before the world was created, and they are: Torah, 
and repentance, and the Garden of Eden, and Gehenna, and the Throne of Glory, and 
the Temple, and the name of Messiah. 
Tamud Bavli: Pesachim 54a



ָוֹהְי עשַׁיִַּ֣וןהֶ֑בֵלְחֶמֵֽוּ וֹנ֖אֹצ תוֹרֹ֥כבְּמִאוּה֛־םגַ איבִ֥הֵ לבֶהְֶ֨ו ׃הֽוָֹהילַֽ החְָ֖נמִ המָ֛דָאֲהָֽ ירִ֧פְּמִ ןִיקַ֜ אבֵָ֨יַּו םימִָ֑י ץקֵּ֣מִ יהְִ֖יֽוַ  ׃וֹתֽחְָנמִ־לאְֶולבֶהֶ֖־לאֶ ה֔

ֹאמְ ןִ֙יקַ֙לְרחַיִַּ֤ו העָ֑שָׁ אQ֣ וֹת֖חְָנמִ־לאְֶוןִיקַ֥־לאְֶו ֹיַּ◌ ׃ויֽנָפָּ וּל֖פְִּיּֽוַ ד֔  ׃Yיֽנֶפָ וּל֥פְָנ המָּלְָ֖ו Wלָ֔ הרָחָ֣ המָּלָ֚ןִיקָ֑־לאֶ הוָֹ֖הְי רמֶא֥

ֹיַּו ׃וֹבּֽ־לשׇׁמְתִּ התָּ֖אְַו וֹת֔קָוּשׁ֣תְּ Y֙ילֶ֙אְֵו ץבֵֹ֑ר תאטָּ֣חַ חתַפֶּ֖לַ ביטִ֔יתֵ אQ֣ ם֙אְִו תאֵ֔שְׂ ב֙יטִיתֵּ־םאִ אוֹל֤הֲו  ׃וּהֽגֵרְהַַיַּו ויחִ֖אָלבֶהֶ֥־לאֶ ןִיקַ֛םקׇיַָּ֥ו הדֶ֔שָּׂבַּ םתָ֣וֹיהְבִּ י֙הְִיֽוַ ויחִ֑אָלבֶהֶ֣־לאֶ ןִיקַ֖ רמֶא֥

ֹיַּו ֹיַּו Yיחִ֑אָ לבֶהֶ֣ יאֵ֖ןִיקַ֔־לאֶ הָ֙וֹהְי רמֶא֤ ֹיַּ◌ ׃יכִֹֽנאָ יחִ֖אָרמֵֹ֥שׁהֲ יתִּעְדַָ֔י אQ֣ ר֙מֶא֙  ׃המָֽדָאֲהָֽ־ןמִ ילַ֖אֵםיקִ֥עֲֹצ Yיחִ֔אָ ימֵ֣דְּ לוֹק֚ תָישִׂ֑עָ המֶ֣ רמֶא֖

 ׃ץרֶאָֽבָ היֶ֥הְתִּֽ דנָָ֖ו ענָ֥ Wלָ֑ הּחָֹ֖כּ־תתֵּףסֵֹ֥ת־אQֽהמָ֔דָאֲהָ֣־תאֶ דֹ֙בעֲתַֽ י֤◌ִ◌ּ◌ ׃Yדֶָֽיּמִ Yיחִ֖אָימֵ֥דְּ־תאֶ תחַקַ֛לָ הָיפִּ֔־תאֶ התָ֣צְפָּ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ה֙מָדָאֲהָֽ־ןמִ התָּאָ֑ רוּר֣אָהתָּ֖עְַוו

ֹיַּוכ ֹשׂנְּמִי֖נִוֺעֲ לוֹד֥גָּהוָֹ֑הְי־לאֶ ןִיקַ֖רמֶא֥ ִיהְָו רתֵ֑סָּאֶ Yינֶ֖פָּמִוּ המָ֔דָאֲהָֽ ינֵ֣פְּ ל֙עַמֵ םוֹיּ֗הַ יתִֹ֜א תָּשְׁרַ֨גֵּ ן֩הֵ*׃אֽ  ׃יִנֽגֵרְהַֽיַיאִ֖צְֹמ־לכׇ היָ֥הְָו ץרֶאָ֔בָּ דָ֙נָו ענָ֤ יתִי֜

ֹיַּו ָוֹהְי וֹל֣ רמֶא֧ ָיַּוםקָֻּ֑י םִיתַ֖עָבְשִׁ ןִיקַ֔גרֵֹ֣ה־לכׇּ ן֙כֵלָ ה֗  ׃ןדֶעֵֽ־תמַדְקִדוֹנ֖־ץרֶאֶֽבְּ בשֶׁיֵַּ֥ו הוָֹ֑הְי ינֵ֣פְלִּמִ ןִיקַ֖ אצֵיֵַּ֥ו ׃וֹאֽצְֹמ־לכׇּוֹתֹ֖א־תוֹכּהַ יתִּ֥לְבִלְ תוֹא֔ ןִ֙יקַ֙לְ הוָֹ֤הְי םשֶׂ֨

In the course of time, Cain brought an offering to the LORD from the fruit of the soil; and Abel, for his part, brought the choicest of the firstlings of his flock. The LORD 
paid heed to Abel and his offering, but to Cain and his offering He paid no heed. Cain was much distressed and his face fell.

And the LORD said to Cain,
“Why are you distressed,
And why is your face fallen? 

Surely, if you do right,
There is uplift.
But if you do not do right
Sin couches at the door;
Its urge is toward you,
Yet you can be its master.” 

Cain said to his brother Abel … and when they were in the field, Cain set upon his brother Abel and killed him. The LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 
And he said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” Then He said, “What have you done? Hark, your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground! Therefore, 
you shall be more cursed than the ground,eSee 3.17. which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. If you till the soil, it shall no longer yield 
its strength to you. You shall become a ceaseless wanderer on earth.” Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is too great to bear! Since You have banished me this day 
from the soil, and I must avoid Your presence and become a restless wanderer on earth—anyone who meets me may kill me!” The LORD said to him, “I promise, if 
anyone kills Cain, sevenfold vengeance shall be taken on him.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest anyone who met him should kill him. 

Breishit 4: 3 – 15 



Kayin Learned Teshuva

• יתואתשנעשיפלעףאךיטפשמרשיו 'ההתאקידצוחולסלמלודגינועיכתמארמאיודיואוהשטשפבןוכנהו
המדאהינפלעמםויהיתואתשרגהנהודאמהברה

• …The correct plain interpretation is that it is a confession. Cain said: “It is true that my sin is too great 
to be forgiven, and Thou art righteous, O Eternal, and upright are Thy judgments440Psalms 119:137.
even though You have punished me exceedingly. And now behold, Thou hast driven me out this day 
from the face of the land …

• Ramban Breishit 4:13



7HE C5EA7I2N 2F 7E6H89A :
7KH 6WRU\ RI KD\LQ

NHFKDPD 3ULFH
VecRQd, bORRdVhed iV SURPSWed b\ UHOLJLRXV aQG LGHRORJLFaO UHaVRQV, each Vide PaiQWaiQiQg WhaW Whe TePSOe VhRXOd
be bXiOW iQ hiV dRPaiQ, WhaW hiV UeOigiRQ VhRXOd be acceSWed. The WhiUd YieZ WUaceV Whe URRWV Rf bORRdVhed aQd VWUife WR
VH[XaO SaVVLRQ- ³Whe\ ZeUe diVSXWiQg RYeU EYe.´

D. 7HE IN752D8C7I2N 2F 7HE C2NCE37 2F 7E6H89A!
3XQLVKPHQW RI AGDP

3XQLVKPHQW RI KD\LQ

1. KD\LQ DRHV N27 LHDUQ WKH MHVVDJH RI 7HVKXYD:

KD\LQ D2E6 LHDUQ WKH MHVVDJH RI 7HVKXYD:
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Kayin Learned Full Teshuva!



Kayin did not learn Teshuva

MY PUNISHMENT23Literally, avoni (my sin). IS GREATER THAN I CAN BEAR.] All the commentaries 
explain this to mean that Cain confessed his sin. They say that the meaning of neso (bear) is 
forgiveness, as in forgiving iniquity (noseh avon) (Ex. 34:7).24These commentators translate avon literally 
and render our clause as: my iniquity (avon) is beyond (gadol) forgiveness (mi-neso). However, I 
disagree. In Hebrew reward is called ekev (heel), and the harsh punishment which comes as a result of 
iniquity is occasionally referred to as “sin.” Similarly we find, for the iniquity (avon) of the Amorite is not 
yet full25The time of their punishment has not arrived. (Gen. 15:16); there shall no punishment (avon) 
happen to thee (I Sam. 28:10); For the iniquity (avon) of the daughter of my people is greater than the 
sin of Sodom (Lamentations 4:6).26According to I.E. avon (iniquity) should be rendered punishment. The 
verse thus means: the punishment of my people is severer than the punishment of Sodom (Krinsky). The 
meaning of our verse thus is: my punishment (avon) is greater than I can bear (mi-neso). The next 
verse substantiates this interpretation.27

Iben Ezra, Breishit 4:13
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 התָּ֖אְַו וֹת֔קָוּשׁ֣תְּ 9֙ילֶ֙אְֵו ץבֵֹ֑ר תאטָּ֣חַ חתַפֶּ֖לַ ביטִ֔יתֵ א6֣ ם֙אְִו תאֵ֔שְׂ ב֙יטִיתֵּ־םאִ אוֹל֤הֲו
וֹבּֽ־לשׇׁמְתִּ

Surely, if you do right,
There is uplift.
But if you do not do right
Sin couches at the door;
Its urge is toward you,
Yet you can be its master.”

Breishit 4:6 



The verse in Mishlei (16:18) says, ”Pride goeth before a fall,” but as 
Augustine noted, pride is itself a fall. So, the relationship of shichecha
(forgetting) and pride is dual. Pride leads to averting one’s gaze from 
God, but is it because a person has not fully apprehended or 
appreciated God that he is able to be proud. 

Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, 09/21/2004



‘Your outlook is naturally that of a firstborn, it is understandable that 
you find it difficult to acknowledge your failure; you must recognize 
that you erred, but you can make amends. In contrast to classical 
tragedy, where a single critical mistake on the part of the hero leads 
inevitably to downfall and disaster, God tells Kayin: Your fate is not 
sealed; at every stage repair is possible. History is not a snowball that 
rolls inexorably downhill, but rather a series of exit lanes along the way. 
You can change the future if “you do well.” 
Midrash HaToladot III, p151
Here God reveals to Kayin the essence of teshuva. In the natural 
course of events, the future is determined by the past, but the 
present holds a point of free choice that can change its direction. 
Regret, in the Jewish worldview, is not the tragic perception that a 
misstep is irreversible; rather, it is an optimistic drive that leads to 
repair. 
Rav Uriel Eitam
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 םיאִלָפְִנּהַ ויאָוּרבְוּ וישָׂעֲמַבְּ םדָאָהָ ןֵנוֹבּתְִיּשֶׁ העָשָׁבְּ .וֹתאָרְִיְו וֹתבָהֲאַלְ ?רֶדֶּהַ איהִ ?אַיהְֵו
 ראֵפָמְוּ חַבֵּשַׁמְוּ בהֵוֹא אוּה דָיּמִ ץקֵ א6ְו ?רֶעֵ הּלָ ןיאֵשֶׁ וֹתמָכְחָ ןהֶמֵ האֶרְִיְו םילִוֹדגְּהַ
.לוֹדגָּהַ םשֵּׁהַ עדַילֵ הלָוֹדגְּהָואֲתַּהוֶּאַתְמִוּ

But how may one discover the way to love and fear Him? When man will 
reflect concerning His works, and His great and wonderful creatures,1But he 
must make thorough study. C. and will behold through them His wonderful, 
matchless and infinite wisdom, he will spontaneously be filled with love, 
praise and exaltation and become possessed of a great longing to know the 
Great Name …

Rambam, Hilchot Yesodei Ha-Torah 2:1


