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that neither in the Petition, which first convened
this respectable assemblage of Israefites, nor in the
Constitation which grew out of the rejection of that
Petition, unheard and uncanvassed, and which Con-
stitution stands at once the monument of your firm-
ness and your moderation,—was any such abolition
contemplated. They well knew that every prayer,
every ceremony, calculated 10 add dignity to exter-
nal worship and warmth to true devotion, was the
ardent wish of the members who compose your So-
ciety. Our desire is to yield bvery thing to the
feclings of the truly pious Israclite; but 10 take
away every thing that might excite the disgust of
the well informed lsraelite.  To throw away Rab-
binical interpalations; to avoid useless repetitions;
to read or chaunt with solemnity ; to recite such por-
tions of the Pentateuch and the Prophets, as custom
and practice have appointed to be read in the origi-
nal Hebrew; but to follow such selections with a
translation in English, and a lecture or discourse
upon the Law, explanatory of its meaning, edifying
to the young, gratifying to the old, and instructive to
every age and every class of society.  Is this abo-
lishing our mode of seered worship ? 1s this sapping
the foundations of our venerable faith? No, my
friends ;—this is stripping it of foreign and unseem-
ly ceremonies ; divesting it of rubbish, and beauti-
fying that simple Doric column, that primeval or-
der of architecture, which raises its plain but massy

l’

lead amid the ruins of time and the desolation of
empires!

It is remarkable, and it is well it should be so—
that the human mind is prone, naturally prone, to
suspect every thing mysterious 1o be founded in
fraud—every thing dark to be surrounded with dan-
ger.  The bigot tells you, seek not to understand
what is above your comprehension ; seck not for
reason, where you have only to exercise faith.—
But the learned King has said, % Wisdom is too high
for a fool, but those who seek wisely, shall find
good,”—and the proverb of the heaven-gified Solo-
mon is confirmed by the docirine of Philosophy,
which tells you, thar faith is the result of rational
demonsiration, not of blind acquiescence.

The ohject then, which we have in view, is too
obvious to be misrepresented with effect, for any
space of time longer than that necessary for giving
the enquirer an opportunity to undeceive himself,
Let that enquiry be made in the spirit of candour,
and we fear not the result.*  Every enlightened
friend of Religion must approve our cause.

It is mot intended to impugn the motives of our
opponents. They shall not be charged with the
weak ambition of holding a power they know not
how to exercise, or of grasping tighter those reins
which they fear may soon be snatched from their
hands. But itis intended to call upon the good and
the wise and the pious, out of this Society, to aid

* See Kown (1) In the Appendiz.




on Harby’s DI
Delivered in Charleston, (S.C.)
~_ on the 21st of Nov. 1825

‘| We have read the discourse delivered by Mr. Harby to an
assemblage of persons calling themselves the Reformed Society
of Israelites in Charlestontransmitted to us by a member of
that body. It was our first intention to let it pass
unnoticed - but on further reflection the bold and
unhesitating manner of the author seems to defy any
explanation on the part of the congregationalists; we will
nevertheless presume to examine the principles he advocated
and test their solidity and their orthodoxy by the
translations of Holy writ. The matter contained in the first
pages of the address is a repetition of the remonstrances to
the Junta, tho it is not everywhere in unison with it -~ this
part of the subject has been already noticed in communications
to the corresponding Society. The impression we received in
sending that remonstrance has been fully confirmed by the
recent address, that the object of the master spirit was to
destroy the ancient fabrick of Israelite worship and to
gradually undermine all confidence in their religion under the
pretext of divesting it of Rabbinical impurities and
interpretations; The Seal of this gentlemen (who presents
himself to notice in the character of a reformer) is to us a
little paradoxical for {f we are rightly informed he has not
been a member of the Jewish congregation for the last Ten
Years ox subjected himself to any inconvenience by conforming
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to either the Mosaic or Rabbinical laws. We fear he knows tco
little of the customs, their origin, force or value and/or
that little is indebted to Hebrew writers.

We shall continue to remark on some parts presented to
our view in a style rather too familiar for the subject, and
combining topicks totally irrelevant to it. Like Luther, he
is desirous of being a pioneer whose pious zeal iz to clear
the paths and deliver his countrymen from the bigotry of ages.
We are however disposed to doubt the affinity of their
respective cases, as well as the correctness of the assertion
that "the pen of Luther was the great intellectual lever which
shook the papal supremacy to foundations." Were we disposed
to contest this position we have ample means at hand to prove
that reformation cannot be solely credited to Luther, others
had preceded him without success, but many powerful causes
contributed at that precise period to promote a change -- a
combination not likely to occur in favour of the present
champion of Jewish reform. We refer those inclined to pursue
this unpromising subject to Buchats history of the
reformation, to Homer, and to other historians. We have no
wish to examine & controversy which led to blow and slaughter,
to the fire and the stakes, to every degree of atrocious
persecution and spiritual intolerance - we take no interest in
the variant faith of the hundreds of sects to which that
reformation has given birth. They should serve however as
lessons to our brethren and teach them to avoid the shoals and
quicksands upon which others have been wrecked. In discussing
a subject interesting only to the Jew we should studiously
avoid all contact with any of the prevailing sects of the
popular religion, - professing equal respect for them all. We
do not mean to insinuate that the intellectual powers of the
author of the discourse are inferior to those of his great
prototype or that they are incapable of (paving’ *the mountains
of® bigotry from that foundation in which they have been
imbedded since the days of Moses," could he exercise his
powers on (& less confirmed, less stubborn and less stiff
necked gons¥ The reformation now proposed we believe has
nothing to plead i{n common with that which is held out as an
encouraging example to the disciples of his school. The
synagogues possess no wealth, the Rabbis no immunities, they
pretend to no vicarious authority to pardon sins, lay claim to




“This synagogue is our
temple, this city our
Jerusalem, this happy land
our Palestine, and as our
fathers defended with their
lives that temple, that city
and that land, so will their
sons defend this temple,
this city and this land, until
the last drop of our blood
shall be shed on the shrine
of our religion and our
country.”

-- “The Building of the
Temple,” Charleston
Courier (March 20, 1841): 2



“l have not seen the paper you sent containing an account of the
Charleston congregation but have heard some passages quoted
that are certainly unorthodox. “This is our temple, this is our city,
this is our Palestine.” Is it possible a Jew can write or speak so?
Then where is the truth of prophesy [sic]? Where the fulfillment of
promises? What is the hope of Israel? Of what does the scattered
people bear withess? Alas we may hang our harps on the willow
and weep for the spiritual destruction of Jerusalem when her own
children are content to sing the songs of Zion in a strange land and
deny the words of God so often repeated by the prophets. | am
afraid the good people of Charleston are paying too much for their
organ and allow more important objects to be sacrificed. Certainly
the greatest enemies of the Jews never have denied their claims on
the country inherited from their fathers, or doubted they would be
restored to it in the time God shall appoint. How then can the
Charleston congregation sell their birth right for a mess of pottage?
But | beg your pardon, as | said before | speak from hearsay and
would fain hope there are watchmen at their posts, scattered
among the people who will warn them when they are in danger of
falling into error by the spirit of innovation which has been the vice
of ages among other religious denominations.”

-- Rebecca Gratz to Miriam Gratz Cohen, March 29, 1841, American
Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, OH
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DISCOURSE

PULTERED ©Y TUR RV, facos RUGERFELY, AT THE CHYRECRATION OF THE ORTHOROY
FINAOOIUE, CHARLESTON, §. €., ON FRIDAY vas Dog may oF snes, M00, 13rm oy
Avsure, 17,

PRAYVER FOR THE CORGEEGATION,

Armnry Goo of TIsrael, Lond of Hosts, Father of all Creatures, King
of all Kipgs, Thou who dwellest in infinsto rogions, whose fixestool i
e rurth, Thou who art the Crestor of enyriads of worlds with inswme.
o creaturen, who praise, reversnow, snd gloefy thy holy and Wesed
Nasm ! Jook down favourably from thy dwelling-place, Ibe bonveos,
upon this houss which we have erccled ta thy sserod Nome, und which
e how comsecrnte to thy holy worship, Aceept our execticos in (hy
lénssed enuse s & muerifice upon thy altar, ond msy our praises and
Imnkegivings sscond w4 & sweet savour Wibeo thy throee of glory. O
Loed, most gracioss and benign, there is none lke unto Thee is heaven
Slovw or on the earth bemeath, Thou didst koep the coronnnt with out
uncestors and give unto them the land of thy choios.  Thow didet make
them prospercss and place them abovo the pations of the enrth; vet,
= they violated thy covevaal, and transgressed ngainat Thee, Thos debst
seatier them ovor the face of the whole sxeth.  The baly lund ir & wil-
dorzesy, in the haods of echor nations ; the holy city desidase, and the
Yemple, ance thy dwelling-place, is mand 10 the ground. O Loal, what
48 we do to reconcile Thee ! how ean we serve Thoo 1o nlooe fioe tur
snfdones! We are but focble mortals, negloctiul of oty duties, led
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nstray through our weakness; we ootirely throw ourselves ca thy
wmerey and snbonnded compassion ; foe Thoo wilt et atasdon \hice
isheritance, nor forsake the children of thy covenunt, O God of lsewl,
Thou hast mee vot fund = worthy of reloring cur country % o, aud
rebuilding our Temple ;—yet our bearts are anxions to worship Thee,
and approach Thee in prayer nnd thanksgivings, We have thonfose
wretod this Bouse to thy Name, and we pow cossocrate it 1o thy wee
ship. We bave tio sacrificss to offer up 10 Theo ; but, O Loed, we will
andeavour w0 opproach Thee with parified hearts ond clean figs, wih
prayers deep and fervent, with prasses and thanksgiving, lo -n}l w0l
glorify Thes and thy holy Name. O Loed, naayest Thes be in eer
wedst and bless us, and may thy divine N2 ever rest in this boss |
mayest Thou hear the pmyers and supplicntions of all who pray B
Thee in this ssnctusry, Console the afilicted, heal the sick, give bod
to the hungry, seslensnce o 1he needy, forgivoness to the sinper, w
floction 10 the wicked, and true regentance to the violusors of 1hy -uui
law. O most gracious God, shower thy beavenly blessings apos tir
cangrogation, who have erectod this building to by boly worship, Nay
pexce ned union ever prevail nmong them ; may the spiris of gty sad
true nith asimato them aver 1 adbere irmly 1o thy hofy law, and fo st
up to thy divine precepts; may & fouling of brotherly love and cherly
ever keop thers wnited ws members of one fimily, aod assembly them it
this sanctuary 10 prsise Theo a0l thy holy and cxalted Name, 0 Fs-
ther, fill our bearts with humility and reverence ; may troe picty dwel
in er midst; may wo never become haughty and prosumptions, ec fr-
getfol of Thee,  Removo sickness and other evils from osr nidd, and
when we agproach Thee in prayor nnd supplicstion, hear us, OIG'_L
ot graciously,  Hear the child that supplicates thy divine blessng 8
behalf of tho beloved parant.  Hear the mother when she prays for bee
elildren’s welfare. Hear the widow and the fitherless who kok 1 %
Thee slooe for protection, Hear the old and decrepit, and give hest
atreagth (o endure prtiently the trials of life, Hear alf who sook The
in his sanctiry aod sesist thens, in thy infinitlo goodness. Biems, 0
Eond, all thoss who have been xealoas i the ensetion of this sanchuary |
bless the president and 1 of this eoagreg: uflhl.ly“":-
grace; mspire them with true piety uod 2 devoliona| zeal fo it
our holy worship =+ we huve inberitod it fram our and guarl

s agoinst isnovation, o snything that may tend to disturl the bl
of this congregation,  Bless, O Murviful Father, every individus] me®
ber of this cangrgatioe with heslih, and baggisess. Bl
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Bavrrwone~The new Synegague consecrted 1wo years ngo |y
already 100 emall for the lerelites of Bultimore, and they are abaut
erecting noother howss of prayer, bot far from the fist. W lenro that
o bt oo handeed feet by fily bas ben purchosed in the ightou rbood
of Baltimore und Eden Stecet, and that it will it be lotng before actinn
operations are commenoed.

Cuansaeron.—Wo call the arention of ous msders 1o the consecns
tion seemaon of the Ruv, Mr. Rosenbeld, delivered af the openieg of the
Synsgazue Shearith lsracl, 00 the Lst doy of Bll. Tt imust be borue
W wind, that 1he pervans who now worship in the new boww, were
diven from their former place of worship by the deesion of the Coure
of Appeals, confirming the mivem party in possession of all the propery
fnd baildings befonging 10 the old Beth Elohim Congregntinn.  We do
ot tow wish 1o discuss the merits of the ease i #s our (Hends are soffi-
cently acqminted with them (o many sotices which 1he Oceideat s
mamioed on the subject, Enough thas many though that they ould not
couscintiously worship wilth sheie former nssceintes ; and Mr, Rewetie
Wli's wards ane well eadeulated 10 set forth the gricvances under which
they laboured, whilst they ccusain exhortations 1o igh and
prayectial npprals to the Dty in all ocourrences and trinls of (i, May
Iy sink deeply into nll heartx—We mgrel to be remindgd hat seveenl
Iypographical errars bave orept in the addmss, which our resders will
heuse 1o corrert, Puge 332, Yine 7, aftee Y wwear” add “ Thers are
wo ways of seeving the Lord," 1st, In, &e. i pege 393, line 17, fur
*mtions,” read “ potices,” Same poge, line 29, read * Tha Lord thy
God shalt thou fear, Him shall thon seeve; what is meant by service!
nathing but the service of the heart.'” Page 334, lioe 0, foe * iy o be
eapoaed,” read “ s 16 ho expounded.”

EDUCATION,
We call the earnest nttention of our readers to the schoal which Mr,
E, Block, now of Baltimore, [ pening in New York, Mr.

I is an old frieod of ours, and there iy no nun among us, who pos.
seases more genesal nnd classienl knowledge, and whose manners are
more caleulated to win the officction of his pupile.  Wo kes confident
Bat whatover Me. B, pramises will be fithfully cxecuted, and that the
important taxk of opening a innry of classiesl learoing, Linedd

with religions insteaction, could not fafl into aber kands,  New York,
from thn number ani weulth of ifs Jewish indabimuts, is precisely the
Apot where the sttempt can best be mode with bopes of siceess ; and
o trust, that our friend may meet with 1he snccoragenent which will
watharize bim to comemence operntions ot the carlisst date.
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S0 it was that, on July 14, 1840, & special meeting of the Board
of Trustees received a petition from thirty-eight members, re-
questing that the Hoard call & general mesting of the eongregation
to consider the propriety of erecting an organ in the synagogue:

We, the undersigned members of the congregation of K. K. Beth
Elohim, feeling a deep interest in our religion, and anxious to em-
braee every laudable and ssered mode by which the rising generation
sy be made to conform to and attend eur holy worship,

Respeetfully petition Yoor body, to enll o General meeting of the
eongregation st the earliest and most convenient period you may
dietm proger . . . to diseuss the propriety of erecting an orgun in the
EVEBZOZUE to ansist the voml part of the service.

Your petitioners would be among the last to esk for innovation
In any respeet in relation to the wsges and formuln of the Serviee.
But your body is aware, that in this petition, there is nothing in-
ecompatible with the practice of our brethren where they continue
strict eonformista. It [8 a matter of notoriety that farther than a
cemtury back, an organ was made part of the seviee B Lhe ety of
Prague, the eapital of Bohemia, and at o later peciod, organs have

troduced in other parts of Germany and in the South of
France,

The majority of the Board (4 to 1; Jeshun Lazarus, dissenting]
insisted that this petition was contrary to the frst article of the
Constitution, which provided that the mode of worship in the
syragogue should be continned according to the Minkay Sephardi
[Bpanish-Portuguese custom) as always peacticed in the eity and
which prohibited any alteration in the service. Therefore, they said,
“The petition just read .. .= a violation of the constitution...,™
but desiring to gratify the petitioners, the Board would call &
meeting of the eongregation for Sunday, July 26th at 9 A, M.*

This Board acted quite differently from that of 1824 which had
rejectod the petition of the Reformed Soclety of Tsnelites, Tt was
abvious to them that this memorial had far larger backing amaong
the members — and also the support of the rabbi.

Despite diligent search, the writer has not been able to aseertain
the weather in Charleston on that July day of 1840, but whatever
it was outside, it was hot inside the meeting. Ninety members
were present and the first confliet aross when o resolution was
prisented to invite the Reverend Poznanski to attend and en-
lighten the eongregation about the subject before it. But this
resplution was voted, 56 to 31,

¥ EKBE Minutes, July 14, 1240, pp. 101-108; Slaie ex relafions, pp. 58,
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The hazzen arrived, expresssd his definite approbation of an
Orpgan and quoted several authorities to substantiate his view that
it was approved by Jewish law, — although, unfortunately, neither
the minutes nor any of our sources record the authorities he quoted.
He snswered & number of gquestions, after which he asked per-
mission to retire.

Abraham Molze (a former active member of the Reformed Society
of leraelites) then submitted a resolution, seeonded by Dr. P, M.
Cahen:

Wherens, instrumental musie, the univessal language of the soal . ..
hine beéen felt and cultivated by ol notions . . . be it resolved as the
di ination of this congregation, thai, as early as possible, an
Organ shall be procured and erected in the new Synagogue to be
purchased by veluntary contributions, and oot drawn ffom cog-
gregational funds.

The Chair, Mr. Mathan Hart, declared the resolution out of order
as eontrary o the first article of the Constitution. M. C. Mordeea
appealed from the decision af the Chair and his appeal careied 47
to 40, Then the resolution for the Organ was voted upon and
carried 46 to 40,

It ia of human interest that, deapite the intensity of feeling that
must have been expressed in this meeting, a resolution of thanks
waz voted to the Reverend Poxnanski, “for his prompt responding
to the eall of the eongregation”” and adopted; and also a resolution,
“that the thanks of the meeting be tendered to the President for
the dignified manner and impartinl eonduet during the meeting, '
wis unanimously adopled

Although none of cur sources record the authovities quoted by
the various contestants in this matter and, in the court case that
was to follow, this testimony was not admitted for the recoed,
obviously the opinions of leading Jewish authorities at this time
had a decided bearing upon the whole matter. Similar questions
were agitating European Jewry st this period. Therefore, let us
eonshider here o summary of views of leading European authorities
on the guestion of an Organ in the synagogue,

When the Hamburg Reform Temple began in 1817, German
prayers, o sermon, chomal singing and orgpan musie were introdosed.
Igrael Jacobson, to whom the rew prayer book was dedicated, was
instrumental in sscuring a number of rabbinie opinions in favor of
the new Temple and itz worship service, Among the leading re-

I HEBE Minutes, July 25, 1840, pp, 107-111, which Bst the names of thoes present
and thoee whe voted for and aguinst the crgmn.
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Embeldensd by their control of the congregation and Board, the
Reform group began to make and sugpest & number of other changes
auch as the modification of the Maimonidean creed and various
traditional prayers and hymns, to the extent that the more moderate
Reformere within Beth Elohim, although satisfied with the organ,
beearne alarmed that things might go too far. So dissension and
confliet. began te brew. Thersupon, peacemakers on both sides
arfanged & mesting of the entire congregation on July 28, 1841,
which 62 members attended. The following compromise resslutions
were offered, proposed by Abraham Moise, Jr., a member of the
Refoern group, and seconded by 5. Valentine, a member of the
Traditionalist group within the congregation:

Resolved that the form of service adopted by the Board of Truateea
up to the present period is acceptable to this mesting and will ba
regarded as established and permanent.

Hesolved, that ghould the Board of Trustees consider any changes
in the Hebrew expedient, they are respectfully requested by this
meeting to submit such changes to the people composing the con-
gregation for thelr seceptanss or rejection. ...

The Board agreed to abide by these resolutions. Then the following

resolution was passed and inserted in the Comstitution as the 16th

article:
The organ, erected in the Synagogue, may he used on all socasions
of Divine Servics, and it shall not be in the power of any Parnass or
Presldent, or any other presiding efficers, nor in that of the Board
of Trustess, or any administration whatever, either to stop or sus-
pend the use of mid orgun on any oeasion whatever, unless snc-
tloned by three-fourths of the ¥ehadin within one mile of the sty

Tt is interesting to observe that the Reformers who had taken
the pesition that the term Minhay Sephardim did not prechude
ritual chanpes, were now eareful to place in the Constitution itself,
& specific provision that a discontinuance of the organ should require
@ three-fourths wote, not only of those present at a congregational
meeting, but of all voting members within one mile of the eity.

In passing, it is to be noted that en Angust 2, 1841, the Board
rejected the inwitation of a eirealar from Philadelphin supgesting
the formation of a union of Jewizh congregations of America, for
fear of ecclesiastical authority which might be hostile "to the march
of improvement or Lo the progress of enlightened reform.”™

Yet, at the sarse meeting {practical things being practical things),

" KEBE Minutes, July 33, 1841, pp. 1TT-1E3; Slaie ex relafions, p. 10,
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it wias agreed to ask Shearith Israel to join with Bath Elohim in
hiring & shebet, and Lo signily what portion of his salary it would
be willing to contribute.™

Despite the pesce meeting of July 28, 1841, the rmoderates within
Beth Elohim continued to fear that more reforma were atill pending,
&0 when a vacancy cocurred on the Board of Trustees, they managed
to elect Abrabam Tobias, on February 20, 1842, The Board now
coneisted of Abraham Ottolengui, President; J. C. Levy, Viee-
President (often absent from the city); Abmbam Mose, Salomon
Moses, Abraham Tobias, Isaiah Moses and Isase Woolf. The first
three represented the definite Reform group. Solomon Moses and
Abraharm Tobias had originally voled for the organ, but were among
these who feared further reforms, and soen were to align themselves
with Isalah Moses and Isaae Woolf, who had voted againat the
organ, to form a Traditional party within the Boeard.

Surely enough, on May 7, 1842, the Reformers, in the words of
the Traditionalists, wanted “to abolish the long established and
time honored service on the Festival of Weeks called Tecun [ppn],
which caused great exciternent, and was considered too great an
innovation, even to command a majority of their own party,’™

But more was to come. On the first day of Passover, 1343, the
Reverend Poznanski delivered o sermon adveeating the discon-
tinuanee of the seeond day of the Holy Days, which aroused further
strong opposition. A special meeting of the Board of Trustees was
held on April 19, 1843, which wrote the bazzan asking him to in=
form it if in the future he would continue to advoeate “nnovations
of the established forms of service s chserved by us and all the
eongregations of Jews throughout the world.” The Board contended
that hia sugpestion was “a violation of the Constitution and caleu-
lated to create discord and anarchy.™

Poznanski replied that he had been authorized by & former Board
of Trustees “to make such remarks and observations as [ desm
proper”” and that the majority of these who now disapproved of his
sertnon had previously well known his opinions on the subject in
question. He concluded that since lecturing was not a part of his

" EKBE Minste, Aug. 2, 1841, pp. 180138,

™ Slafe ex relafisne, pp. 12-14. Teeus [He], wometlse sillid Tikdin, for Elabiot
wve, Is o speclal book. a form of anthalogy, which contaim ewserpts. the beginning asd
Ukt tiel, o all of the books of the Bible and of ll the Onders and Troctates of the Talmud:
also bits of tho Zober and, in additlon, peayers and péypulim referving to thoe 613 pre-
=ipts Imxo). In the knowhdge of this writer, this |s the caly time in the histary +f tha
womttiet over Heform, ihat such great excliement and eoneern were displnyed cver this
Titurgical |tem.
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ariginal duty anyway, he would discontinue all lectures and would
also discontinue reading prayess in English, and confine himsell to
Hebrew, “the performance of which only devolves on me as your
hezzan.”

This was & response with a vengeanee and the Board voled 4 to 2
that his reply was not satisfactory to them, and asked him to re-
consider his remarks (here beging the four to two split on the Beard
that was to figure so strongly in the events ahead. Abraham
Ottolengui, the President and Abraham Molze, holding the Reform
point of view and voting with the harzzen, while Solomon Moses,
Abraham Tobias, Isaigh Moses and Issae Woolf formed the ma-
Jority of four, voting against Poznanski and further reforms. J. C.
Levy, Vice-President, a Reformer, happened to be out of the city
during this crocial period.}

At a subsequent meeting of the Board four days later, the reply
of the hazzan was on hand and read:

... With the sole wiew of restoring and pressrving pesce and hare
meny in our congregaticn, I am determiced, in accordance with the
words of your query, not “'to propose or adviss in my future leetures,
innovations of the established forms of serviee, as obssrved by us
and all other eongregations of Jews throughout the world” until
the general desire of the congregation to hear the truth oo any
religious subject, and to have cur holy religion divested of all its
srrors and nbuses, shall be expressed o me through their reprenenta.
tives, your Honorable Bonrd, although to deliver either lectures o
prayers in the English Innguage & not o part of my duty.

This letter, beginning in a conciliatory manner, but eertainly not
ending that way snd revealing the hozzon as quite determined in
his point of view, was also declared uwnsatisfactory by the same
majority of the Board, and a congregational meeting was called
for three days later to consider the matter further.

In the interval between the Board meeting and the congregational
meeting, strenuous peace efforts were made betweoen the two groups
=0 that. when the congregation met, Nathaniel Levin (o Tradi-
tinnalist) offered resolutions approving the actions of the Board
and also (famazinglyl,

That the ketter of the Rev., Hazan, of the 22nd inst., wherein ha
exhibits an entire deference to the opinions of his congregution, in
his exrmest desire to presscve the harmony which has so long pre.
vailed among us, be aecepted by this meeting, and that this mesting
does not intend any reflectlons on the Board of Trustees ar the
Rev. Hazan,

And thie was adopted by & vote of 39 to 12,
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But peace was very brief that day. For Abrsham Tobias, who
had perhaps not agreed to the pesee overtures and was still quite
suspicions of the kamen on the basis of some recent conversations
with him at which time he had asked Poznanski, “Where these
changes were to end? and the beszen had replied, “that he knew
no stopping place to Reform in this ealightened age,” then pro-
posed this resolution:

Fesolved, that the established serviee af this congregatbon embrace
all the Maossic and Rabbinie Laws.

This resolution was defeated by the close vete of 27 to 24 — and
then things really began to happen.®

The Traditionalists within Beth Elohim, not failing to note that
with a ehange of only two votes they would have succeeded in
passing the above resolution, decided on & bold move that was to
have far-reaching repercussions and catapult the affsir into the
civil courts, They ealled a meeting of their group on April 30,
1848, with Abraham Abexander in the chair, who stated that the
purpoze of the mecting was to unite with

the Remnant of Ismael (Sheereet Lsrael) to stop the progress of
Reform in cur Symagogue, und to prevent the destruction of our
hiely religion.

The following was then vated:

We, the subseribers, membera of H.E.B.E, for the purposs of re.
stering the true spirié of our religion, n conformity with the Mosaieal
and Rabbinscal laws, and to relnstate the mode of service in the
Synagogue in Hazell-Street [now spelled Hasell], 88 it was practived
heretalose in the old Synagogue, do hereby invite the members af
the comgregation Sheareet lermel |spelled varfous wave In these
sourees and alse known &8 Shearith] to unite with us to earry that
ehject inte efect,

‘Thirty-four members of Shearith Israel agreed to rejoin K.E.B.E.
ot the following eonditiona:

1. That the moderates within Beth Elohim join with them te
“uee their utmost exertions to restore the service in the Synagogue
In Hszell-sireet, a8 it was practiced in the ald Synagogue haretalore,”

2. That we will muintain a Jewish religion in the true spirit of
Mesaical and Rabbinical laws, and will resist any alterations in the
maode of serviee herealter, of whatever nature they may be,

3. That a Mikveh be erected,

® KKEE Misutem, April 19, 1545, Apeil 28, 1848, Apeil 26, 1848; Slale ex relations,
. 14-18; Rickardson, pp. 250-280; Eless, pp. 214-215.
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INTRODUCTION. Definition of Poetry; difference between Sacred/and Profane Poetry.
Genius and poetic superiority of the Hebrew Language. Parallelism. Sacred Poetry identified
with the History and Institutions of the Israelites; its progress to be traced through FOUR
periods:—First Period, Fragments of Auntediluvian Peetry. The Patriarchs. Joseph. The bless-
ing of Jacob. The book of JOB; eonjectures on the time and place of its composition. Was
Job an historical or only an allegorical personage?
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aliiiny LECTURE IX. 77720 2.

First Period Continued. The book of JOB. Under what species of poetic composition
ought this book to be classed’ Proved to be a Dramatic Poem. Its general design—its plot or
action—its dramatis person®. Job; his wife; his three friends. Character of the dialogue—its
connection and progress. 4

veevrie s LECTURE IXL. %

RETR{SPECT OF FIRST LECTURE. Second Period, The national ostry of the
Hebrews originates with Moses; his writings the standard models of all subsequent Hebrew poets.
Means by which he exercises his great and lasting influence on the minds of the Israelites. Moses’
Ode on the Red Sea; his last song; his blessing; the 90th Psalm  The book of Jashar. Deborah’s

Ode. - 7
% «
Alosit oy  LECTURE IV. P
Third Perfod. Condition of the Israelites prior to the reign of Datid. His poetical talents
early developed; the vicissitudes of his life; their influence on the character of his poems. The
collection of Thillim or Psalms. The authors of that collection. Didactic poetry of the He-
brews. State of the nation at Solomon’s death.
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Aakieiey LECTURE V. 1A
Fourth Period. ProPhetic poetry, only found in the Sacred Scriptures. Balaam, the non-
Israelite prophet; his style. “Schools of the Prophets.” The meaning of the word Nabi, (pro-
phet—orator.) The authority of the prophets; whence derived; its influence. Prophecy; its
general design; characteristics of prophetic poetry.
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Fourtl:s Period contiftued. ls_aiah; his_times; ch of his iti

niah; his times; of his pathos. Ezekiel; character of his composi-
tions; force. The minor prophets. Captivity in Babylon; its influence on the language and habits
of thought of the Israelites. The three last prophets. Close of the Canon of the Old Testameat.
Concluding remarks‘N

B.—The various translations introduced are original.

Ticket for the Course........... .- Two Doilars.
Single Ticket. vesesene Fifty Cents.
Tickels for the course may be had at the Book Stores of Isaac P. Cook, 76 Market street, Joseen

Rowinson, 117 Market street, James S. Warxrs, 244 Market street, and at the door.
Single tickets at the door of the Lecture Room.
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carriage: “We have invited you hither to defend our
principles, and since these are possibly unknown to
you, I place mysell at your service to impart them
to you” "Thanks, that is not necessary,” I an-
swered, quietly, “I have come to set forth my prin-
ciples.” “In truth, vou are the man for Charleston,”
exclaimed Dr. Roderigos, extending his hand to me,
and pressing mine warmly so that I began to feel at
home, I was domiciled in splendid rooms. A negro
was placed at my disposal. I was the guest of Amer-
ican atistocrats for the first time in my life; for
there was but one German in the whole congregation,
the members of which were influential merchants,
banlkers, lawyers, pliysicians, authors, politicians, pub-
lic officials, most of them rich, and descended from
old Portuguese families. Proud were they of their
descent and their civic standing. They were people
of culture and refinement. The most prominent
members of the congregation visited me within the
course of a few hours, and I perceived at once that
my surroundings were entirely different from what
they had been hitherto. Mr. Poznanski continued to
patronize me in the most amiable and condescending
manner, Ile even explained to me, who found it
difficult to sit guiet for one minute, that it was good
form to sit with folded hands in society, Healso told
me, who had nothing to conceal, and hence always
spoke as I thought, that one must speak slowly and
deliberately ; in short, he wished to fashion me ac-
cording to the Charleston pattern. I listened to him
without laughing and without showing any impa-
tience, until he ventured to suggest that I read him

144 Isaanc M. Wise

my sermon for fear lest there be some Germanisms
in it. “If there are, you would substitute Polisms for
them,"” said I. “I speak German better than youn do,
and write a better English than you will ever speal.”
Thus ended the first act of the drama, Poznanski un-
doubtedly thought that T was an ill-mannered boor,
who would not take any advice. He put a good face
on the matter, so that we always treated one ancther
cordially, although he was rich and proud, and blessed
with a goodly share of seli-consciousness.

The magnificent temple was filled Saturday morn-
ing with fine gentlemen and ladies, Jews and Chris-
tiang, the sons and daughters of the first families;
even a colonel and his granddaughters sang in the
choir. ‘There was an air of aristocracy prevalent;
all, too, were Americans to the core. And here was
I, poor wretch, the only German in the whole assem-
bly. I, who was not yet four years in the country,
was to give satisfaction as a speaker to these people!
The more I perceived that the eyes of all were fixed
on me, the more terrified I grew, particularly becauge
I was conscions of all my weaknesses, having just
heard so many orators in Washington, If T could
have retreated with honor, T would have done so very
quickly. If I should be attacked by nose-bleed, cough-
ing, asthma, or something else of that kind, thewught
I, the matter would be only postponed. Therefore
be brave; the world belongs to him who dares. It
must he done; therefore let it be done quickly. I
would in all likelihood have hesitated long, had not
Poznanski had the splendid idea of introducing me
in a well-memorized speech. When I heard him
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