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“This synagogue is our 
temple, this city our 
Jerusalem, this happy land 
our Palestine, and as our 
fathers defended with their 
lives that temple, that city 
and that land, so will their 
sons defend this temple, 
this city and this land, until 
the last drop of our blood 
shall be shed on the shrine 
of our religion and our 
country.”

-- “The Building of the 
Temple,” Charleston 
Courier (March 20, 1841): 2



“I have not seen the paper you sent containing an account of the 
Charleston congregation but have heard some passages quoted 
that are certainly unorthodox. “This is our temple, this is our city, 
this is our Palestine.” Is it possible a Jew can write or speak so? 
Then where is the truth of prophesy [sic]? Where the fulfillment of 
promises? What is the hope of Israel? Of what does the scattered 
people bear witness? Alas we may hang our harps on the willow 
and weep for the spiritual destruction of Jerusalem when her own 
children are content to sing the songs of Zion in a strange land and 
deny the words of God so often repeated by the prophets. I am 
afraid the good people of Charleston are paying too much for their 
organ and allow more important objects to be sacrificed. Certainly 
the greatest enemies of the Jews never have denied their claims on 
the country inherited from their fathers, or doubted they would be 
restored to it in the time God shall appoint. How then can the 
Charleston congregation sell their birth right for a mess of pottage? 
But I beg your pardon, as I said before I speak from hearsay and 
would fain hope there are watchmen at their posts, scattered 
among the people who will warn them when they are in danger of 
falling into error by the spirit of innovation which has been the vice 
of ages among other religious denominations.”

-- Rebecca Gratz to Miriam Gratz Cohen, March 29, 1841, American 
Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, OH
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