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Gidon

Yiftach

Rav Hirsch 36:9  For every tribe with all its members are primarily to be attached to the
province allotted to it.  Every part of the land is primarily to be kept as much as possible stamped
with the special tendency of the tribe to which it is assigned, and every tribe is to keep the
speciality of that tribe as the mode of life of its members as much as possible, without exception. 
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9) COUNTINGS: Bamidbar ch. 26             Bamidbar 1 & 2               Difference
Reuven      43,730------------------------------    46,500                                  -2,770
Shimon      22,200------------------------------    59,300                                 -37,100
Gad            40,500------------------------------    45,650                                 -5,150
Yehuda      76,500-------------------------------   74,600                                 +1,900
Yissachar  64,300-------------------------------   54,400                                  +9,900
Zevulin      60,500-------------------------------   57,400                                 +3,100
Menashe    52,700-------------------------------   32,200                                 +20,500
Ephraim     32,500-------------------------------   40,500                                 -8,000
Binyamin   45,600-------------------------------   35,400                                 +10,200
Dan            64,400-------------------------------   62,700                                 +1,700
Asher         53,400-------------------------------   41,500                                 +11,900
Naftali        45,400-------------------------------   53,400                                 -8,000

-----------------------------------------------------------------
      601,730   603,550

 11) Bnot Tzelufchad (Num. 27)    Pesach Sheni (Num. 9)

Approach Moshe with a
problem.

Their complaint: They don’t
want to be left out!

Moshe doesn’t know, so he
turns to G-d for the answer:

G-d gives the answer to
Moshe and instructs him to
relay his answer to the Jewish
people. 
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Tamar
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22) Rav Hirsch 27:4: However, in the case of Tzelofchad the perpetuation of his name
would come to an end... and the extraordinary opportunity for its perpetuation through the
distribution of the land in the names of the family would be lost and his name would cease
to be remembered.

23) Rav Elchanan Samet- VBM- Pinchas: Were the Daughters of Tzelofchad Early Jewish
Feminists: When a man settles his ancestral portion, builds on it his family, and leaves it to his
children after him, he succeeds in establishing "his name forever."... There is no greater evil in
the life of such a man than if, when he passes away, he has no continuity and his name is lost.
This evil can occur to a man in one of two ways - either by his being separated from his ancestral
portion in one way of another, or by his death without children...The mitzva of yibum is designed
to provide children for one who has no children, so that "his name not be erased from Israel."
That is exactly the argument of Tzelofchad's daughters. Our father DID leave descendants -
five daughters - and those daughters are capable of continuing the familial continuity
generation after generation by marrying and having children and grandchildren, all of
whom will be direct descendants of Tzelofchad. They will not be without a portion. The
husbands of the daughters of Tzelofchad will be the owners of the land and they will pass it
on to their children... They were not motivated by their own rights.. but something else
entirely - the concern for the name, the memory, the continuity of their father, which will
continue to exist through his daughters and grandchildren who will live on the land which
he received from God... In several of the stories of Tanakh which revolve around the need to
establish a "name," we find that women are at the front of the battle. We can mention
several examples. Tamar struggled to fulfill the yibum obligation in the family of Yehuda. Ruth
brought about the redemption of the lands of Machlon, which will serve to maintain Machlon's
name... The daughters of Tzelofchad join this distinguished gallery, struggling for the rights
of the dead man in their family to have his name be established over his portion.

Rav Hirsch Bemidbar 36:10-12 This definite information that all the daughters of Zelophehad
married according to what they had been told, within their paternal tribe would endorse the
opinion given on v. 6, that this had been told them only as “a piece of good advice” so that
they could have acted differently without any detriment or having acted against the law. All
the more must it be reckoned to their credit that all of them acted in accordance with what
had been pointed out to them was in the best national interests.
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 33) Rabbi Michael Hattin- VBM: Pinchas: The Daughters of Zelofchad:
It does not come as a surprise that in Rabbinic literature, the daughters of Zelofchad are
unanimously perceived in a positive light... For the Rabbis of the Midrash, the audacity and
determination of Zelofchad's daughters was not only a statement about their great personal desire
to be actively involved in the task of settlement about to unfold, but, more importantly,
indicative of the spirit of all of the women of Israel. While the men of Israel fretted and
feared the report of the Spies and brought ruin upon themselves by rejecting the gift of the
land, the women had remained steadfast, for they knew that God's word would be fulfilled...
For forty years, the women of Israel had patiently waited for the expiration of the decree
pronounced in the aftermath of the sin of the Spies.  While not directly subject to its lethal
impact, they had nevertheless suffered its harsh side-effects, confined to the oblivion of the
wilderness while all around them the men-folk perished.  But during that time, they had
never ceased to hope for better days.  The men, in the meanwhile, could only bemoan their
bitter fate, waiting for the dry, desert dust to swallow them up without a trace.  Finally, that
generation drew to a close and the people found themselves camped on the outskirts of Canaan.
With the land about to be divided up among the male offspring of those ungrateful fathers,
the daughters of Zelofchad stepped forward, speaking not for themselves but for all of the
women of Israel.  "What about us?", they exclaimed. "what about our faithfulness and
trust?  What about our love of the land?  Shall our mothers' forty years of patience go
unrewarded?" God, of course, responded in perfect concord with His justice and love: "The
daughters of Zelofchad speak correctly!  You shall surely assign them a portion of land among
their father's brothers, and you shall transfer their father's portion to them…."  The palpable pride
contained in His words, addressed to five courageous young women but intended for all of Israel
to hear, may yet inspire us today.  While all around us there is despair and foreboding,
weariness of the struggle but uncertainty about how to proceed, the daughters of Zelofchad
provide us with hope: God's promise, though it may be delayed, and we may yet suffer
setbacks for fearing to trust in Him, will not go unfulfilled.  One day, the land will be
apportioned among the people and Israel shall settle it.  

6


