The Meaning of Aggadic Details
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NICANOR EXPERIENCED MIRACLES WITH HIS DOORS: Our Rabbis taught: What miracles happened to his
doors? It was reported that when Nicanor had gone to fetch doors from Alexandria of Egypt, on his
return a gale arose in the sea to drown him. Thereupon they took one of his doors and cast it into the
sea and yet the sea would not stop its rage. When, thereupon, they prepared to cast the other into the
sea, he rose and clung to it, saying: ‘Cast me in with it!’ [They did so, and] the sea stopped Immediately
its raging. He was deeply grieved about the other [door]. As he arrived at the harbour of Acco, it broke
through and came up from under the sides of the boat. — Others say: A monster of the sea swallowed it
and spat it out on the dry land Touching this, Solomon said: The beams of our houses are cedars, and
our panels are berothim [cypresses]. Do not read ‘berothim [cypresses] but ‘brith yam’, l.e., covenant of
the sea’. — Therefore all the gates in the Sanctuary were changed for golden ones with the exception of
the Nicanor gates because of the miracles wrought with them. But some say: Because the bronze of
which they were made had a golden hue. R. Eliezer b. Jacob said: It was Corinthian bronze, which shone
like gold.

N TNy Tn 9T ninin(2

NIXN T N701W D' D02 NIIT W'Y ynw NN NIXNA 1'NT Q'Y TNK DT NYyn
7V QW' X2 ,1IIT YIANWD AT N7 YapI DRAINT NI YAIX N7 'Y ,NNDWA DINT
7V QW' X2 DRAINT NINN T '7 'YW DTX INIX N7 DNXENNNO9Y N01D1 .NNSN
70 ['a1,2ANT W NNKRI 90D 7 WY NN 'T17 NY'¥n .0101,010' :X'N NINX ,NN9N
,ANNY X'NYD MI'7y 22 72V 2w NNy ,2nT 7w mir2vi qod 7w 0710 NNXI NNX
A"V 17 2w VWA L1972V 17 INDVI IFNIFY'Y T INQ ,NTAID DY 2W'Y7 N7V RIN NI

TV YNNI IRY NN 7Y 09217 nnx Lyp A"y DAYt nnwl XN ORI LYy
NIXN X7X ,NMD N9 NWX MR K7W ,NTIAYN N7 X .2 DR DI AN 7 RNy
TNYY KIN "IX ,0'MY9 'NY DD'N7K "N IR N2 2N ,NNY X 7R DRy nnx
TV NN 'K 17 DR .DMTY D YV 1IN 1'WDY DY DY TTVY NIN RE VDY)
,MIN 12 TN7 NNNY (1WITN DY NI 20 DY DN DY Al Yy an 2 TInkny
N701 wv1 0MY7 WY NdM? U nrod1 D np''nl Ny 0T [N and
DMWY Y DX, 7 DR CGRYN Y 79 1w TR 1A% NRAL L, NIYXN [NIRN YN, NTA




17 NINA DT 2AND ARNIN 70 TM7NN [N TN NN )2 XNY LM A7 R NI
NN 17 NYIND DI0'NA 17 NYNRNY NIYXN [NIX NN DT D7 107 X

Once a man, who was very scrupulous about the precept of zizith, heard of a certain harlot in one of the
towns by the sea who accepted four hundred gold [denars] for her hire. He sent her four hundred gold
[denars] and appointed a day with her. When the day arrived he came and waited at her door, and her
maid came and told her, ‘That man who sent you four hundred gold [denars] is here and waiting at the
door’; to which she replied ‘Let him come in’. When he came in she prepared for him seven beds, six of
silver and one of gold; and between one bed and the other there were steps of silver, but the last were
of gold. She then went up to the top bed and lay down upon it naked. He too went up after her in his
desire to sit naked with her, when all of a sudden the four fringes [of his garment] struck him across the
face; whereupon he slipped off and sat upon the ground. She also slipped off and sat upon the ground
and said, ‘By the Roman Capitol, | will not leave you alone until you tell me what blemish you saw in me.
‘By the Temple’, he replied, ‘never have | seen a woman as beautiful as you are; but there is one precept
which the Lord our God has commanded us, it is called zizith, and with regard to it the expression ‘l am
the Lord your God’ is twice written, signifying, | am He who will exact punishment in the future, and | am
He who will give reward in the future. Now [the zizith] appeared to me as four witnesses [testifying
against me]’. She said, ‘l will not leave you until you tell me your name, the name of your town, the
name of your teacher, the name of your school in which you study the Torah’. He wrote all this down
and handed it to her. Thereupon she arose and divided her estate into three parts; one third for the
government, one third to be distributed among the poor and one third she took with her in her hand;
the bed clothes, however, she retained. She then came to the Beth Hamidrash of R. Hiyya, and said to
him, ‘Master, give instructions about me that they make me a proselyte’. ‘My daughter’, he replied;
‘perhaps you have set your eyes on one of the disciples?’ She thereupon took out the script and handed
it to him. ‘Go’, said he ‘and enjoy your acquisition’. Those very bed-clothes which she had spread for him
for an illicit purpose she now spread out for him lawfully.
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A certain old woman came before R. Nahman and said to him, ‘The Exilarch and all the Rabbis of the
house of the Exilarch are sitting in a stolen Sukkah’. She cried but R. Nahman took no notice of her. She



said to him, ‘A woman whose father had three hundred and eighteen slaves cries out to you, and you
take no notice?’ R. Nahman said to them, ‘She is a noisy woman; but she can claim only the cost of the
wood’.
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The destruction of Jerusalem came through a Kamza and a Bar Kamza in this way. A certain man had a
friend Kamza and an enemy Bar Kamza. He once made a party and said to his servant, Go and bring
Kamza. The man went and brought Bar Kamza. When the man [who gave the party] found him there he
said, See, you tell tales about me; what are you doing here? Get out. Said the other: Since | am here, let
me stay, and | will pay you for whatever | eat and drink. He said, | won't. Then let me give you half the
cost of the party. No, said the other. Then let me pay for the whole party. He still said, No, and he took
him by the hand and put him out. Said the other, Since the Rabbis were sitting there and did not stop
him, this shows that they agreed with him. | will go and inform against then, to the Government. He
went and said to the Emperor, The Jews are rebelling against you. He said, How can | tell? He said to



him: Send them an offering and see whether they will offer it [on the altar]. So he sent with him a fine
calf. While on the way he made a blemish on its upper lip, or as some say on the white of its eye, in a
place where we [Jews] count it a blemish but they do not.
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On the eve of the Sabbath before sunset they saw an old man holding two bundles of myrtle and
running at twilight. What are these for?’ they asked him. ‘They are in honor of the Sabbath,” he replied.
‘But one should suffice you’?-One is for ‘Remember-" and one for ‘Observe.’ Said he to his son, ‘See how
precious are the commandments to Israel.’ Thereupon their minds were calmed.



