Binyamin

Genesis 37:2-3

(2) This, then, is the line of Jacob: At
seventeen years of age, Joseph
tended the flocks with his brothers,
as a helper to the sons of his father’s
wives Bilhah and Zilpah. And Joseph
brought bad reports of them to their
father. (3) Now Israel loved Joseph
best of all his sons—he was his
“child of old age”; and he had made
him an ornamented tunic.

Genesis 30:24

(24) So she named him Joseph,
which is to say, “May ' add another
son for me.”

Genesis 35:16-19

(16) They set out from Bethel; but
when they were still some distance
short of Ephrath, Rachel was in
childbirth, and she had hard labor.
(17) When her labor was at its
hardest, the midwife said to her,
“Have no fear, for it is another boy
for you.” (18) But as she breathed
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her last—for she was dying—she
named him Ben-oni; but his father
called him Benjamin. (19) Thus
Rachel died. She was buried on the
road to Ephrath—now Bethlehem.

Judges 20:16

(16) of these forces—700 of the best
troops—were left-handed. Every
one of them could sling a stone at a
hair and not miss.

II Chronicles 14:7

(7) Asa had an army of 300,000 men
from Judah bearing shields and
spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin
bearing bucklers and drawing the
bow; all these were valiant men.

II Samuel 1:22

(22)From the blood of slain,From
the fat of warriors—The bow of
JonathanNever turned back;The
sword of SaulNever withdrew
empty.

I Samuel 20:18-20
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(18) Jonathan said to him,
“Tomorrow will be the new moon;
and you will be missed when your
seat remains vacant. (19) So the day
after tomorrow, go down all the way
to the place where you hid the other
time, and stay close to the Ezel
stone. (20) Now I will shoot three
arrows to one side of it, as though I
were shooting at a mark,

I Chronicles 12:1-2

(1) The following joined David at
Ziklag while he was still in hiding
from Saul son of Kish; these were the
warriors who gave support in battle;
(2) they were armed with the bow
and could use both right hand and
left hand to sling stones or shoot
arrows with the bow; they were
kinsmen of Saul from Benjamin.

Judges 3:15

(15) Then the Israelites cried out to
GOD, and GOD raised up a
champion for them: the Benjaminite
Ehud son of Gera, a left-handed
man. It happened that the Israelites
sent tribute to King Eglon of Moab
through him.
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Judges 20:16

(16) of these forces—700 of the best
troops—were left-handed. Every
one of them could sling a stone ata
hair and not miss.

I Chronicles 12:2

(2) they were armed with the bow
and could use both right hand and
left hand to sling stones or shoot
arrows with the bow; they were
kinsmen of Saul from Benjamin.

Ralbag on Judges 3:15

Exodus 15:6

(6) Your right hand, '77, glorious in
power,

1”02 DLW

YA M oy | 73n (10)
137727777 TN M2 WK NINR
TV 1283 Y7P 23
{} :xOT” N7

’2:A”% X 0°12°7 "M2T

ajagaidalylivrRdrivalla)
0 XT127 D°J2N2 077RNWNI
1R72n 2IRW PTIRD NWR32

D3 DYV DY 1"

"N’ oW PRIW 12wwI (X)
X121 72 TR Y°WIn D2 07pi
AWy N17121N27 12%2 vawn

220 NITW 1 7Rnn 17

127 1IN PRI MWW

175K N22 017 12 1207w 12

1°77 77 UK 7177 K17 102
w177 RPW 1120 12 DA 711 717

S1PRAW 772 2917 1INN7Pha

"0 MRw

T T2 TN A AR ()
2R pyan i


https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.20.16
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.20.16
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Chronicles.12.2
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Chronicles.12.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Ralbag_on_Judges.3.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Ralbag_on_Judges.3.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.15.6
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.15.6

Your right hand, '77, shatters the foe!

Psalms 118:15-16

(15) The tents of the victorious
resound with joyous shouts of
deliverance,

“The right hand of the LORD is
triumphant! (16) The right hand of
the LORD is exalted!

The right hand of the LORD is
triumphant!”

Genesis 49:27

(27) Benjamin is a ravenous wolf;

In the morning he consumes the foe,

And in the evening he divides the
spoil.”

Hirsch, Genesis 49:27
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Note that (the verse) does not say ze’ev tired but ze’ev yetraf. Accordingly,

ze’ev could be the object of the verb, rendering the meaning “Benjamin will

tear apart the wolf...” [as opposed to the more conventional translation,

“Benjamin is a ravenous wolf”]. It will be the smallest and youngest of the
sons who will drive the “wolf,” eternal Amalek, away from the flock of Jacob.

Rashi on Genesis 49:27

(2) 79 22X° 7222 IN THE MORNING
HE EATETH HIS PREY — He (Jacob)

says this (“in the morning eateth his

prey”) with reference to Saul who
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rose as Israel’s champion in the s S 7‘?]‘[’ 299y (1)
period when Israel began to flourish 1737 17NT(.U’ ]7'(17 ]T.UDT.U V?TDDT.UD
and shine (i.e. in the morning of his 17:1::7 DI?J’T.U X797 7T

history; indeed some editions have

“7?2”, at the morning-dawn of D_IU] TRONT ,3.[.173 bbw 717”’
Israel, instead of N™5) (Midrash 01 99w N 17‘?11’ 1"n%an
Tanchuma, Vayechi 14). (3) 279 gaiahRialniakon iy kinlnlatyelis
5w P9 AND AT EVEN HE A noxb

DIVIDETH THE SPOIL— even after
the sun of Israel will have set
through Nebuchadnezzar who will
exile them to Babel, 77w p71° HE
WILL DIVIDE THE SPOIL, viz.,
Mordecai and Esther who will be of
the tribe of Benjamin will divide the
spoil of Haman, as it is said, (Ester
3:7) “Behold, I have given Esther the
house of Haman” (Cf. Midrash
Tanchuma, Vayechi 14).

Hirsch, Genesis 49

Jacob’s final glance comes to rest upon the end of days, when the last of the
world powers will be overcome...Already in the early morning, at the outset of
the nation’s history, [Israel] will deal the wolf a powerful blow, but in the
evening of time [the end of days] he will destroy the wolf completely.

Bereshit Rabbah 99:2 =197 =99 FOINTD
Rabbi Pinhas in the name of Rabbi : :

Shmuel bar Nahman: There is a 12 77N173T.U = DW:I DHJ’D "
tradition that Esau will fall only into 1wy ]’NT.U \Sialaplela 172713
the hands of Rachel’s descendants. 77“7 ]7117 1733 772 NI?N ]7513
That is what is written: “[Therefore, ,bn jvnjv) 2°N27T NIT N0

hear the schemes of the Lord that He
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has devised against Edom...] will the
young of the flock not drag them?”
(Jeremiah 49:20). Why does he call
them the young of the flock?
Because they are the youngest of the
tribes.

Esther Rabbah 6:12

(12)“Esther did not disclose her
family or her people, as
Mordekhai had commanded her;
Esther followed Mordekhai’s
instructions, as it was when she
was fostered by him” (Esther
2:20).

“Esther did not disclose her family”
—teaching that she practiced silence
for herself, like her ancestor Rachel,
who practiced the craft of silence; all
her great descendants maintained
silence. Rachel adopted the craft of
silence — she saw her betrothal gifts
in the possession of her sister and
she was silent. Benjamin her son
practiced silence — know, as his
stone in the breast piece was a
chalcedony [yashefe], [i.e.,]| he had a
mouth [yesh peh], but was silent.
Saul, her grandson — “but the matter
of the kingdom...he did not tell him”
(I Samuel 10:16). Esther — “Esther
did not disclose her family or her
people.”
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Deuteronomy 33:12

(12) Of Benjamin he said:
Beloved of 73,

He rests securely beside [God],
Who protects him always,

As he rests between God’s
shoulders.

Bereshit Rabbah 93:12

(12)“He fell upon the neck of his
brother Benjamin and wept, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck”
(Genesis 45:14).

“He fell upon the neck [tzaverei] of
his brother Benjamin, and wept” —
did Benjamin have two necks?
Rather, Rabbu Elazar ben Pedat said:
Joseph saw through the Divine Spirit
that two Temples were destined to
be built in Benjamin’s portion and
were destined to be destroyed. “And
Benjamin wept upon his neck” — he
saw that the Tabernacle in Shilo was
destined to be fashioned in Joseph’s
portion and was destined to be
destroyed.

“He raised his voice in weeping”
(Genesis 45:2) —just as Joseph
placated his brothers only through
weeping, so, the Holy One blessed
be He will redeem Israel only
through weeping, as it is stated:
“They will come with weeping, and
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with supplications I will lead them”
(Jeremiah 31:9).

Zevachim 54 T3 @At
“He covers it throughout the day, _=|3"577 »aiv by 1”7}7 7__]5-]_[»
and He dwells between his " ﬂwyﬂ 7;?3'_" 1,7'3;33 .I‘_IJT
shoulders” (Deuteronomy 33:12). e s |0 Rl S
The term “covers it” is understood R Tﬁ] t'U.I_[P'_|77 ]DPDUNN
to mean that Benjamin is J1W 1’5“3 17377 WDNJW

continually focused upon that site.
Therefore, Benjamin the righteous
was privileged and became the
host of the Holy One, Blessed be
He, as the Holy of Holies was built in
his portion. As it is stated: “And He
dwells between his shoulders.”

Targum Sheni 3:3

I am of the descendents of Benjamin. When Jacob bowed before Esau,
Benjamin was not yet born, and he never in all his life bowed before a mortal.
Hence an eternal covenant was made with him while he was still in his
mother’s womb, that when Israel goes up to their land and builds the Temple,
it will be in his nahalah, and the Shekhinah will dwell in his border, and that
all the nations will bow and prostrate themselves in his land. Thus, I shall not
bow before the wicked Haman!

Genesis 44:12 929971 MYNNS
(12) He searched, beginning with the ]PPJT ;7]_“_' 771_[1:1 U]ID]'I’"I (27)

oldest and ending with the T
youngest; and the goblet turned up NNONRANRA Y230 K317 TI?D

[ S

in Benjamin’s bag. 72
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Bereshit Rabbah 92:8

“The goblet was found in
Benjamin's sack” — once the goblet
was found, they said to him: “What

[have you done,] thief who is son of
a thief?’

Genesis 44:32-34

(32) Now your servant has pledged
himself for the boy to my father,
saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to
you, I shall stand guilty before my
father forever.” (33) Therefore,
please let your servant remain as a
slave to my lord instead of the boy,
and let the boy go back with his
brothers. (34) For how can I go back
to my father unless the boy is with
me? Let me not be witness to the

woe that would overtake my
father!”

Rashi on Genesis 44:32

(1) 7v37 NR 27Y 772 °2 FOR THY
SERVANT BECAME SURETY FOR
THE LAD — Should you ask why I

enter into the contest (champion his

cause) more strongly than my other
brothers — then I tell you: I have
more to lose; they all stand outside
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the matter (are less concerned with
it than I am), but I have placed
myself under a firm bond to be an
outcast in both worlds.

Tamar Weissman
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