Biblical Parenting Advice fromAvraham
and Yishmael

Rabbanit Dr. Tamara Spitz

1.Genesis 21:9-21

(9) Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the
Egyptian had borne to Abraham
playing. (10) She said to Abraham,
“Cast out that slave-woman and her
son, for the son of that slave shall not
share in the inheritance with my son
Isaac.” (11) The matter distressed
Abraham greatly, for it concerned a
son of his. (12) But God said to
Abraham, “Do not be distressed over
the boy or your slave; whatever Sarah
tells you, do as she says, for it is
through Isaac that offspring shall be
continued for you. (13) As for the son
of the slave-woman, I will make a
nation of him, too, for he is your
seed.” (14) Early next morning
Abraham took some bread and a skin
of water, and gave them to Hagar. He
placed them over her shoulder,
together with the child, and sent her
away. And she wandered about in the
wilderness of Beer-sheba. (15) When
the water was gone from the skin, she
left the child under one of the bushes,
(16) and went and sat down at a
distance, a bowshot away; for she
thought, “Let me not look on as the
child dies.” And sitting thus afar, she
burst into tears. (17) God heard the cry
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of the boy, and an angel of God called
to Hagar from heaven and said to her,
“What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not,
for God has heeded the cry of the boy
where he is. (18) Come, lift up the boy
and hold him by the hand, for I will
make a great nation of him.” (19) Then
God opened her eyes and she saw a
well of water. She went and filled the
skin with water, and let the boy drink.
(20) God was with the boy and he
grew up; he dwelt in the wilderness
and became a bowman. (21) He lived
in the wilderness of Paran; and his
mother got a wife for him from the
land of Egypt.
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Yitzchak and Yishmael in the Midrash

2.Bereishit Rabbah 53:11

And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the
Egyptian, etc. (21, 9). R. Simeon b.
Yohai said: R. Akiba used to interpret
this to his [Ishmaels] shame, and I
interpret this to his praise.

-R. Akiba lectured: "And Sarah saw
the son of Hagar...making sport."
Now Making sport refers to nought
else but immorality, as in the verse,
The Hebrew servant, whom thou hast
brought unto us, came in unto me to
make sport of me (Gen. 39, 17). Thus
this teaches that Sarah saw Ishmael
ravish maidens, seduce married
women and dishonour them.

-R. Ishmael taught : This term Sport
refers to idolatry, as in the verse, And
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rose up to make sport (Ex. 32, 6). This
teaches that Sarah saw Ishmael build
altars, catch locusts, and sacrifice
them.

-R. Eleazar said: The term sport refers
to bloodshed, as in the verse, Let the
young men, I pray thee, arise and sport
before us (11 Sam. 2, 14).

-R. " Azariah said in R. Levi's name :
Ishmael said to Isaac, 'Let us go and
see our portions in the field, then
Ishmael would take a bow and arrows
and shoot them in Isaac's direction,
whilst pretending to be playing. Thus
1t 1s written, As a madman who casteth
fire-brands, arrows, and death; so is the
man that deceiveth his neighbour, and
saith: Am not I in sport (Prov. xxn, 18
f.)?

-But I say 6 : This term sport
[mockery] refers to inheritance. For
when our father Isaac was born all
rejoiced, whereupon Ishmael said to
them, 'You are fools, for I am the
firstborn and I receive a double
portion.' You may infer this from
Sarah's protest to Abraham: For the
son of this bondwoman shall not be
heir with my son, with Isaac (xxi, 10).
With my son, even if he were not
Isaac; or With Isaac, even if he were
not my son; how much the more, With
my son, with Isaac!
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The Banishment of Yishmael

3.Shemot Rabbah 1:1
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And Avraham got up in the morning
and he took bread and a bottle of
water, to teach you, that he hated
Yishmael because of his evil ways,
and sent him and his mother Hagar
empty-handed and expelled them from
his house because of this. Do you
really think that Avraham, of whom it
is written (Bereishit 13,2): And
Avraham was very rich in cattle etc...
that he would send his wife and his
son from his house empty-handed,
without clothes or means of a
livelihood?! Rather, this is to teach
you, since he turned evil, he stopped
thinking about him. What was his end?
After he had been expelled, he sat at
the cross-roads and was a bandit, as it
says (Bereishit 16,12): And he was a
wild man.

4 Radak on Genesis 21:14:2

o°n nnm an 1P, he gave her enough
food and water to last for a day or two.
She was unable to carry more than
that. He also gave her a plentiful
supply of water as the distance to
Egypt was considerable. On the other
hand, she might have had relatives
much closer than in Egypt. He gave
her also silver and gold so that she
could replenish her supplies, although
the Torah did not make a specific
mention of this.

5.Ramban on Genesis 21:15:1

...All of this was because Avraham
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was commanded to do all that Sarah
said, and she told him to remove
[them] immediately. And she didn't
say to give them silver, gold, and
servants, and camels to carry
everything

6.Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 30:4

Abraham rose up early, and wrote a
bill of divorce, and gave it to Hagar,
and he sent her and her son away from
himself, and from Isaac his son, from
this world and from the world to come,
as it is said, "And Abraham rose up
early in the morning, and took bread
and a bottle of water" (ibid. 14). He
sent her away Il with a bill of
divorcement, and he took the veil, and
he bound it around her waist, so that it
should drag behind her to disclose (the
fact) that she was a bondwoman. Not
only this, but also because Abraham
desired to see Ishmael, his son, and to
see the way whereon they went.
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Avraham's Visit to Yishmael's Home

77.Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 30:6

After three years Abraham went to see
Ishmael his son, having sworn to
Sarah that he would not descend from
the camel in the place where Ishmael
dwelt. He arrived there at midday and
found there the wife of Ishmael. He
said to her: Where is Ishmael? She
said to him: He has gone with his
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mother to fetch the fruit of the palms
from the wilderness. He said to her:
Give me a little bread and a little
water, for my soul is faint after the
journey in the desert. She said to him:
I have neither bread nor water. He said
to her: When Ishmael comes (home)
tell him this |l story, and say to him: A
certain old man came from the land of
Canaan to see thee, and he said,
Exchange the threshold of thy house,
for it is not good for thee. When
Ishmael came (home) his wife told
him the story. A son of a wise man is
like half a wise man. Ishmael
understood. His mother sent and took
for him a wife from her father's house,
and her name was Fatimah.

8.Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 30:7

Again after three years Abraham went
to see his son Ishmael, having sworn to
Sarah as on the first occasion that he
would not descend from the camel in
the place where Ishmael dwelt. He
came there at midday, and found there
Ishmael's wife. He said to her: Where
is Ishmael? She replied to him: He has
gone with his mother to feed the
camels in the desert. He said to her:
Give me a little bread and water, for
my soul is faint after the journey of the
desert. She fetched it and gave it to
him. Abraham arose and prayed before
the Holy One, blessed be He, for his
son, and (thereupon) Ishmael's house
was filled with all good things of the
various blessings. When Ishmael came
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(home) his wife told him what had
happened, and Ishmael knew that his
father's love was still extended to him,
as it is said, Il "Like as a father pitieth
his sons" (Ps. ciii. 13).

O.Sefer HaYashar (midrash), Book
of Genesis, Vayera 13

And at that time Ishmael took his wife
and his children, and his cattle, and all
belonging to him, and went forth into
the land of the Philistines to his father
Abraham, and Abraham related unto
his son all concerning the treat ment
he received of Ishmael’s first wife.
And Ishmael and his children tarried
with Abraham for many days in the
land of the Philistines.
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Who was Yishmael? Tzadik or Rasha

10.Bereishit Rabbah 53:14

Where he is. R. Simon said: The
ministering angels hastened to indict
him, exclaiming, 'Sovereign of the
Universe! Wilt Thou bring up a well
for one who will one day slay Thy
children with thirst? What is he now,
Righteous or Evil? He demanded.
'Righteous,' was the answer. 'T judge

man only as he is at the moment,' said
He.

11.Genesis 16:11-12
(11) The angel of the LORD said to

79:371 77129 nvwRna.10

1XDP 79270 27 R ,Dtgi' N7 11;7'8,;:
1127 7397 1R YR MWD "R
DR D77 TNY XY 078 070717
D77 X 83 12 T2Yn ADK Rp¥3 P2
9390 LYW IR T LRI 0 Wy
RPX DTN N8 170K 077 WK LT
Anywa

2/79-Rr:3re nOwRea.11
DT W TN A2 R (%)


https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_HaYashar_(midrash),_Book_of_Genesis,_Vayera.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_HaYashar_(midrash),_Book_of_Genesis,_Vayera.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_HaYashar_(midrash),_Book_of_Genesis,_Vayera.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Sefer_HaYashar_(midrash),_Book_of_Genesis,_Vayera.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.53.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.53.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.16.11-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.16.11-12

her further, “Behold, you are with
child And shall bear a son; You shall
call him Ishmael, For the LORD has
paid heed to your suffering. (12) He
shall be a wild ass of a man; His hand
against everyone, And everyone’s
hand against him; He shall dwell
alongside of all his kinsmen.”

12.Sforno on Genesis 16:12:1

07X X70. The word X175 describes a
wild donkey, an animal that has not
been domesticated. The angel told
Hagar that the son she would bear
would be genetically very similar in
his character to a wild donkey. This
would be due to his having part of the
genes of his Egyptian mother...These
characteristics would manifest
themselves in the fact that he would
make his home in the desert, a region
not imposing restrictions on him. The

Torah testifies to this in Genesis 21,20.

The reason that the word 07X is added
by the angel in describing Ishmael,
was that he would inherit any human
traits from his father Avram. The fact
that he did possess such traits is
confirmed by the Midrash which
claims that he became a penitent
before his father Avraham's death.
(Baba Batra 16).
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