Biblical Faith and the Ways of Wisdom

& Saved
Lecture 1: Am I a substitute for God?

Joseph and the Wisdom of the Torah
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(16) And God M’ commanded the man,
saying, “Of every tree of the garden you
are free to eat; (17) but as for the tree of
knowledge of good and bad, you must
not eat of it; for as soon as you eat of it,

you shall die.”

(1) Some time later, the cupbearer and
the baker of the king of Egypt gave
offense to their lord the king of Egypt.
(2) Pharaoh was angry with his two
courtiers, the chief cupbearer and the
chief baker, (3) and put them in custody,
in the house of the prefect, in the same
prison house where Joseph was confined.
(4) The prefect assigned Joseph to them,
and he attended them. When they had
been in custody for some time, (5) both
of them—the cupbearer and the baker

of the king of Egypt, who were confined
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in the prison—dreamed in the same
night, each his own dream and each
dream with its own meaning. (6) When
Joseph came to them in the morning, he
saw that they were distraught. (7) He
asked Pharaoh’s courtiers, who were with
him in custody in his master’s house,
saying, “Why do you appear downcast
today?” (8) And they said to him, “We
had dreams, and there is no one to
interpret them.” So Joseph said to them,
“Surely God can interpret! Tell me [your
dreams].” (9) Then the chief cupbearer
told his dream to Joseph. He said to
him, “In my dream, there was a vine in
front of me. (10) On the vine were three
branches. It had barely budded, when
out came its blossoms and its clusters
ripened into grapes. (11) Pharaoh’s cup
was in my hand, and I took the grapes,
pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and
placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” (12)
Joseph said to him, “This is its
interpretation: The three branches are
three days. (13) In three days Pharaoh
will pardon you and restore you to your
post; you will place Pharaoh’s cup in his
hand, as was your custom formerly
when you were his cupbearer. (14) But

think of me when all is well with you
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again, and do me the kindness of
mentioning me to Pharaoh, so as to free
me from this place. (15) For in truth, I
was kidnapped from the land of the
Hebrews; nor have I done anything here
that they should have put me in the
dungeon.” (16) When the chief baker
saw how favorably he had interpreted,
he said to Joseph, “In my dream,
similarly, there were three openwork
baskets on my head. (17) In the
uppermost basket were all kinds of food
for Pharaoh that a baker prepares; and
the birds were eating it out of the basket
above my head.” (18) Joseph answered,
“This is its interpretation: The three
baskets are three days. (19) In three days
Pharaoh will lift off your head and
impale you upon a pole; and the birds
will pick off your flesh.” (20) On the
third day—his birthday—Pharaoh made
a banquet for all his officials, and he
singled out his chief cupbearer and his
chief baker from among his officials. (21)
He restored the chief cupbearer to his
cupbearing, and he placed the cup in
Pharaoh’s hand; (22) but the chief baker
he impaled—just as Joseph had

interpreted to them. (23) Yet the chief
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cupbearer did not think of Joseph; he

forgot him.

(1) After two years' time, Pharaoh
dreamed that he was standing by the
Nile, (2) when out of the Nile there came
up seven cows, handsome and sturdy,
and they grazed in the reed grass. (3) But
presently, seven other cows came up
from the Nile close behind them, ugly
and gaunt, and stood beside the cows on
the bank of the Nile; (4) and the ugly
gaunt cows ate up the seven handsome
sturdy cows. And Pharaoh awoke. (5) He
fell asleep and dreamed a second time:
Seven ears of grain, solid and healthy,
grew on a single stalk. (6) But close
behind them sprouted seven ears, thin
and scorched by the east wind. (7) And
the thin ears swallowed up the seven
solid and full ears. Then Pharaoh awoke:
it was a dream! (8) Next morning, his
spirit was agitated, and he sent for all the
magician-priests of Egypt, and all its
sages; and Pharaoh told them his
dreams, but none could interpret them
for Pharaoh. (9) The chief cupbearer
then spoke up and said to Pharaoh, “I


https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis%2041
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis%2041

TRIR "X OROINY RNT AYI9TNK
DR AN PTAYTOY A¥R AYI9 ©) P
T DR DR D297 W Mg YR
TN 17723 090 AR7AN () DR

70 1950 11092 WK KT K
WY 73y MY W1 NN oY) (@)
up NN 2703 22w

() N2 WO WOR PDRYTTNN
YD ODR M 1R NP2 WD
AYID n2WM () (A9n DR 3375y
o3 712370 1P A0PNR XIPN
(%) :YIR7OR N vIRY A
nRYn 070 AOPTOR e RN
ORY TPV IYRY IR IR PR 00
oY 1 (v 1INk TnoY atbn yawn
T DR "TY72 MhK? AYIeTIX
AvID 12T () 1D NN

o A2 QDD

must make mention today of my
offenses. (10) Once Pharaoh was angry
with his servants, and placed me in
custody in the house of the prefect,
together with the chief baker. (11) We
had dreams the same night, he and I,
each of us a dream with a meaning of its
own. (12) A Hebrew youth was there
with us, a servant of the prefect; and
when we told him our dreams, he
interpreted them for us, telling each of
the meaning of his dream. (13) And as he
interpreted for us, so it came to pass: I
was restored to my post, and the other
was impaled.” (14) Thereupon Pharaoh
sent for Joseph, and he was rushed from
the dungeon. He had his hair cut and
changed his clothes, and he appeared
before Pharaoh. (15) And Pharaoh said
to Joseph, “I have had a dream, but no
one can interpret it. Now I have heard it
said of you that for you to hear a dream
is to tell its meaning.” (16) Joseph
answered Pharaoh, saying, “Not I! God
will see to Pharaoh’s welfare.” (17) Then

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream...

... have told my magician-priests, but

none has an explanation for me.” (25)

And Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s
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dreams are one and the same: Pharaoh
has been told what God is about to do.
(26) The seven healthy cows are seven
years, and the seven healthy ears are
seven years; it is the same dream. (27)
The seven lean and ugly cows that
followed are seven years, as are also the
seven empty ears scorched by the east
wind; they are seven years of famine. (28)
It is just as I have told Pharaoh: Pharaoh
has been shown what God is about to
do. (29) Immediately ahead are seven
years of great abundance in all the land
of Egypt. (30) After them will come
seven years of famine, and all the
abundance in the land of Egypt will be
forgotten. As the land is ravaged by
famine, (31) no trace of the abundance
will be left in the land because of the
famine thereafter, for it will be very
severe. (32) As for Pharaoh having had
the same dream twice, it means that the
matter has been determined by God,
and that God will soon carry it out. (33)
“Accordingly, let Pharaoh find someone
who's discerning and wise, whom you
can set over the land of Egypt. (34) And
let Pharaoh take steps to appoint
overseers over the land, and organize the

land of Egypt in the seven years of
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plenty. (35) Let all the food of these good
years that are coming be gathered, and
let the grain be collected under Pharaoh’s
authority as food to be stored in the
cities. (36) Let that food be a reserve for
the land for the seven years of famine
which will come upon the land of Egypt,
so that the land may not perish in the
famine.” (37) The plan pleased Pharaoh
and all his courtiers. (38) And Pharaoh
said to his courtiers, “Could we find
another like him—a man with the
divine spirit?” (39) So Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “Since God has made all this
known to you, there is none so

discerning and wise as you.

(2) God called to Israel in a vision by
night: “Jacob! Jacob!” He answered,
“Here.” (3) “I am God, the God of your
father’s [house]. Fear not to go down to
Egypt, for I will make you there into a

great nation.

(7) After a time, his master’s wife cast her

eyes upon Joseph and said, “Lie with
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me.” (8) But he refused. He said to his
master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my
master gives no thought to anything in
this house, and all that he owns he has
placed in my hands. (9) He wields no
more authority in this house than [, and
he has withheld nothing from me except
yourself, since you are his wife. How

then could I do this most wicked thing,
and sin before God?”

(21) M was with Joseph—extending
kindness to him and disposing the chief
jailer favorably toward him. (22) The
chief jailer put in Joseph’s charge all the
prisoners who were in that prison, and
he was the one to carry out everything
that was done there. (23) The chief jailer
did not supervise anything that was in
Joseph's charge, because M was with
him, and whatever he did 77177 made

successful.

(15) When Joseph’s brothers saw that
their father was dead, they said, “What
if Joseph still bears a grudge against us

and pays us back for all the wrong that
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we did him!” (16) So they sent this
message to Joseph, “Before his death
your father left this instruction: (17) So
shall you say to Joseph, ‘Forgive, I urge
you, the offense and guilt of your
brothers who treated you so harshly.’
Therefore, please forgive the offense of
the servants of the God of your father’s
[house].” And Joseph was in tears as they
spoke to him. (18) His brothers went to
him themselves, flung themselves before
him, and said, “We are prepared to be
your slaves.” (19) But Joseph said to
them, “Have no fear! Am I a substitute
for God? (20) Besides, although you
intended me harm, God intended it for
good, so as to bring about the present

result—the survival of many people.



