The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 10
Sefer Shoftim- A book about Judges or Kings -Conclusion
Putting the units together & uncovering key themes

Review

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

SEFER SHOFTIM — Chronicle or Composition?

The final unit — chapters 17-21
What makes it a distinct unit?
NO JUDGES
NO CYCLE
COMMON REFRAIN
“During those days...

We start with the last two chapters

NO KING in Israel...”

- to complete the final unit

Noting again the satirical matter in which the story is told.

|. Shoftim chapter 20
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1 Then all the children of Israel went out,
and the congregation was assembled as one
man, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, with the
land of Gilead, unto the LORD at Mizpah.

2 And the chiefs of all the people, even of
all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves
in the assembly of the people of God, four
hundred thousand footmen that drew
sword.-- {P}

3 Now the children of Benjamin heard that
the children of Israel were gone up to
Mizpah.--And the children of Israel said:
'Tell us, how was this wibckedness brought
to pass?’

4 And the Levite, the husband of the woman
that was murdered, answered and said: ’I
came into Gibeah that belongeth to
Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge.

5 And the men of Gibeah rose against me,
and beset the house round about upon me
by night; me they thought to have slain, and
my concubine they forced, and she is dead.
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6 And I took my concubine, and cut her in
pieces, and sent her throughout all the
country of the inheritance of Israel; for they
have committed lewdness and wantonness
in Israel.

7 Behold, ye are all here, children of Israel,
give here your advice and council.’

8 And all the people arose as one man,
saying: 'We will not any of us go to his tent,
neither will we any of us turn unto his
house.

9 But now this is the thing which we will do
to Gibeah: we will go up against it by lot;

10 and we will take ten men of a hundred
throughout all the tribes of Israel, and a
hundred of a thousand, and a thousand out
of ten thousand, to fetch victuals for the
people, that they may do, when they come
to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the
wantonness that they have wrought in
Israel.’

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered
against the city, knit together as one
man. {P}

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men through
all the tribe of Benjamin, saying: 'What
wickedness is this that is come to pass
among you?

13 Now therefore deliver up the men, the
base fellows that are in Gibeah, that we may
put them to death, and put away evil from
Israel.” But the children of Benjamin would
not hearken to the voice of their brethren
the children of Israel.

14 And the children of Benjamin gathered
themselves together out of their cities unto
Gibeah, to go out to battle against the

> children of Israel.

15 And the children of Benjamin numbered
on that day out of the cities twenty and six



YD YD T27--390 92V |

N2 ¥OIN ,NIND YAV ITRONN

NIND YaY , NN DYN 291 v
,11-02 :10-T2 VN 7N YON
wa---nvm bN 1AND YOP

{a} .xom

T27 TRIND DN VOIN)
NG Y2IN 29N 92V, 19220
NN YIN ,NT-DD 1 YIN GIN

TNV ,IN-112 DY NP N
" bm\w 33 99N n’ﬂbm
-0y ﬂnnmb ﬁbnm ub noy
N "1"? "’.?N’l ;1’?2?3 ’??
12NN

See chapter 1: 1-2 — parallel
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thousand men that drew sword, besides the
inhabitants of Gibeah, who numbered seven
hundred chosen men.

16 All this people, even seven hundred
chosen men, were left-handed; every one
could sling stones at a hair-breadth, and not
miss. {P}

17 And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin,
numbered four hundred thousand men that
drew sword; all these were men of war.

18 And the children of Israel arose, and
went up to Beth-el, and asked counsel of
God; and they said: "Who shall go up for us
first to battle against the children of
Benjamin?’ And the LORD said: 'Judah
first.’

Opening lines of Sefer Shoftim

1 And it came to pass after the death of Joshua, that the
children of Israel asked the LORD, saying: "Who shall go up
for us first against the Canaanites, to fight against them?'

2 And LORD said: 'Judah shall go up; behold, I have delivered
the land into his hand.'

19 And the children of Israel rose up in
the morning, and encamped against

. nij’j Gibeah.

20 And the men of Israel went out to
battle against Benjamin; and the men
of Israel set the battle in array against
them at Gibeah.

21 And the children of Benjamin came
forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed

down to the ground of the Israelites on
that day twenty and two thousand men.
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22 And the people, the men of Israel,
encouraged themselves, and set the
battle again in array in the place where
they set themselves in array the first

3
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day.

23 And the children of Israel went up
and wept before the LORD until even;
and they asked of the LORD, saying:
'Shall I again draw nigh to battle
against the children of Benjamin my
brother?” And the LORD said: 'Go up
against him.’ {P}

24 And the children of Israel came near
against the children of Benjamin the
second day.

25 And Benjamin went forth against
them out of Gibeah the second day,
and destroyed down to the ground of
the children of Israel again eighteen
thousand men; all these drew the
sword.

26 Then all the children of Israel, and
all the people, went up, and came unto
Beth-el, and wept, and sat there before
the LORD, and fasted that day until
even; and they offered burnt-offerings
and peace-offerings before the LORD.

27 And the children of Israel asked of
the LORD--for the ark of the covenant
of God was there in those days,

28 and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron, stood before it in those
days--saying: 'Shall I yet again go out
to battle against the children of
Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease?’
And the LORD said: 'Go up; for to-
morrow [ will deliver him into thy
hand.’

29 And Israel set liers-in-wait against
Gibeah round about. {P}

30 And the children of Israel went up
against the children of Benjamin on the
third day, and set themselves in array
against Gibeah, as at other times.

31 And the children of Benjamin went
out against the people, and were drawn
away from the city; and they began to
smite and kill of the people, as at other
times, in the field, in the highways, of
which one goeth up to Beth-el, and the
other to Gibeah, about thirty men of
Israel.

32 And the children of Benjamin said:
'They are smitten down before us, as at
the first.’ But the children of Israel

4
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said: 'Let us flee, and draw them away
from the city unto the highways.’

33 And all the men of Israel rose up out
of their place, and set themselves in
array at Baal-tamar; and the liers-in-
wait of Israel broke forth out of their
place, even out of Maareh-geba.

34 And there came over against Gibeah
ten thousand chosen men out of all
Israel, and the battle was sore; but they
knew not that evil was close upon
them. {P}

35 And the LORD smote Benjamin
before Israel; and the children of Israel
destroyed of Benjamin that day twenty
and five thousand and a hundred men;
all these drew the sword.

36 So the children of Benjamin saw
that they were smitten. And the men of
Israel gave place to Benjamin, because
they trusted unto the liers-in-wait
whom they had set against Gibeah.--

37 And the liers-in-wait hastened, and
rushed upon Gibeah; and the liers-in-
wait drew forth, and smote all the city
with the edge of the sword.

46 So that all who fell that day of
Benjamin were twenty and five
thousand men that drew the sword; all
these were men of valour.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled
toward the wilderness unto the rock of
Rimmon, and abode in the rock of
Rimmon four months.

48 And the men of Israel turned back
upon the children of Benjamin, and
smote them with the edge of the sword,
both the entire city, and the cattle, and
all that they found; moreover all the
cities which they found they set on
fire. {P}

Note parallel to laws of “ir ha’nidachat” in Devarim chapt 13

Chapter 21
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1 Now the men of Israel had sworn in
Mizpah, saying: 'There shall not any of
us give his daughter unto Benjamin to
wife./

2 And the people came to Beth-el, and
sat there till even before God, and lifted
up their voices, and wept sore.

3 And they said: 'O LORD, the God of
Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel,
that there should be to-day one tribe
lacking in Israel?’

4 And it came to pass on the morrow
that the people rose early, and built there
an altar, and offered burnt-offerings and
peace-offerings. {P}

5 And the children of Israel said: "Who
is there among all the tribes of Israel
that came not up in the assembly unto
the LORD?’ For they had made a great
oath concerning him that came not up
unto the LORD to Mizpah, saying: 'He
shall surely be put to death.’

6 And the children of Israel repented
them for Benjamin their brother, and
said: 'There is one tribe cut off from
Israel this day.

7 How shall we do for wives for them

that remain, seeing we have sworn by

the LORD that we will not give them of
our daughters to wives?’

8 And they said: 'What one is there of
the tribes of Israel that came not up unto
the LORD to Mizpah?’ And, behold,
there came none to the camp from
Jabesh-gilead to the assembly.

9 For when the people were numbered,
behold, there were none of the
inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead there.

10 And the congregation sent thither
twelve thousand men of the valiantest,
and commanded them, saying: 'Go and
smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead
with the edge of the sword, with the
women and the little ones.

11 And this is the thing that ye shall do:
ye shall utterly destroy every male, and

6
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every woman that hath lain by man./

12 And they found among the
inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four
hundred young virgins, that had not
known man by lying with him; and they
brought them unto the camp to Shiloh,
which is in the land of Canaan. {P}

13 And the whole congregation sent and
spoke to the children of Benjamin that
were in the rock of Rimmon, and
proclaimed peace unto them.

14 And Benjamin returned at that time;
and they gave them the women whom
they had saved alive of the women of
Jabesh-gilead; and yet so they sufficed
them not.

15 And the people repented them for
Benjamin, because that the LORD had
made a breach in the tribes of Israel.

16 Then the elders of the congregation
said: "How shall we do for wives for
them that remain, seeing the women are
destroyed out of Benjamin?’

17 And they said: 'They that are escaped
must be as an inheritance for Benjamin,
that a tribe be not blotted out from
Israel.

18 Howbeit we may not give them wives
of our daughters.” For the children of
Israel had sworn, saying: 'Cursed be he
that giveth a wife to Benjamin.’ {S}

19 And they said: 'Behold, there is the
feast of the LORD from year to year in
Shiloh, which is on the north of Beth-e¢l,
on the east side of the highway that
goeth up from Beth-el to Shechem, and
on the south of Lebonah.’

20 And they commanded the children of
Benjamin, saying: 'Go and lie in wait in
the vineyards;

21 and see, and, behold, if the daughters
of Shiloh come out to dance in the
dances, then come ye out of the
vineyards, and catch you every man his
wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go
to the land of Benjamin.
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22 And it shall be, when their fathers or
their brethren come to strive with us,
that we will say unto them: Grant them
graciously unto us; because we took not
for each man of them his wife in battle;
neither did ye give them unto them, that
ye should now be guilty.” {S}

23 And the children of Benjamin did so,
and took them wives, according to their
number, of them that danced, whom
they carried off; and they went and
returned unto their inheritance, and built
the cities, and dwelt in them.

24 And the children of Israel departed
thence at that time, every man to his
tribe and to his family, and they went
out from thence every man to his
inheritance. {P}

25 In those days there was no king in
Israel; every man did that which was
right in his own eyes. {P}

In light of this final unit, let’s review the outline



Il. Review of the Outline

Chapter
1

9-10

10 -16

17 -21

Topic

Background - Who conquered, and who didn't
[A segue from Sefer Yehoshua to Shoftim]

Stating the thesis - the 'cycle’ - intro to the first theme:
->The danger of appointing a King
[leaving God ->trouble -> 'crying out' -> salvation -> quiet...]
[compare this cycle with Tehillim 107]

@3

Proving the thesis - the 'good' "shoftim" [judges]
The stories of
Otniel (40 years)
Ehud (80 years / includes Shamgar?),
Devorah (40 years)
Gideon (40 years, note request re: King at end of story!)
The story re: Avimelech - an'anomoly’
Intro to the second theme: The danger of not appointing a King
[ note how Avimelech does not fit the above cycle - note his character]

The stories re: Yiftach & Shimshon -

Proof from the 'not so good' "shoftim" - note years are not '40'
Note as well the numerous ‘one-liner' shoftim

Three additional 'stories' - ' not involving"shoftim"
Third & final theme: the need for educational leadership of shevet Levi
Note the phrase "ba'yamim ha'heym, ein melech b'Yisrael..."
In each story - note as well how they relate to ‘anarchy’
Pay attention to the character of the "ish Levi" involved in each story!
1. "pesel Micha" - Idol made by Micha & shevet Dan,
2. "pilegesh b'Givah" - (how & why he cut up her body)
3. "milchemet Binyamin" - the civil war against Binyamin
& the attempt to find wives for the 600 male survivors.

lI. Tehiilim 107, Applying the lesson of Sefer Shfotim

Discussion:

Shmuel the author
‘Rebbe’ of King David
Author of Tehillim

In light of this, let’s analyze Tehillim 107
Noting a similar cycle, as in Sefer Shoftim
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