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I.  Our pasuk

1. Vayikra 2:13
2V ANNM 7yn 'R7-¥ 1A N7) NAYD N7 NN N702 nnm 2777
NN 2PN NPT
And every meal offering you shall season with salt; and do not omit the salt of the
covenant of your God from your meal offering: on all your sacrifices you shall offer salt.

Il. The Dead Sea

2. deadsea.com
The Dead Sea is mentioned in the prophecy of the Seer Ezekiel. The Book of Ezekiel
(Chapter 47) recalls how he foresaw a time when the Dead Sea would be transformed
from saline waters that cannot host life into freshwaters teeming with sea life. He
prophesized that “Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will
be large numbers of fish because this water flows there and makes the saltwater
fresh... Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not
wither, nor will their fruit fail.”

The prophet Zechariah also echoed this same prophecy centuries later. He predicted
that “living” water would soon flow where today the water is salty.

These prophecies are often interpreted as follows. According to the biblical narrative,
the Dead Sea region was once vibrant, filled with life, and watered. It was only after God
rained down fire and brimstone on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah did the area
become a wasteland, and the sea became a hyper-saline salt lake. However, in the
messianic era, once mankind repents, the region will return to its original status.


http://deadsea.com

3. Zecharia 14:8
[INOXD D'D77X DN AINTRED DD77X 0N D7WNM D¥N0M IRY! KND D' Nl
NN 9N Y2
In that day, fresh water shall flow from Jerusalem, part of it to the Eastern Sea (the
Dead Sea) and part to the Western Sea (the Mediterranean), throughout the summer
and winter.

[1l. Salt in the Torah

4. Bereishit 19:26
N7 %) DAL IMINKA IAYR 02N
His wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

5. Devarim 29:22
N290NN? AYY~72 N2 NYNT) NNXN N7] YITN K7 AXIXT7) N9 N7l N119a
iNNN2A1 iI9XA NIN' 790 WYX DAY NRTX NNYI DTQ
all its soil devastated by sulfur and salt, beyond sowing and producing, no grass
growing in it, just like the upheaval of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim,
which GOD overthrew in fierce anger—

6. Bereishit Rabba 50
“He prepared a feast for them” — he had spent time in the house of our forefather
Abraham, who would welcome passersby.
[‘He baked unleavened bread [matzot].”] Rabbi Yitzhak said: A great quarrel [matzut]
arose over the salt. He said to her [his wife]: ‘Give these guests a little salt.” She said to
him: ‘Do you seek to promulgate this despicable and evil custom here, as well?’ (‘Not
only do you offer them lodging, but you wish to pamper them as well?’ It was because of
this that Lot’s wife later became a pillar of salt (Genesis 19:26).)

7. Bereishit Rabba 51
“His wife looked behind him, [and she became a pillar of salt]” — Rabbi Yitzhak said:
This was because she sinned with salt on that night that the angels came to Lot. What
did she do? She went to all her neighbors and said to them: ‘Give me salt, as we have
guests,” and her intention was that the residents of the city should become aware of
them. That is why “she became a pillar of salt.”



8. Shemot 30:35
'JTP 2INY N7AN DRIN NYYN N7 N0 ANK D'YY
You shall make it a perfume, a confection after the art of the perfumer,
memulach, pure and holy.

IV. Our pasuk - Salt on korbanot, the covenant of salt

9. Vayikra 2:13 (reprise)
7Y ANNIN 7yn '7-¥ N2 NYR N1AYN N7 NYRR N9 nnn 2777721
IN'7Q 2R NPT
And every meal offering you shall season with salt; and do not omit the salt of the
covenant of your God from your meal offering: on all your sacrifices you shall offer salt.

10. Rashi on Vayikra 2:13
DINNAN DN 1NPANY ,N'YURIA ' NYYN N'7R%7 NNIND NNy .nNa n'n
;N2 D'AD 161l N792 NATAA 177
because a covenant was established with the salt as far back as the six days of
Creation when the lower waters (those of the oceans) received an assurance that they
would be offered on the altar in the form of salt and also as water in the ceremony of
“the libation of water” on the Feast of Tabernacles.

11. Bartenura on Vayikra 2:13

' N"1N MRWOY "9 DINNNN 0 INVAINY N7N7 NNIND NMANY MMA N'n
NI'N7 12NN NNWI A MKEDRIMNNN 0NN yInNl oMY om 2 7'1an iy
NTI'N 2N ANQ 10"1 N7N2 NATA 27 n"apn |N'aN TXI TIADN XOdN D'PINN
vaTna

The covenant is enacted with salt, since the lower waters were promised, that is, when

Hashem said “There shall be a sky and it will separate between the waters,” the lower
waters remonstrated and said: How are we different from our fellow waters to be distant

from the holy throne, and then God promised them that the sacrifices offered on the
altar would include salt, as would the water libation on Sukkot, so it is in the Midrash.



12.Bechor Shor on Vayikra 2:13
,NI2721 NININA 1I2MPNY7 'R NIX )2'97 ,0'PNNn 12T N7 'YX NMa n'm
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Salt is something that preserves, therefore Hashem commanded to offer it on the
minchas and the other sacrifices, to show that the sacrifices are a lasting covenant
forever and for atonement. And it is already explained that everyone knows that
Hashem does not need scent or any sacrifices, rather the sacrifices serve to bring merit
to Israel, when a person sins and offers a sacrifice, it atones for him and he knows that
he is absolved, and he is careful not to soil himself with sin, like a person who has clean
clothing and is careful not to get mud on them, but when they are already soiled he is
not so careful; and so said the sages. When a person has sinned and does it again, he
is soiled, and it acts as a permission for him to sin further.

13.1bn Ezra on Vayikra 2:13
T KIN D 7R X7179N 2NN K7W 'Myavini 12 'R0 YR 1M
M
God caused you to enter the covenant and made you swear that you would not offer
anything which is unsalted and inedible, for that is an insult.

14.Da’at Zekenim on Vayikra 2:13
NX71 NN927 D717 N2 NaEn D YTING 0YENNN AT RINY '97 .n' nfavn X1
NUNY X7 N7OR K7 1797 'R N n"apn iy
Because it is a substance that preserves, to indicate that the sacrifices are an
everlasting covenant for atonement, and not for God’s needs, since God has no need to
eat or drink.

15. Yechezkel 43:21
I'N'7 N7V DNIR 17YD1 N7 D7y 0030 1DYYN] N 197 DRI
And you shall present them before the Lord, and the priests shall cast salt upon them,
and they shall offer them up for a burnt offering to the Lord.



16.Bamidbar 18:19
D7IV7PRY AR 'D271 19271 37 AN NG 7KW 10 WK DY TR DN 9
PRNK YT A7 N 197 KD D71V N7 N2
All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Yisra’el offer up to the
Lord, | have given to you, and to your sons and your daughters with you, by a statute
forever: it is a covenant of salt forever before the Lord to you and to your offspring with
you.

17. Divrei HaYamim Il 13:5
N2 N2 §7 D71V 7R TIT7 D070 0D 7R =R DD NYT7 DY N7
‘n'm
Ought you not to know that the Lord God of Yisra’el gave the kingdom over Yisra'el to
David for ever, to him and to his sons by a covenant of salt?

18. Rashi on Divrei HaYamim Il 13:5
NMNXI D72 .N'TR DM
with endurance and permanence

V. Salt in the rest of Tanach

19. Shoftim 9:45
YRl A0 A2TIYX DYDTNN] MYRTNX TP RIND DD 9 12 DN 70N
IN7R DYIT YD TIX
Abimelech fought against the city all that day. He captured the city and massacred the
people in it; he razed the town and sowed it with salt.

20.Yirmiyahu 17:5-8
fia7 210! "N N1 VAT Y2 DYI DT NV AWK 1220 VAR N INK DD
Thus says the Lord; Cursed be the man who trusts in man, and makes flesh his arm,
and whose heart departs from the Lord.
YD N71 NN YIN 12772 DN Y] 200 KiATH AR K N2 W Nl
For he shall be like the juniper tree in the desert, and shall not see when good comes;
but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, a salt land and not inhabited.
iinvan N NN NV YK 12N N2
Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.
Y1107V DML DN KD DR N I'YIY N7YL 7207 DM Ny YY) Rl
M9 NiWYN UM X721 ART' X7 NO¥2 MY



For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, and that spreads out its roots by the
river, and shall not see when the heat comes, but its leaf shall be green; and shall not
be anxious in the year of drought, nor shall it cease from yielding fruit.

21.Melachim Il 2:19-21
D'V DN DR TR AWKRD 20 WD QYN X1TNIN YYTIXTIN 1'WD WIR NN
N72UN YIXD|
The leaders of the town (Jericho) said to Elisha, “Look, the town is a pleasant place to
live in, as my lord can see; but the water is bad and the land causes bereavement.”
INCINRY NN DY N NYTD DN7Y 77N N
And he said, Bring me a new flask, and put salt in it. And they brought it to him.
NINITRT NTRD DAY KDY NN MMXTND MK NN DYTZY DA RYINTIR KY
N'72WN1 NN Tiy D¥n
And he went out to the spring of the waters, and cast salt in there, and said, Thus says
the Lord, | have healed this water; there shall not be from there any more death or
miscarriage.

VI. Salt in the Talmud

22. Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 5:3
N7ANIIRYD N9 N1 Y |UIVAY |20 DT NY7Y R'INT YyYin' 121 X
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Rebbi Joshua the Southerner said: There are three things of which too little or too much
is bad and average is good: sour dough, salt, and refusal.

23.Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 34a
N0, NP INY D 17K ,N9! — Y1V YR — |20 NY7Y 12 R
The Sages taught in a baraita: There are three things that are harmful in excess but are
beneficial when used sparingly. They are: Leavening (in dough), salt (in a cooked dish)
and refusal (for the sake of propriety).



