eTiM 5786 Sukkot — Rabbi Moshe Shulman

The Avodah of Water

The Biblical Story of the Avodah of Water on Sukkot

The Story of Water in Ancient and Modern Israel
Torah in Motion, Yom Iyun, Sukkot 5786
Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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How was the water libation performed? One would fill a golden
jug with a capacity of three log with water from the Siloam pool.
When they reached the Gate of the Water, they sounded a fekia,
sounded a ferua, and sounded another tekia [expressing joy]. The
priest ascended the ramp of the altar and turned to his left. There
were two silver basins there...
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R. Assi said in the name of R. Johanan The laws of ...the water
libation were given to Moses upon Mount Sinai.
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R. Judah b. Bathyra says, Of the second day of the Feast,
Scripture Says, we-niskehem, [‘and their drink-offerings’] and of
the sixth day, u-nesakeah [‘and its drink-offerings’] and of the
seventh day, kemishpatam [according to their rule]. Note [the
letters] Mem, Yod, Mem which form the word mayim [‘water’].
Here you have the biblical allusion to the Libation of Water.

AN MVYN YN MIVH .1

NNV ,NNIAND DY NDID ,)IT) DIYN DXPIO NY2INa

na . D‘Jm WA 9D MYN YN ,1b’m ning Yy

.09 Y PIN

Four times a year the world is judged: On Passover concerning

grain; on Shavuot concerning fruits; on Rosh HaShana, [all
humanity]... and on Sukkot concerning rainfall.
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...One who has not seen the rejoicing at the place of the water-
drawing has never seen rejoicing in his life.
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It was stated, Rab Judah and R. Ina differ, one of them taught
Sho'ebah and the other taught Hashubah. Mar Zutra observed:
Sho'ebah is not in error, since it is written, And ye shall draw
water in joy, and he who teaches Hashubah is not in error, since
R. Nahman stated, It is an important precept, dating from the very
Creation.
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I Kings 18
31. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the

tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came,
saying, Israel shall be your name... 34. And he said, Do it the
second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the
third time. And they did it the third time. 35. And the water ran
around the altar; and he filled the ditch also with water.

36. (K) And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that
you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have
done all these things at your word. 37. Hear me, O Lord, hear me,
that this people may know that you are the Lord God, and that you
have turned their heart back again. 38. Then the fire of the Lord
fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood pile, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the ditch.
39. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they
said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God.

41. And Elijjah said to Ahab, Get up, eat and drink; for there is a
sound of the rumbling of the rain. 42. And Ahab went up to eat and
to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he threw
himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,
43. And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he
went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go
again seven times. 44. And it came to pass at the seventh time, that
he said, Behold, there arises a little cloud from the sea, like a man’s
hand. ... 45. And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the sky was
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain.
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(15) And David had a craving, and said, "If only one would give me
water to drink from the well of Beth-lehem, which is by the gate!"
(16) And the three mighty men broke through to the camp of the
Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Beth-lehem that was by
the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; but he was not willing
to drink of it, but poured it out to Hashem. (17) And he said, "Far be
it from me, O Lord, that I should do this; shall I drink the blood of
the men that went to risk their lives?" And he was not willing to
drink it.
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(10) For the land which you go in to possess isn't as the land of Egypt
that you came out from, where you sowed your seed, and watered it
with your foot, as a garden of herbs. (11) But the land which you pass
over to possess, is a land of hills and valleys which drinks water of
the rain of the sky, (12) a land which Hashem your God cares for.
The eyes of Hashem your God are always on it, from the beginning
of the year even to the end of the year.
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... The omer is to be brought on Pesach so that the grain be blessed
for you, and bring bikkurim on Shavuoth so that the fruits be blessed

for you. Also, (by induction), present a water libation on Succoth so
that the rains of the year be blessed for you.
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1. And Elijah the Tishbite, from Gilead, said to Ahab, As the Lord
God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor
rain these years, but according to my word....
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1. And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord

came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, show yourself to Ahab;
and I will send rain upon the earth.
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