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“Noach - The Most Unlikely Hero of the High Holy Days?”

II: Noach & Yonah: The Tipping Point
Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion, Elul-Tishrei 5786-5787

Megillah 31a
On the Day of Atonement ...

forbidden marriages and for haftarah the book of Jonah.

at minhah we read the section of
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17. And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters
increased, and bore up the ark, and it was lifted up above the earth.
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4. But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a
mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship seemed likely to break up.

5. ...But Jonah had gone down into the interior of the ship; and had
lain down, and was fast asleep.
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8. Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated
from off the face of the ground;
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15. So they took Jonah up, and threw him into the sea; and the sea
ceased from its raging.
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23. And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face
of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the
bird of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth; and Noah
only remained alive, and those who were with him in the ark.
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1. And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
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15. And God spoke to Noah, saying, 16. Go out from the ark, you,
and your wife, and your sons, and your sons[] wives with you.
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11. And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the
dry land.
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1. And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth. 2. And the fear of you and the
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every
bird of the air, upon all that moves upon the earth, and upon all the
fishes of the sea; to your hand are they delivered. 3. Every moving
thing that lives shall be food for you; even as the green herb have I
given you all things.... 7. And you, be fruitful, and multiply; bring
forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply in it.
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1. And the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying:
Arise! 2. Go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message
that I bid you.

1 7ny



Torah in Motion

Rabbi Moshe Shulman

IAYN-11AVN PIWN-2ON

940 .7

I1YN
oy DPIm ‘{‘\ZQ'I'?)J RRb)a)a) ‘vo‘m -19:1\0 -n'SJ DY 33 (1)
ﬂmm

(4) Because in another seven days I will bring rain on the earth for
forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe out all the living beings
that I have made from the face of the earth."
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(4) Yonah began to come into the city, a one day's walk, and he called
out and said, "In forty more days Nineveh will be overturned."
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(20) Noach, a man of the ground, began to plant a vineyard. (21) He
drank from the wine and got drunk, and revealed himself within his
tent.
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(10) Hashem said, "You pitied the kikayon for which you did not toil
and you did not grow, which came to be overnight and perished
overnight. (11) And shall I not pity Nineveh, the great city, which has
within her more than one hundred twenty thousand people who do not
know between their right and their left, and many animals?"
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(11) The earth was corrupt before God and the earth was filled with
violence..
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.. Let each man return from his evil way and from the violence in his
hands.

Rashi Breishit 1:1

GOD (Elokim) CREATED — It does not state ' X932 “The Lord (the
Merciful One) created, because at first God intended to create the
world to be placed under the attribute of strict justice, but He realized
that the world could not thus endure and therefore gave precedence to
Divine Mercy. It is that the verse alludes (Genesis 2:4) “In the day that
the Lord God made earth and heaven”.

Jerusalem Talmud Makkot 2:6

It was asked to Wisdom: How should the sinner be punished? She
answered: ‘Evil pursues sinners’ (Prov 13:21)

It was asked to Prophecy: How should the sinner be punished? She
answered: ‘the soul that sins, shall die.” (Ez. 18:4)

It was of the Holy One Blessed be He: How should the sinner be
punished? G_d answered: ‘Let it repent and be forgiven,’ as it says:
‘Good and upright is G_d, therefore he instructs sinners in the way.” —
He instructs sinners in the path of repentance.

Kohelet — Reward & Punishment

Kohelet 8

(14) There is a vanity which is done on the earth, that there are
righteous men to whom it happens according to the work of the wicked
and there are wicked men to whom it happens according to the work
of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity.

Kohelet 11

(9) Rejoice, young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in
the days of your youth, and walk in the ways of your heart, and in the
sight of your eyes; but know that for all these things God will bring
you into judgment.

Kohelet 12

(13) This is the end of the matter. All has been heard. Fear God, and
keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. (14) For
God will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing,
whether it is good, or whether it is evil.
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Jeremiah 12:1

You are righteous, O LORD, though I strive against thee; Yet I shall
present charges against You: Why does the way of the wicked
prosper? Why are the workers of treachery at case?

Chabakuk 1

The pronouncement made by the prophet Habakkuk. How long, O
LORD, shall I cry out And You not listen, Shall I shout to You,
“Violence!” And You not save? Why do You make me see iniquity
[Why] do You look upon wrong? Raiding and violence are before me,
Strife continues and contention goes on. That is why decision fails
And justice never emerges; For the villain hedges in the just man—
Therefore judgment emerges deformed.

Yonah 4:2

He prayed to the LORD, saying, “O LORD! Isn’t this just what I said
when [ was still in my own country? That is why I fled beforehand to
Tarshish. For I know that You are a compassionate and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in kindness, renouncing punishment.

Rashi Breishit 1:4

G _d saw that the light was good, and he separated .... Here, also, we
must depend upon the statement of the Agada: He saw that the wicked
were unworthy of using it (the light); He, therefore, set it apart (5727),
reserving it for the righteous in the world to come...

Talmud Sanhedrin 111a

When Moses ascended on high, he found the Holy One, blessed be He,
sitting and writing ‘long-suffering’. Said he to Him, ‘Sovereign of the
Universe! Long-suffering to the righteous?’” He replied, ‘Even to the
wicked.” He urged, ‘Let the wicked perish!” ‘See now what thou
desirest,” was His answer. When Israel sinned, G_d said to him, ‘didst
thou not urge Me, [Let Thy] long-suffering be for the righteous
[only]?’ ‘Sovereign of the Universe!” said he, ‘but didst Thou not
assure me, Even to the wicked!” Hence it is written, And now, I
beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou
hast spoken, saying.

Rosh Hashanah 17b

“And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6).
Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not written in the verse, it would be
impossible to say this, It teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
wrapped Himself like a Shliach Tzibbur and showed Moses the order
of the prayer. He said to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them
act before Me in accordance with this order and I will forgive them.
“The Lord, the Lord,” I am He before a person sins, and I am He after
a person sins and performs repentance, “God, merciful and gracious”
(Exodus 34:6).

Rav Yehuda said: A covenant was made with the thirteen attributes
that they will not return empty-handed, as it is stated: “Behold, I make
a covenant” (Exodus 34:10).

Radak Yonah 3:10

"And God will relent"- Because all his words which he said to cause
harm to people are with a condition: "if they do not repent [they will
be destroyed]," but if they do repent, He will forgive, and this trait
comes from His traits, Blessed is He, like it says in the Torah, and so
said Yirmiyahu [as well]: "For a moment I speak of a nation [to be
destroyed]..." (Jeremiah 18:7); And so said Yekhezkel: "And when a
evil person returns from his wickedness..."(Ezekiel 18:27).

Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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Yirmiyahu 18
(7) At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning

a kingdom, to pluck up and to break down and to destroy it; (8) if that
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turn from their evil, I will
repent of the evil that I thought to do to them.

(9) At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning
a kingdom, to build and to plant it; (10) if they do that which is evil in
My sight, that they not obey My voice, then I will repent of the good,
with which I said I would benefit them.

Yechezkel 18

(21) But if the wicked turns from all his sins that he has committed,
and keeps all My statutes, and does that which is lawful and right, he
shall surely live, he shall not die. (22) None of his transgressions that
he has committed shall be remembered against him. In his
righteousness that he has done he shall live. (23) Have I any pleasure
in the death of the wicked?' says Hashem God; 'and not rather that he
should return from his way, and live?... (32) For I have no pleasure in
the death of him who dies,' says Hashem God, 'therefore turn
yourselves, and live."

Psalm 103

(1) By David. Bless Hashem, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless
His holy name. (2) Bless Hashem, O my soul, and do not forget all His
benefits: (3) who forgives all your iniquity; who heal all your diseases;
(4) who redeems your life from the pit; who surrounds you with loving
kindness and tender mercies; (5) who satisfies your old age with good
things; so that your youth is renewed like the eagle. (6) Hashem executes
righteousness, and acts of justice for all that are oppressed. (7) He made
known His ways to Moses, His doings to the children of Israel. (8) Hashem
is full of compassion and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
(9) He will not always contend; He will not keep His anger forever.
(10) He has not dealt with us after our sins, or requited us according to our
iniquities. (11) For as the heaven is high above the earth, so is His mercy
great towards those that fear Him. (12) As far as the east is from the west,
so far has He removed our transgressions from us. (13) Like a father has
compassion upon his children, so Hashem has compassion upon those that
fear Him. (14) For He knows our design, remembers that we are dust.
(15) As for man, his days are as grass; as a flower of the field, so he
flourishes. (16) For the wind passes over it, and it is gone; and its place
knows it no more. (17) But the mercy of Hashem is from everlasting to
everlasting upon those that fear Him. And His righteousness to children's
children, (18) to such as keep His covenant, and to those that remember
His precepts to do them. (19) Hashem has established His throne in the
heavens, and His kingdom rules over all.

Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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