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“Noach - The Most Unlikely Hero of the High Holy Days?”

I: RH Musaf - Featuring Noach!?!
Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion, Elul-Tishrei 5786-5787

Genesis 6:8-9,7:1

6:8. But Noach found favor in Hashem's eyes. 9. These are the
descendants of Noach. Noach was a righteous man, faultless in his
generation; Noach walked with God.

7:1. Hashem said to Noach, "Come into the ark, you and your entire
household, for it is you whom I have seen to be righteous before Me
in this generation.

Eruvin 18b

Rabbi Yirmeya ben Elazar said: Only some of a person’s praise should
be said in his presence, and all of it may be said not in his presence.
Some of his praise should be said in his presence, as it is written:
“...for you have I seen righteous before Me in this generation”
(Genesis 7:1). And all of it not in his presence, as it is written: “Noah
was a righteous man, and perfect in his generations [and Noah walked
with God]” (Genesis 6:9).

Sanhedrin 108a

Rabbi Yohanan says: ... of his generation - but not in other
generations. Reish Lakish says: In his generation - all the more so in
other generations.

Rashi Genesis 6:9

IN HIS GENERATIONS — Some of our Rabbis explain it to his credit
- he was righteous even in his generation; it follows that had he lived
in a generation of righteous people he would have been even more
righteous. Others - to his discredit - in comparison with his own
generation he was righteous, but had he lived in the generation of
Abraham he would have been accounted as of no importance (cf.
Sanhedrin 108a).

Breishit Rabbah 36:3

R. Berekiah said: Moses was more beloved than Noah. Noah, after
having been called 4 righteous man (Gen. V1, 9), is called A MAN OF
THE GROUND; but Moses, after having been called An Egyptian man
(Ex. 11, 19), was then called A man of God (Deut. XXXIII, 1).

Devarim Rabbah 11:3

Noah said to Moses: 'l am greater than you because I was delivered
from the generation of the Flood.” Whereupon Moses replied: ‘I
reached higher than you, for you saved yourself, but you had no
strength to deliver your generation; but I saved both myself and my
generation when they were condemned to destruction at the time of
the Golden Calf.” Whence this? For it is said, And the Lord repented
of the evil which He said He would do unto His people (Ex. XXXII,
14).

II Shmuel 23:1

These are the last words of David: The utterance of David son of Jesse,
The utterance of the man set on high, The anointed of the God of
Jacob, The favorite of the songs of Israel:

Talmud Avodah Zarah Sa

What is the meaning of the verse: ‘The saying of David the son of
Jesse, and the saying of the man raised on high. [It means this:] The
saying of David the son of Jesse, the man who elevated the yoke of
repentance.

Rosh Hashanah 16a

And recite before Me on Rosh HaShana verses that mention
Kingships, Remembrances, and Shofarot: Kingships so that you will
crown Me as King over you; Remembrances so that your
remembrance will rise before Me for good; and with what will the
remembrance rise? It will rise with the shofar.
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Torah in Motion

Rosh Hashanah 32a
Mishnah: One does not mention verses of Remembrance, Kingship,
and Shofar that have a theme of punishment.

Unetaneh Toket — Musaf

We lend power to the holiness of this day. For it is tremendous and awe
filled, and on it your kingship will be exalted, your throne will be
established in loving-kindness, and you will sit on that throne in truth.

It is true that you are the one who judges, and reproves, who knows all, and
bears witness, who inscribes, and seals, who reckons and enumerates. You
remember all that is forgotten. You open the book of records, and from it,
all shall be read. In it lies each person's insignia.

And with a great shofar it is sounded, and a thin silent voice shall be heard.
And the angels shall be alarmed, and dread and fear shall seize them as they
proclaim: behold! the Day of Judgment on which the hosts of heaven shall
be judged, for they too shall not be judged blameless by you, and all
creatures shall parade before you as a herd of sheep. As a shepherd herds
his flock, directing his sheep to pass under his staff, so you shall pass, count,
and record the souls of all living, and decree a limit to each person’s days,
and inscribe their final judgment.

On Rosh Hashanah it is inscribed, and on Yom Kippur it is sealed - how
many shall pass away and how many shall be born, who shall live and who
shall die, who in good time, and who by an untimely death, who by water
and who by fire, who by sword and who by wild beast, who by famine and
who by thirst, who by earthquake and who by plague, who by strangulation
and who by lapidation, who shall have rest and who wander, who shall be
at peace and who pursued, who shall be serene and who tormented, who
shall become impoverished and who wealthy, who shall be debased, and
who exalted. But repentance, prayer and righteousness avert the severity of
the decree

Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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Rav A. Lichtenstein Z”L, Alon Shevut 59, “Days of Remembrance”
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t seems to me that the sanctity of the day is bound up with remembrance in
two senses. There is no doubt that the first aspect—gathering up the past,
accumulating facts, refreshing information; as it were, exists. It finds its
primary expression in the opening of the blessing of Zikhronot, where the
character of Rosh Hashanah as a day of judgment is emphasized: “You
remember the deeds of the world and take account of all creatures from
ancient times...”

Within a few sentences after the beginning of the blessing, we encounter a
turning point. We have just heard, “For the remembrance of every creature
comes before You...,” behind which there seemingly lurks a terrible threat
to the person exposed in all his nakedness and cunning. Suddenly,
however, a new note reaches our ears: “For the remembrance of all deeds
comes before You, and You investigate the deeds of them all; and You also
remembered Noah with love, and You took account of him with words of
salvation and mercy...” From that point onward, this tone grows
stronger and stronger. It is, of course, dominant in the verses cited, and
therefore it was established as halakhah that “we do not mention
remembrances of punishment” (Rosh Hashanah 32a); but it also stands at
the center of the petition at the end of the blessing.

The fact that “You are the One who remembers all forgotten things from
eternity, and there is no forgetfulness before Your throne of glory” does
indeed recur, but it is applied toward an entirely different purpose. What
is remembered is primarily the covenant of the Holy One, blessed be He,
with the congregation of Israel, and the self-sacrifice of the patriarchs and
their descendants as its source and on its behalf. If so, then surely the nature
of remembrance is not abstract intellectual knowledge, but an emotional,
relational bond. On this plane, the very connection with the Holy One,
blessed be He, is for the good...

Nevertheless, it is clear that the remembrance to which we aspire is wholly
positive: “a good remembrance,” a remembrance of compassion and love,
a remembrance of happiness and consolation. In light of the Ramban’s
statement that “Rosh Hashanah is a day of judgment with mercy”
(commentary Leviticus 23:24), one may say that we begin with praise of
the King of Judgment, and from there declare the remembrance that gathers
and knows—and therefore also accuses and prosecutes. But we conclude
with a petition to our God and the God of our fathers, and from there relate
to the sympathetic and redeeming remembrance, to the source of “an
accounting of salvation and mercy from the highest heavens of old.”

In this duality, the two faces of the Day of Remembrance are expressed.
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