Ezra & the Rosh Hashanah that Changed Jewish History, Rabbi Shulman

Ezra & the Rosh Hashanah that Changed Jewish History:
Where Do Our Prayers Come From?
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Jerusalem Talmud: R”H 1:3

...Is there a people like this people? Usually in the world a person
who knows that he will stand in trial dresses in black, wears black
headdress, and lets his beard grow, since he does not know how his
trial will end. But Israel are not so, but they wear white, wear white
headdress, cut their beard, eat, and drink, and are happy. They know
that the Holy One, praise to Him, will perform wonders for them.

Nechemia 8

(2) Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, both men
and women, and all who could hear with understanding, on the first
day of the seventh month.

(9) Nechemyah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest, the
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people, said to all the people,
"This day is holy to Hashem your God; don't mourn, nor weep." For
all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. (10)
Then he said to them,” Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet,
and send portions to him for whom nothing is prepared; for this day
is holy to our Lord. Don't be grieved; for the joy of Hashem is your
strength.” (11) So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, "Hold
your peace, for the day is holy; do not be grieved." (12) All the
people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and
to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that
were declared to them.

Musaf, Rosh Hashanah
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It will yet be remembered on our behalf,— the love of Avraham,— by
our Master; and for the sake of the son [Yitzchak] who let himself be
bound on the altar, He will put an end to our struggle; and in the merit
of the perfect one [Yaakov], the Revered One will bring forth our
judgment to a righteous conclusion; for this day is holy to our Master.
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Brachot 33a

Shaman b. Abba said to R. Johanan: Let us see: It was the Men of
the Great Assembly who instituted for Israel blessings and prayers,
sanctifications and habdalahs.

Mishnah Avot 1:1

Moshe received the Torah at Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua,
Joshua to the elders, and the elders to the Prophets, and the prophets
to the Men of the Great Assembly. The latter used to say three
things: Be patient in justice - Rear many disciples - And make a
fence around the Torah.

Avot of R. Natan 1:1

The Men of the Great Assembly received [the Torah] from
Chagai, Zecharya & Malachi.

They used to say three things: be patient in [the administration of]
justice, rear many disciples, and make a fence round the torah.
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Ezra & the Rosh Hashanah that Changed Jewish History, Rabbi Shulman

Bartenura Avot 1:1

There were 120 elders, (including) Zerubavel, Seraiah, Re’elaiah,
Mordekhai, Bilshan, who in the days of Ezra were the ones who
emigrated from the diaspora in (the period of) the second Temple.
Included among them were Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi and
Nechemiah ben Chachliah and their associates.

Brachot 33a

Shaman b. Abba said to R. Johanan: Let us see: It was the Men of
the Great Assembly who instituted for Israel blessings and prayers,
sanctifications and habdalahs.

Talmud Megillah 17b
A hundred and twenty elders, among whom were many prophets,
drew up eighteen blessings in a fixed order’
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Kuzari 11:24

24. The Rabbi: This is a severe reproach, O king of the Khazars. It
is the sin which kept the divine promise with regard to the second
Temple, viz.: Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion' (Zachariah 2:10),
from being fulfilled. Divine Providence was ready to restore
everything as it had been at first, if they had all willingly
consented to return. But only a part was ready to do so, whilst
the majority and the aristocracy remained in Babylon,
preferring dependence and slavery, and unwilling to leave their
houses and their affairs.

An allusion to them might be found in the enigmatic words of
Solomon: | sleep, but my heart waketh (Song of Songs 5:2-4). He
designates the exile by sleep, and the continuance of prophecy
among them by the wakefulness of the heart. 'It is the voice of my
beloved that knocketh' means God's call to return; 'My head is filled
with dew' alludes to the Shekhinah which emerged from the shadow
of the Temple. The words: 'l have put off my coat,' refer to the
people's slothfulness in consenting to return. The sentence: 'My
beloved stretcheth forth his hand through the opening' may be
interpreted as the urgent call of Ezra, Nehemiah, and the Prophets,
until a portion of the people grudgingly responded to their
invitation. In accordance with their mean mind they did not receive
full measure. Divine Providence only gives man as much as he is
prepared to receive; if his receptive capacity be small, he
obtains little, and much if it be great. Were we prepared to meet
the God of our forefathers with a pure mind, we should find the
same salvation as our fathers did in Egypt. If we say: "Worship his
holy hill--worship at His footstool--He who restoreth His glory to
Zion' (psalms 99:9, Psalsm 99:5), and other words, this is but as the
chattering of the starling and the nightingale. We do not realize
what we say by this sentence, nor others, as thou rightly observest,
O Prince of the Khazars.
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The names in regular font (not bold) are repeats and are not included more than once in the total.
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The 120 Sages of the Great Assembly?
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Avot DeRabbi Natan 1:1

How should one be patient in judgement? This comes to teach that
one should wait in judgement. For all who wait in judgement - (their
minds) are settled in judgement. As it states: (prov. 25) "These too
are the parables of Solomon, which the men of Hizkiyah, King of
Judah, copied over." And (the meaning of the verse) is not that they
copied over, rather that they waited. Abba Shaul says (the meaning
is) not that they waited, rather that they explained: in the earlier
days, they would say that that Proverbs and Song of Songs and
Ecclesiastes were to be put away, as those texts spoke parables and
were not of the Holy Scriptures - and so they stood (in decisive
judgement) and hid them away. (and these texts remained hidden
away) Until the Men of the Great Assembly came along and
explained them.

Mishnah Sanhedrin 90a
Three kings and four commoners have no portion in the world to
come: The three kings are Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh...

Sanhedrin 104b

Now, who enumerated them? - R. Ashi said: The men of the Great
Assembly enumerated them. Rab Judah said in Rab's name: They
wished to include another [sc. Solomon], but an apparition of his
father's likeness came and prostrated itself [in supplication] before
them, which, however, they disregarded. A heavenly fire descended
and its flames licked their seats, yet they still disregarded it.
Whereupon a Heavenly Voice cried out to them, ‘Seest thou a man
diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not
stand before mean men. He who gave precedence to My house over
his, and, moreover, built My house in seven years, but his own in
thirteen, he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean
men.” Yet they paid no attention even to this. Whereupon the
Heavenly Voice cried out, ‘Shall he recompense it according to thy
mind, when thou refusest his judgment? shall he say, Thou shalt
choose, and not | etc?’38

(3_8) Job XXXIV, 33. It would appear from this passage that the men of the
Great Synagogue were regarded as the actual arbiters of the matter, save in
the case of Solomon.

Baba Batra 15a

The members of the Great Assembly wrote Ezekiel, the Twelve
Prophets, Daniel, and Esther. Ezra wrote his own book and the
genealogy of the book of Chronicles until his period.
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Nechemia 8

(3) He read therein before the plaza that was before the water gate
from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and
the women, and of those who could understand; and the ears of all
the people were attentive to the book of the law. (4) Ezra the scribe
stood on a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose...
(5) Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; for he was
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood
up. (6) Ezra blessed Hashem, the great God. All the people
answered, "Amen, Amen", with the lifting up of their hands; and
they bowed their heads, and worshiped Hashem with their faces to
the ground. (7) Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand
the law; and the people stood in their place. (8) They read in the
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Ezra & the Rosh Hashanah that Changed Jewish History, Rabbi Shulman

book, in the law of God, distinctly; and they gave the sense, so that
they understood the reading.

Rashi Nehemia 8:7
They translated the Torah for the people.

Meqilah 3a
What is meant by the text, And they read in the book, in the law of

God, with an interpretation. and they gave the sense, and caused
them to understand the reading?

‘And they read in the book, in the law of God’: this indicates the
[Hebrew] text; ‘with an interpretation’:this indicates the targum;
‘and they gave the sense’: this indicates the verse stops; ‘and caused
them to understand the reading’: this indicates the accentuation, or,
according to another version, the massoretic notes?

Nechemia 13:24.

And half their children spoke in the language of Ashdod, and could
not speak the language of Judah, but according to the language of
each people.

Sanhedrin 21b

Mar Zutra or, as some say, Mar ‘Ukba said: Originally the Torah
was given to Israel in Hebrew characters and in the sacred [Hebrew]
language; later, in the times of Ezra, the Torah was given in
Ashshurith script and Aramaic language. [Finally], they selected for
Israel the Ashshurith script and Hebrew language

Sanhedrin 21b

Braita: Rabbi Yosei says: Ezra was suitable, for the Torah to be
given by him to the Jewish people, had Moses not come first...
And even though the Torah was not given by him, the script of the
Torah was changed by him, as it is stated: And the writing of the
letter [hannishtevan] was written in the Aramaic script, and set forth
in the Aramaic tongue” (Ezra 4:7). And it is written “Then came in
all the king’s wise men. But they could not read the writing, nor
make known to the king the interpretation” (Daniel 5:8), And it is
written: “That he shall write for himself a second [mishne] Torah”
(Deuteronomy 17:18), meaning a script that is destined to be
changed. Why is this script called Ashurit? Because it ascended
with the Jewish people from Ashur.

Baba Kama 82a

Ten enactments were ordained by Ezra: That the law be read
[publicly] in the Minhah service on Sabbath; that the law be read
[publicly] on Mondays and Thursdays; that Courts be held on
Mondays and Thursdays...

Jerusalem Talmud Shekalim 5:1

Rabbi Yonah said: It says: 'Surely | will give him a portion with the
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong' this refers to
Rabbi Akiva, who established Midrash, Halacha, and Agaddah.
And others say this is the Men of the Great Assembly who
established the general and the particular.

Rabbi Abahu said: It says: 'And the families of scribes who dwelt in

Ya'abetz' why are they called 'scribes’ (lit. counters)? Because they

turned the words of Torah into numbers (i.e. categories)...

e  There are five who may not separate Terumah (Terumot 1:1)

e  Five kinds are liable to take Chalah (Chalah 1:1)

e Fifteen women exempt their rival-wives from Yibum
(Yebamoth 1:1)

eTiM, Elul 5784, page 5

3:h OV IV .19
111N 2T DYY PIANN PNV - DYN NN 0N

2 NP0 N .20

NN 129 NN INNN 27 IMN PIAN 12 NPON 2 NN
Y9N OIOND N1IN2 1992 NP +n o+ DNIT
m'\vm 19722 5OV DY)

NIPN M - D"IbN'l N7IN2 1992 INIPN

.OVIN M - YIon

PPIDAN VN - DY DIV

WN N2 NN DYDY PO WIN - mvm 12020
NMONN

. 2 Ny .21
317 DV OPN) ITYN 310 O DI (1)
;DY) DY 1WY2) o

$ND 1297030 /1) .22

NN NN NONNI : NAPIWY I NDITPRI XIOVIN N0 NN
ONY MIPN NN L,YTIPN NIV 112y ANd1 HNIWD
DNIYOD N 1712 ININ PYD IPNYN ANDA RNY IO
UTIPN PYI PNWUN 2ND

.29-:N9 1297730 /1) .23

9Y 719N INPHY NITY 75N MINI : ININ SO 1217, NN
YN MTP (ND) NONPDIR HINIYIY 1T

,AN9N 11 DY NINWI = 11 DY NIN NIN ROV 29 DY NI
nvmu 2N NAVYIN AN +7 xw+[N7Y 273] TNV
mvbb NIND PINI NI) +1 507+ NI NN DI
NN 19 2N v ot DN NIINY w-mb RR\ZA))
NAPI Y . IMNWAY MNAN AND - NNAT NYIND MYN
IWUNND DNNY NHYY - NMNUN

N7y 29 NAP Naa ) .24
PPY 5 N3U3 DN PIPY : NNY 1PN IHPA NYY
NN HYa

N: D DIIPY YWY’ .25

TN 02377 Y7 PINN 192 (0 wer) 1N D 027 DN
N9 VAT PRNNY NDPY 227 MY 59V PHNY DININY
M .N9ITHD NP OVIN ION .DMNIN ¥ NI
PV PHID MY PRNIY

V1 DM9ID NINaYN (m:2 00 1N ININ 727 N
APHD N HVPY NIN TDM9I0 0D ‘rmbn AR RN
N0 MNP

(N: N 1IYYIN) NI NI NYNN .

(N:N1ON) NZN2 PAPN DT IYNN o

(N: N 1102) )PNIIY NIIVID DY) NIWY UNn - e

(N: N1I) .NYIN2 NIND YY) OVOY e



Ezra & the Rosh Hashanah that Changed Jewish History, Rabbi Shulman

e Thirty six transgressions entail the penalty of excision
(Kerithoth 1:1)

e  Thirteen rules apply to the carcass of a pure (kosher) bird
(Taharoth 1:1)

e  The four primary damages (Baba Kama 1:1)

e  The main prohibited labours are forty less one (Shabbat 7:2)

Rabbi Acha said: it says: ‘To Ezra the Priest the Scribe', Why does
'scribe’ teach us? Just as he would count the words of Torah so he
would count the words of the Sages."
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Nechemia 13

14. Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out
my good deeds that | have done for the house of my God, and for
his service. 15. In those days | saw in Judah men treading wine
presses on the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and loading them
on asses; and also wine, grapes, and figs, and all kinds of burdens,
which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day; and | warned
them on the day when they sold food. 16. Men of Tyre, who lived
there, brought fish, and all kinds of ware, and sold on the sabbath to
the people of Judah, and in Jerusalem. 17. Then I confronted the
nobles of Judah, and said to them, What evil thing is this that you
are doing, profaning the sabbath day? 18. Did not your fathers act
this way, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon
this city? Yet you bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the
sabbath. 19. And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem
began to be dark before the sabbath, I commanded that the gates
should be shut, and gave orders that they should not be opened till
after the sabbath; and | set some of my servants at the gates, that no
burden should be brought in on the sabbath day. 20. And the
merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged outside Jerusalem
once or twice. 21. And | warned them, and said to them, Why do
you lodge before the wall? If you do so again, | will lay hands on
you. From that time on they did not come more on the sabbath. 22.
And | commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves,
and that they should come and guard the gates, to sanctify the
sabbath day. Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and
spare me according to the greatness of your grace.

Shabbat 123b

The Sages taught: Initially, they would say that only three utensils
may be moved on Shabbat: A knife for cutting a cake of dried figs,
and a combined spoon and fork to clean the filth of a pot, and a
small knife that is on the table. (all needed for eating). They
permitted, and then they permitted again, and then they permitted
again, until they said in the last mishna: All utensils may be moved
on Shabbat except for a large saw and the blade of a plow.

Rabbi Hanina said: This mishna was taught in the days of
Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah, as it is written: “In those days I saw in
Judea some treading winepresses on Shabbat and bringing in
heaps...
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Megillah 17b
R. Johanan said (others report, it was stated in a Baraitha): A

hundred and twenty elders, among whom were many prophets,
drew up eighteen blessings in a fixed order’.

Yoma 69b

For R. Joshua b. Levi said: Why were they called men of the Men

of the Great Assembly? Because they restored the crown of the

divine attributes to its ancient completeness.

e [For] Moses had come and said: ‘The great God, the mighty,
and the awesome.

e Then Jeremiah came and said: Foreigners are destroying His
Temple. Where are, then, His awesome deeds? Hence he
omitted [the attribute] the ‘awesome’.

e Daniel came and said: Foreigners are enslaving his children .
Where are His mighty deeds? Hence he omitted the word
‘mighty’.

But they came and said: On the contrary! Therein lie His mighty

deeds that He suppresses His wrath, that He extends long-suffering

to the wicked. Therein lie His awesome powers: For but for the
fear of Him, how could one [single] nation survive among the

[many] nations!
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Now therefore, our God the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who
keeps covenant and loving kindness, don't
let all the travail seem little before You,
that has come on us, on our kings, on our
princes, and on our priests, and on our
prophets, and on our fathers, and on all
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And | prayed to Hashem, my
God, and made confession,
and said, "O Hashem, the
great and awesome God, who
keeps covenant and mercy
with those that love You and
keep Your commandments.
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who show loving kindness to
thousands, and recompense
the iniquity of the fathers into
the bosom of their children
after them; the great, the
mighty God, Hashem of
Hosts is His name;
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For Hashem your God,
He is God of gods, and
Lord of lords, the great
God, the mighty, and
the awesome, who does
not show partiality or
take reward.

Your people, since the time of the kings of
Assyria to this day.

Brachot 33b

A particular individual descended before the ark (to lead the
prayers) in the presence of Rabbi Hanina. He said: God, the great,
mighty, awesome, powerful, mighty, awe-inspiring, strong,
fearless, steadfast and honored.

Rabbi Hanina waited for him until he completed his prayer. When
he finished, Rabbi Hanina asked him: Have you concluded all of
the praises of your Master? Why do | need all of this superfluous
praise? Even these three praises that we recite: The great, mighty
and awesome, had Moses our teacher not said them in the Torah
and had the members of the Great Assembly not come and
incorporated them into the Amida prayer, we would not be
permitted to recite them. And you went on and recited all of these.
It is comparable to a king who possessed many thousands of golden
dinars, yet they were praising him for silver ones. Isn’t that
deprecatory?
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Daniel 9

(4) And I prayed to Hashem, my God, and made confession, and
said,

"O Hashem, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and
mercy with those that love You and keep Your commandments. (5)
We have sinned, and have dealt iniquitously, and have done
wickedly, and have rebelled, and have turned aside from Your
commandments and from Your ordinances. (6) We have not
listened to Your servants the prophets that spoke in Your name to
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the
land. (7) To You, Hashem, belongs righteousness, but to us shame
of face, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and to all Israel, that are near, and that are far off,
through all the countries to which You have driven them, because
they dealt treacherously with You. (8) Hashem, to us belongs shame
of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we
have sinned against You. (9) To Hashem, our God, belongs
compassions and forgiveness; for we have rebelled against Him.
(10) And we have not listened to the voice of Hashem, our God, to
walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the
prophets. (11) Yes, all Israel have transgressed Your law, and have
turned aside, so as not to listen to Your voice; and so there has been
poured out upon us the curse and the oath that is written in the Law
of Moses the servant of God; for we have sinned against Him. (12)
And He has confirmed His word which He spoke against us and
against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil
such as has not been done under the whole heaven as has been done
to Jerusalem. (13) As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this evil
has come upon us; yet have we not entreated the favor of Hashem
our God, that we might turn from our iniquities and discern Your
truth. (14) And so Hashem has watched over the evil and brought it
upon us; for Hashem, our God, is righteous in all His works which
He has done, and we have not listened to His voice. (15) And now,
Hashem, our God who brought Your people out from the land of
Egypt with a strong hand, and made for Yourself a name, as on this
day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. (Daniel 9:15) (16)
Hashem, by all Your righteousness, please may Your anger and
Your wrath turn away from Your city Yerushalayim, Your holy
mountain. For, through our sins and through our father's iniquities
Yerushalayim and Your people have become a disgrace to all
around us. (Daniel 9:16) (17) And now, listen, our God, to Your
servant's prayer and to his pleas, and let Your face shine upon Your
desolate sanctuary, for the sake of Hashem. (Daniel 9:17) (18)
Incline, my God, Your ear, and listen! Open Your eyes and see our
desolation and that of the city which is called by Your name; for not
due to our righteousness do we cast our pleas before You, but due
to Your abundant mercy. (Daniel 9:18) (19) Hashem, listen!
Hashem, forgive! Hashem, pay attention and act; do not delay, for
Your sake, my God, because Your city and Your people are called
by Your name.

Rambam Teshuva 2:2

What is teshuvah? It is when a person abandons the sin that he
sinned and removes it from his thoughts and commits in his heart
that he will not do it again, as it says, The wicked should abandon
his path etc. (Isaiah 55:7). And also that he regrets sinning, as it
says, After | returned | regretted (Jeremiah 31:18). And the One
Who Knows Hidden Things testifies about him that he will never
return to this sin, as it says, And we will no longer call the work of
our hands “god” etc. (Hosea 14:4). And he must confess verbally
and say these things that he has committed in his heart.
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Shabbat 88a

And they stood under the mount: R. Abdimi b. Hama b. Hasa said:
This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, overturned the
mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask, and said to them,” If ye
accept the Torah, ‘tis well; if not, there shall be your burial.” R. Aha
b. Jacob observed: This furnishes a strong protest against the
Torah.'® Said Raba, Yet even so, they reaccepted it in the days of
Ahasuerus, for it is written, [the Jews] confirmed, and took upon
them [etc.]: [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had accepted long
before.

(16) It provides an excuse for non-observance, since it was forcibly imposed
in the first place.

Sifrei Shelach 115

As Israel said (Ezekiel 20:1) "There came to me (Ezekiel) men of
the elders of Israel to make inquiry of the L-rd, and they sat before
me." They said to him: A servant whose Master has sold him, does
he not leave His domain? Ezekiel: Yes. They: Since the L-rd has
sold us to the nations, we have left His domain. Ezekiel: A servant
whose Master has sold him in order to return, does he leave His
domain? (Ibid. 32-33) "And what enters your minds, it shall not be,
your saying: We will be like the nations, like the families of the
lands, to serve wood and stone. As | live, says the L-rd G-d. | swear
to you that I will rule over you with a strong hand and with an
outstretched arm and with outpoured wrath!"

Ezekiel 20

32. And that which comes into your mind shall never come about,
that you say, We will be as the nations, as the families of the
countries, to serve wood and stone. 33. As | live, says the Lord
God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and
with fury poured out, will I rule over you; 34. And | will bring you
out from the peoples, and will gather you out of the countries where
you are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm,
and with fury poured out. 35. And I will bring you into the
wilderness of the people, and there will | remonstrate with you face
to face.
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Sanhedrin 21b
Braita: Rabbi Yosei says: Ezra was suitable, for the Torah to be
given by him to the Jewish people, had Moses not come first...
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