Emor: Ezekiel 44: 15-31

But the levitical priests descended from Zadok, who
maintained the service of My Sanctuary when the
people of Israel went astray from Me—they shall
approach Me to minister to Me; they shall stand before
Me to offer Me fat and blood—declares the Lord GOD.
They alone may enter My Sanctuary and they alone
shall approach My table to minister to Me; and they
shall keep My charge.
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And when they enter the gates of the inner court, they
shall wear linen vestments: they shall have nothing
woolen upon them when they minister inside the gates
of the inner court. They shall have linen turbans on
their heads and linen breeches on their loins; they shall
not gird themselves with anything that causes sweat.
When they go out to the outer court—the outer court
where the people are—they shall remove the
vestments in which they minister and shall deposit
them in the sacred chambers; they shall put on other
garments, lest they make the people consecrated by
[contact with] their vestments.
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They shall neither shave their heads nor let their hair
go untrimmed; they shall keep their hair trimmed. No
priest shall drink wine when he enters into the inner
court.
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They shall not marry widows or divorced women; they
may marry only virgins of the stock of the House of
Israel, or widows who are widows of priests. They shall
declare to My people what is sacred and what is
profane and inform them what is clean and what is
unclean. In lawsuits, too, it is they who shall act as
judges; they shall decide them in accordance with My
rules. They shall preserve My teachings and My laws
regarding all My fixed occasions; and they shall
maintain the sanctity of My sabbaths.
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[A priest] shall not defile himself by entering [a house]
where there is a dead person. He shall defile himself only for
father or mother, son or daughter, brother or unmarried
sister. After he has become clean, seven days shall be
counted off for him; and on the day that he reenters the
inner court of the Sanctuary to minister in the Sanctuary, he
shall present his sin offering—declares the Lord GOD.

IRNDVY RI2 RH DTR NN OR) (1)
rm'; navy 129 nx‘;w AR5 oR
WIRY NN ND TUR mrm‘;n
NYaw inInw MNR) (13) IRPY
5% INa mm (9) .39 179D apal)
NIYY NNNaN ¥NN 'm YIpn
JOYIR ORY INRYN 21 UTPa




IR NPMY DN? NN (M)

mb NHN R NINRY nnbm
ninn (03) DI NN bmwn
‘7:n DIYINS nnRD DYRM NRYNM
®) .o m‘; 'pmu’: DN
nmaIn '7:n 9 392 ‘7: NYYRY
o nu'\:': D2’NININ YdN 59
hEY, NHN DNIDIY MYRTY
53 (RY) .73 Y8 N2 n’n‘:
nRNIN 1M IV 1N N9V 1Y)
tm-m wb:w N9

This shall be their portion, for | am their portion; and
no holding shall be given them in Israel, for | am their
holding. The meal offerings, sin offerings, and guilt
offerings shall be consumed by them. Everything
proscribed in Israel shall be theirs. All the choice first
fruits of every kind, and all the gifts of every kind—of
all your contributions—shall go to the priests. You shall
further give the first of the yield of your baking to the
priest, that a blessing may rest upon your home. Priests
shall not eat anything, whether bird or animal, that
died or was torn by beasts.

Nexus of the Haftarah and the Sidrah

The connection of this week’s haftarah and sidrah is patent. A good number of the laws specific

to kohanim that were revealed in the Torah—mostly in Emor—are reiterated in Ezekiel 44

They shall neither shave
their heads nor let their
hair go untrimmed; they
shall keep their hair
trimmed.
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No priest shall drink
wine when he enters
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Drink no wine or other
intoxicant, you or your
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women; they may
marry only virgins of the
stock of the House of
Israel, or widows who
are widows of priests.
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nor shall they marry one
divorced from her
husband. For they are holy
to their God.

A widow, or a divorced
woman, or one who is
degraded by harlotry—
such he may not marry.
Only a virgin of his own kin
may he take to wife.
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They shall declare to My
people what is sacred
and what is profane and
inform them what is
clean and what is
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For you must distinguish
between the sacred and
the profane, and between
the unclean and the clean.
You must teach the
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If a case is too baffling for you to decide, be it a controversy over homicide, civil law, or
assault—matters of dispute in your courts—you shall promptly repair to the place that the
LORD your God will have chosen, and appear before the levitical priests, or the magistrate in
charge at the time, and present your problem. When they have announced to you the verdict in
the case.
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The levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no territorial portion with Israel. They
shall live only off the LORD’s offerings by fire as their portion and shall have no portion among
their brother tribes: the LORD is their portion, as He promised them.
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The priests, sons of Levi, shall come forward; for the LORD your God has chosen them to
minister to Him and to pronounce blessing in the name of the LORD, and every lawsuit and case

of assault is subject to their ruling.
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Moses and the levitical priests spoke to all Israel, saying: Silence! Hear, O Israel! Today you have
become the people of the LORD your God: Heed the LORD your God and observe His
commandments and His laws, which | enjoin upon you this day.
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And now, O priests, this charge is for you: Unless you obey and unless you lay it to heart, and do
honor to My name—said the LORD of Hosts—I will send a curse and turn your blessings into
curses. (Indeed, | have turned them into curses, because you do not lay it to heart.) | will put
your seed under a ban, and | will strew dung upon your faces, the dung of your festal sacrifices,
and you shall be carried out to its [heap]. Know, then, that | have sent this charge to you that
My covenant with Levi may endure—said the LORD of Hosts. | had with him a covenant of life
and well-being, which | gave to him, and of reverence, which he showed Me. For he stood in
awe of My name. Proper rulings were in his mouth, And nothing perverse was on his lips; He
served Me with complete loyalty And held the many back from iniquity. For the lips of a priest
guard knowledge, And men seek rulings from his mouth; For he is a messenger of the LORD of
Hosts.
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How could Rabbi Meir study Torah from Acher? Did not Raba bar bar Hana say in the
name of R. Yochanan, What is the sense of the verse: “For the lips of a priest guard
knowledge, and men seek rulings from his mouth; for he is a messenger of the LORD of
Hosts”? If he resembles an angel of the Lord of Hosts, let Torah be sought from his
mouth; otherwise, let it not be sought.
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And the chamber that faces north is for the priests who perform the duties of the altar—they
are the descendants of Zadok, who alone of the descendants of Levi may approach the LORD to
minister to Him.
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He mentioned Zadok because he was the first kohen gadol is the Temple that Solomon built. To
wit: “They again proclaimed Solomon son of David king, and they anointed him as ruler before
the LORD, and Zadok as high priest” (1 Chr. 29:22). He was descended from Elazar the Kohen to
whose son Pinchas and his descendants [God] vouchsafed a priestly covenant. [Whereas] the
descendants of Itamar [son of Aaron] fell from the priestly status on account of the curse of Eli.
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Sadducees say: Those who deny the Oral Law are called Sadducees after Zadok and Boethus,
students of Antigonus of Sokho, who launched this accursed matter. They heard their teacher
say: “Be not as servants who toil for their master without anticipation of reward” (Avot 1:3) and
said: Is it conceivable that a worker will toil all day and not be paid his salary? They split from
the Sages and were joined by Jewish sectarians, and until this day there are remnants of those
groups in Egypt and Constantinople. They are thorns in our eyes and brambles in our sides, and
we call them Karaites because they only accept the Written Law (Mikra’).



