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The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the South, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim; and
he fought against Israel, and took some of them captive. Israel vowed a vow to Hashem, and said, "If you
will indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities." Hashem listened to

the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and
the name of the place was called Hormah.
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Then the Amalekite came down, and the Canaanite who lived in that mountain, and struck them and beat
them down, even to Hormah.
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Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they struck the Canaanites who inhabited Zephath and utterly
destroyed it. The name of the city was called Hormah.
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..due to the ban. And this is the same place where they chased the Children of Israel when they presumed
to go up, as it is written: and struck them and beat them down, even to Hormah. And it spoke there based on the
future, that it is now called Hormah, a proper noun. And perhaps what is said here: [that they came] by way
of the spies, and that they fought them and took some of them captive, is said in reference to that [earlier] battle,
for then they were defeated since they had violated the decree of the Omnipresent. And it had been in the
hearts of Israel to take vengeance against them, and now they prayed about them and He gave them
vengeance from them, as it details here.
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The correct interpretation appears to me to be that this king of Arad dwelt in the south on the western side
of the Jordan, in the land of Canaan near the Jordan, bordering onto the land of the children of Judah, near
Hebron which is in the south; and he heard from afar of the coming of the children of Israel, so he [the king]
came by the way of Atharim to the plains of Moab to fight there against Israel. This is the meaning of the
word 'vayishma' (and he heard) [i.e., he heard from a distance]. Therefore Scripture relates that he dwelt in
the south in the land of Canaan, [to point out] that he came from another land, to the place where Israel
was [encamped]. Then Israel vowed a vow unto the Eternal that if He would deliver him [the king of Arad]
into their hand, they would dedicate all that they had to God. And Scripture [further] relates that God
heard their prayer, and the vow that they had vowed unto God, they fulfilled, for they killed them now in
the days of Moses, as He had commanded, None devoted, that may be devoted of men, shall be ransomed;
he shall surely be put to death, and they gave all their spoils into the treasury of the House of the Eternal.
Scripture continued by relating here that Israel also laid their cities waste when they came into the land of
Canaan, after the death of Joshua, in order to fulfill the vow which they had made, and they called the
name of the cities Hormah [Utter Destruction]. It is with reference to this that it is stated in the Book of
Judges, And the children of the Kenite, Moses' father-in-law, went up out of the city of palm-trees with the
children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which is in the south of Arad, and it is [further] written,
And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they smote the Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, and
utterly destroyed it. And he called the name of the city Hormah. It was then that this vow [recorded here]
was fulfilled, but Scripture, however, completed the account of the matter here, just as it did in the section
speaking of the descending of the manna, [where it states]: and Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to
be kept. And the children of Israel did eat the manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; they
did eat the manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan, [an event which occurred] after
the death of Moses, until the morrow after the Passover. Similarly, These are the names of the men that
shall take possession of the Land for you etc. constitutes a prophecy that these men will [still] live and
function [at that time]; for it is impossible [to say] that God would specify for them men about whom there
was a doubt [as to whether they would still be living; for if so], He should rather have commanded Joshua
[about them] at the time of the division of the Land. [But since the command was already given to Moses,
we see that the Torah speaks of future events, and that this constitutes a Divine promise that these specified
men would live until the time of the division of the Land.]
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And the Children of Israel ate the manna for forty years until they came to settled land;
they ate the manna until they came to the edge of the land of Canaan.
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And the manna ceased on the morrow, after they had eaten of the produce of the land.
The Children of Israel did not have manna any more; but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.
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