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Malchuyot & Shofarot:
Without Teshuva - What Meaning Does the Shofar Have?

Rambam Teshuva 3:4

Even though the blowing of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah is a
Biblical decree, it hints at something, i.e., “Wake up, sleepers, from
your sleep! And slumberers, arise from your slumber! Search your

ways and return in teshuvah and remember your Creator!
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Rav Saadia Gaon writes that there are 10 reasons why Hashem
commanded us to blow the shofar on Rosh Hashana.

1.

10.

This day is the beginning of Creation when God created
the world and ruled over it. At the beginning of a king's
reign, they sounds the trumpets and shofars, to promulgate
in all locations that the new reign has begun; likewise, we
accept upon ourselves God's reign on this day [by sounding
the shofar]....

Rosh Hashanah is the 1st of the 10 Days of Teshuva, and
we blow the shofar in order to announce that all those who
wish to do teshuva, should do so...

The shofar reminds us of the Revelation at Sinai, when we
heard the sound of the Shofar, and accepted the Torah...
The shofar reminds us the words of the Prophets, who are
compared to the tekiot of the shofar, as it is written " If
anybody hears the sound of the horn... (Ez. 33:4-5).

The Shofar reminds us of the destruction of the Holy
Temple and the cries of war... When we hear this sound,
we will beseech God to rebuild the Temple.

The shofar reminds us of the Binding of Isaac, who was
ready to give his life for the sake of Heaven; likewise, we
should also dedicate ourselves to sanctifying His name, and
He will surely recall us for the good.

When we hear the sound of the shofar, we will tremble, be
in awe and see our brokeness. This is the nature of the
sound of the shofar, it causes one to tremble with
trepidation, as it is written "When a ram’s horn is sounded
in a town, do the people not take alarm?" (Amos 3:6).

The shofar reminds us of the ultimate Day of Judgment...
"The great day of Hashem is approaching, approaching
most swiftly... a day of shofar blasts and alarms”
(Zephaniah 1:14-16).

The shofar reminds us of the Gathering of the Exiles
when the shofar will be sounded, and this causes us to
yearn for that time, as it is written "And in that day, a great
ram’s horn shall be sounded" (Isaiah 27:13).

The shofar reminds us of the resurrection of the dead, as
it is written "all you who live in the land, and inhabit the
earth, when a flag is raised in the hills, take note! When a
ram’s horn is blown, give heed!" (Isaiah 18:3).
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Recite before Me on Rosh HaShana Kingships, Remembrances, and
Shofarot: Kingships so that you will crown Me as King over you;
Remembrances so that your remembrance will rise before Me for
good; and with what? The shofar.
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Exodus 32

17. And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted,
he said to Moses, There is a sound like war in the camp. 18. And he
said, It is not the voice of those who shout for mastery, nor is it the
voice of those who cry for being overcome; but the sound of those
who sing do I hear.

Numbers 10

5. When you blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts
shall go forward. 6. When you blow an alarm the second time, then
the camps that lie on the south side shall take their journey; they
shall blow an alarm for their journeys. 7. But when the
congregation is to be gathered together, you shall blow, but you
shall not sound an alarm. 8. And the sons of Aaron, the priests,
shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an
ordinance forever throughout your generations. 9. And if you go to
war in your land against an enemy who oppresses you, then you
shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and you shall be
remembered before the Lord your God, and you shall be saved from
your enemies. 10. Also in the day of your gladness, and in your
solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, you shall blow
with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices
of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial
before your God; | am the Lord your God.

Ezekiel 33

1. And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 2. Son of man,
speak to your people, and say to them, When I bring the sword upon
a land, if the people of the land take a man from among them, and
set him for their watchman; 3. If he blows the shofar, when he
sees the sword come upon the land, to warn the people; 4. Then,
whoever hears the sound of the shofar, and does not take warning,
if the sword comes, and takes him away, his blood shall be upon his
own head. 5. He heard the sound of the shofar, and did not take
warning; his blood shall be upon him. But if he had taken warning
he would have saved his soul. 6. But if the watchman sees the
sword coming, and does not blow the shofar, and the people are not
warned; if the sword comes, and takes any person from among
them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at
the watchman’s hand.

7. And you, O son of man, | have set you as a watchman to the
house of Israel; therefore you shall hear the word from my mouth,
and warn them from me. 8. When | say to the wicked, O wicked
man, you shall surely die; if you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood will I require at your hand. 9. But, if you warn the wicked to
turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in
his iniquity; but you would have saved your soul.

10. Therefore, O son of man, speak to the house of Israel; Speak
thus, saying: If our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we
pine away in them, how should we then live? 11. Say to them, As |
live, says the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked; but that the wicked should turn from his way and live; turn,
turn from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Judges 3
26. And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the

carved stones, and escaped to Seirath. 27. And it came to pass,
when he came, that he blew a shofar in the Mountain of Ephraim,
and the people of Israel went down with him from the mount, and
he before them. 28. And he said to them, Follow after me; for the
Lord has delivered your enemies the Moabites into your hand. And
they went down after him, and took the fords of Jordan toward
Moab, and did not allow any man to cross over.
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| Samuel, Chapter 13

3. And Jonathan struck the garrison of the Philistines that was in
Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the shofar
throughout all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear. 4. And all
Israel heard say that Saul had struck a garrison of the Philistines,
and that Israel also had become odious to the Philistines. And the
people were called together after Saul to Gilgal.

SHOFAROT

You were revealed in Your cloud of glory to Your holy people to
speak to them. From the heavens, You let them hear Your voice,
and revealed Yourself to them in pure clouds. So too, the entire
world quivered before You, and the works of creation trembled
before You, when You, our King revealed Yourself upon Mount
Sinai to teach Your people Torah and mitzvos. You let them hear
the majestic splendor of Your voice, and Your holy words from
flames of fire; amidst thunder and lightning You revealed Yourself
to them, and with the sound of a shofar, You appeared to them, as it
is written in Your Torah: “And it was on the third day, as morning
dawned there was thunder and lightning, and a dense cloud over the
mountain, and the sound of a shofar was exceedingly loud; and all
the people in the camp trembled.” And it is said: “And the sound of
the shofar became increasingly louder; Moshe spoke and God
answered him by voice.” And it is said: “And all the people saw the
sounds and the flames, and the sound of the shofar, and the
mountain in smoke; and the people saw and were shaken, and stood
from afar.” And in Your holy words it is written: “God has
ascended with a blast, Hashem, with the sound of a shofar.” And it
is said: “With trumpets and the sound of a shofar raise your voices
before the King, Hashem.” And it is said: “Blow a shofar on the
New Moon, as the appointed time for our festive-day. For it is a
statute for Yisrael, a day of judgment of the God of Yaakov.”...
And by the hand of Your servants, the Prophets it is written: “All
who inhabit the world of man and who dwell on earth— when the
banner is raised on the mountains you will see it; and when a shofar
will be sounded, you will hear it.” And it is said: “And it will be on
that day, that a great shofar will be sounded, and they will come—
those who were lost in the land of Ashur, and those who were
outcasts in the land of Mitzrayim, and they will prostrate
themselves to Hashem, on the holy mountain in Yerushalayim.”
And it is said: “And Hashem will appear over them, and His arrow
will go forth like lightning; and my Master, Hashem, will sound the
shofar and go forth in the whirlwinds of the south. Hashem Tzevaos
will protect them.” So may You be a shield over Your people,
Yisrael, with Your peace.

Our God and God of our fathers, sound a great shofar for our
liberty and raise a banner to gather our exiles. And bring near our
scattered people from among the nations, and gather our dispersed
from the ends of [the] earth. Bring us to Tziyon, Your city, with
joyous song,— to Yerushalayim, house of Your Sanctuary, with
eternal joy. And there we will offer before You our obligatory
sacrifices,

Exodus 19

(12) You shall set a border for the people, all around, saying, 'Be
careful not to go up the mountain or touch its edge; all who touch
the mountain will surely be put to death. (13) No hand shall touch
him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot, be he animal or man, he
shall not live. When the horn is drawn, they shall go up the
mountain.""
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Taz OC 623:2

And we sound [the shofar] etc. The reason of the Author regarding
this sounding [of the shofar] is because it is a sign to send off the
Shechina upwards, as it is said, "God ascends with Truah."

Psalm 47

(6) God has gone up amidst shouting, Hashem amidst the sound of
the horn.(7) Sing praises to God, sing praises. Sing praises to our
King, sing praises.(8) For God is the King of all the earth; sing
praises in a skillful song.(9) God reigns over the nations; God sits
upon His holy throne.(10) The princes of the peoples are gathered
together, the people of the God of Abraham. For to God belong the
shields of the earth; He is greatly exalted.

Ta’anit 21b

Rabbi Yosei says: ...as we found with regard to Mount Sinai, that
as long as the Divine Presence rested upon it, the Torah said:
“Neither let the flocks nor the herds feed before that mount”
(Exodus 34:3). Once the Divine Presence departed from the
mountain, the Torah said: “When the shofar sounds long they shall
come up to the mount” (Exodus 19:13).

Rashi ibid

.. when the ram’s horn draws out a long sound that is a sign of the
departure of the Shechina and that the Divine voice is about to
cease, and as soon as “I” shall depart they shall be permitted to
ascend.

Rashbam ibid
...once the presence of G’d would withdraw and the sound of the
shofars and the lightning would cease.

Shemot 20

(15) They said to Moshe, "You speak with us and we will listen,
and let not God speak with us lest we die." (16) Moshe said to the
people, "Do not fear, for in order to try you God came, and in order
that His fear be upon you, so that you do not sin." (17) The people
stood at a distance, and Moshe approached the thick darkness where
God was. (18) Hashem said to Moshe, "So shall you say to the
Children of Israel: "You saw that from the heavens | have spoken
with you.

Devarim 5

(4) Hashem spoke with you face to face on the mountain out of the
midst of the fire. (5) I stood between Hashem and you at that time,
to show you the word of Hashem, for you were afraid because of
the fire and didn't go up onto the mountain; saying,
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Yehoshua 5-6

(13) And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted
up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man opposite
him... (14) And he said, "No, but | am captain of the host of
Hashem; | have now come.” ... (15) And the captain of Hashem's
host said to Joshua, "Take off your shoe from off your foot; for the
place where you stand is holy." And Joshua did so.

(1) Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Children of
Israel; none went out, and none came in. (2) And Hashem said to
Joshua, "See, | have given into your hand Jericho and its king, even
the mighty men of valor. (3) And you shall encircle the city, all the
men of war, going about the city once. Thus shall you do six days.
(4) And seven priests shall bear seven rams' horns before the ark;
and the seventh day you shall encircle the city seven times, and the
priests shall blow with the horns. (5) And it shall be, that when they
make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound
of the horn, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the
wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall go up,
every man straight before him."
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Exodus 3
(2) An angel of Hashem appeared to him in a flame of fire from the
midst of the bush, and he saw, and behold, the bush was burning
with fire... (5) He said, "Do not approach here. Remove your
sandals from your feet, for the place upon which you are standing is
holy ground."

Exodus 19

(10) Hashem said to Moshe, "Go to the people, and sanctify them
today and tomorrow, and they shall wash their garments.

(11) And they shall be ready for the third day, because on the third
day Hashem will come down before the eyes of all the people on
Mount Sinai.

(12) You shall set a border for the people, all around, saying, 'Be
careful not to go up the mountain or touch its edge; all who touch
the mountain will surely be put to death.

(13) No hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot,
be he animal or man, he shall not live. When the horn is drawn, they
shall go up the mountain.™

(16) On the third day, in the morning, there was thunder and
lightning and a heavy cloud on the mountain, and the sound of a
horn, very strong. And all the people in the camp trembled.

(17) Moshe brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and
they stationed themselves at the bottom of the mountain.

(18) And all of Mount Sinai was smoking because Hashem had
come down upon it in fire, and its smoke went up like the smoke of
a furnace; and the whole mountain trembled greatly.

(19) The sound of the horn was growing exceedingly stronger and
stronger. Moshe would speak and Hashem would reply with a
VOICC.




