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Path of the Just ch 5

Consider the severity of levity and its destructive power. For
just like a shield smeared with oil deflects and drops arrows
from him, causing them to fall to the ground, preventing them
from reaching the body of the man, so too is levity before
rebuke and reprimand. For with one act of levity or a little
laughter, a man casts from himself a great many rousings and
impressions that the heart was made to feel due to stimulation
in seeing or hearing matters that awakened him to an
accounting and examination of his deeds. The power of levity
knocks it all to the ground thus not making any impression
whatsoever on him. This is not due to the ineffectiveness of the
matters nor to lack of understanding on his part, but rather to
the power of levity which demolishes all matters of Mussar
(ethics) and fear of G-d.

Pesachim 50a

Rav Yosef, son of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi became ill and was
about to expire. When he returned to good health, his father
said to him: What did you see when you were about to die? He
said to him: | saw an inverted world. Those above (i.e.,
important), were below (insifnificant), while those below, were
above. He said to him: My son, you have seen a clear world.

Arachin 15b

And Reish Lakish says: What is the meaning of that which is
written: “If the serpent bites before it is charmed, then what
advantage is there to the master of the tongue” (Ecclesiastes
10:11). In the future, all the animals will gather and come to
the serpent and will say to it: A lion tramples with its paws to
kill its prey and eats; a wolf tears with its teeth to kill its prey
and eats. But you, what benefit do you have? The serpent will
say to them: And what is the benefit to the master of the tongue
that speaks malicious speech?
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