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2. The Limits of Orthodox Theology (p.
157, fn. 1) by Dr. Marc B. Shapiro

R. Joseph Kafih's commentary on the

Mishneh Torah cites many examples of
sages who misinterpreted Maimonides
because they were unaware of his
philosophical views.

A particularly surprising example of this
appears in Feinstein, Igerot Mosheh, 'Yoreh
De'ah’, 1ii. 239. Although R. Moses
Feinstein was the greatest posek of his
time, he seems to have had no knowledge
of Maimonidean philosophy. He was
therefore able to state that Maimonides
believed in the protective power of holy
names and the names of angels, as used in
amulets. For Maimonides' rejection of this,
see his commentary on Mishnah Sotah 7: 4
and Guide 1. 61-2.
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am. I know how little Torah I know, but I am
also aware that if they are to pick
seventy-one people to make up a Sanhedrin,
among the seventy-one they will most likely
pick me. However, a Baal-mum (someone
with a physical blemish) cannot be a
member of the Sanhedrin. I am perturbed
at the thought of doing something to
myself that would make me unfit to join
the Sanhedrin when Moshiach comes.” [
then reviewed the surgical procedure for
him. I showed him some diagrams
illustrating exactly what would be done.
After listening carefully, he said, ‘That is not
considered a baal-mum. Please make the
appointment right away.” We did so. Sadly,
Moshiach did not come, a Sanhedrin was
not convened, and Rav Moshe was not
chosen to be a member. Hashem willing,
Moshiach will be here very soon and we
will merit to see the building of the Bais
Hamikdash and the establishment of the
Sanhedrin..

S TR NYAR DWW a0 D"wn 'Y LT
17 72w 21H M1 710237 (5719 10 T PR avT)
Twynh (Epn My KR Twn nmona) X2
X171 DINI2I 19 WOw 2wnw 2% A09I0 jN1 1020w
T AR TOWW YT MR PYI A0 2 mown
nwAT2 v917 "W W a7 RNLa" e 7200
PO1) TR NMSR 1902 RXMAIW 77°1 10722 11020
DYIART DRSNS 502 TR WY (RN Ay LN
"y R'"'7 NY9NAR) 7T I 1900w (an 'ay)
TR"W 2N31,79190 72X7 PV 1127 0727 X027 (7An
nWS ayy SRy 2'nXY ".ra omnn AT
29MBX M2 n'wra P10 X000 9 Yy an
[owsbw matea] ') whama 2R A" AT
bY 2n> KIN2 R332 DY wn naTaY ' (0 By
PR 95 21P2 URTR WD 10D JWpS N2

D' LLIRRY T RRw

PR 01 93 NP2ap YW 1290 w0 RY 17 aRIw
, A0 AW ,A0Y NP0 NI 7970 1Y PRIY?
200V IP0Nw WO

>, “Rovalty. Humili n nius”

Rav_Moshe Dovid Tendler (Published on

the website of the “Rav Moshe Feinstein
Foundation Inc.”)

As already stated, Rav Moshe was the most
humble and modest of men. He never
expected anyone else to acknowledge his
greatness but he never failed to acknowledge
it himself. A few years before his passing,
Rav Moshe had to have a pacemaker
installed and I was the one who explained to
him the reasons for the procedure. During
the day, while he was engaged in giving
shiurim, writing Teshuvos, or answering
questions from all over the world, his blood
pressure was perfectly normal. However, a
twenty-four hour cardiac monitor revealed
that at night, while asleep, his blood
pressure became precipitously low. Only
while engaged in studying and teaching
Torah was it normal.

In the past, he had often balked at going to
the doctor for a general checkup, but had
always been willing to see a physician when
he felt something amiss. This time, however,
and quite uncharacteristically, he was
reluctant to go forward with the pacemaker.
I asked him to explain his hesitancy given
that every doctor consulted agreed that the
proposed pacemaker was essential. Several
more days passed and he still had not agreed
to go for the procedure. I finally confronted
him. “Shever, this is not your way. You
always make up your mind very quickly.
Why is it taking you so long?” Rav Moshe
finally answered, “I know how unworthy I
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