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Chapter 8: Reward & Punishment
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8. Your hands have made me and fashioned me; yet you turn
around to destroy me. 9. Remember, | beseech you, that you have
made me of clay; and will you bring me back to dust? 10. Have you
not poured me out like milk, and curdled me like cheese? 11. You
have clothed me with skin and flesh, and knit me together with
bones and sinews. 12. You have granted me life and favor, and
your providence has preserved my spirit. 13. And these things have
you hidden in your heart; | know that this is with you. 14. If I sin,
then you mark me, and you will not acquit me from my iniquity. 15.
If | am wicked, woe is me; and if I am righteous, yet | will not lift
up my head, for | am filled with disgrace, and | see my affliction;
16. If my head is lifted up proudly, you hunt me like a lion; and
again work wonders against me. 17. You renew your witnesses
against me, and increase your indignation against me; you bring
fresh armies against me. 18. Why then have you brought me forth
from the womb? Oh that | had perished, and no eye had seen me!
19. I should have been as though I had not been; I should have been
carried from the womb to the grave.
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5. You have beset me behind and before, and laid your hand upon
me. 6. (K) Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, |
cannot attain it. 7. Where shall I go from your spirit? Where shall
| flee from your presence? 8. If | ascend up to heaven, you are
there! If | make my bed in Sheol, behold, you are there! 9. If |
take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of
the sea, 10. Even there shall your hand lead me, and your right
hand shall hold me.

23. Search me, O God, and know my heart! Test me, and know my
thoughts! 24. And see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the way everlasting.




them and not to ask for their absolution unless one is
[financially] pressed, as [Psalms 116:14] states: "1 will fulfill my
vows to God."
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My [advice to you is] keep the King’s command. Therefore, I

need to and | am prepared to observe the commandment of the
King of the Universe, which is the best of them all.
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I command or instruct you regarding two things...
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From where is it derived that one may take an oath to fulfill a

mitzva? It is as it is stated: “I have sworn and I have

confirmed it, to observe Your righteous ordinances” (Psalms
119:106).

Is he not already under oath from Mount Sinai? Rather, it

teaches us this: It is permitted for a man to motivate himself
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Our Sages stated: "Anyone who takes a vow is considered as
having built a private altar." If he transgressed and took a vow, it
is a mitzvah to ask [a sage] to absolve it, so that he will not have
an obstacle before him. When does the above apply? With
regard to vows involving prohibitions. With regard to vows
involving the consecration of articles, it is a mitzvah to uphold




