Miketz 5786, Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion (eTiM)
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Yosef vs the Brothers: Why is This Tribe Different from All Other Tribes?”
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(9) He dreamed yet another
dream and recounted it to his
brothers, and he said, "Behold, 1
dreamed another dream, and,
behold, the sun, the moon, and
eleven stars were bowing down
to me."
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(6) He said to them, "Listen,
now, to this dream that I
dreamed. (7) Behold, we were
binding sheaves in the field and
my sheaf rose and even stood
erect, and, behold, your sheaves
surrounded and bowed down to

my sheaf."
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(33) And now, let Paroh look for an insightful and wise man and set
him over the land of Egypt. (34) Let Paroh do this: let him appoint
overseers for the land and exact a fifth from the land of Egypt during
the seven years of plenty. (35) They will collect all the food from
these coming good years, and they will pile up grain under the hand
of Paroh, food in the cities, and guard it. (36) And the food will be a
reserve for the land for the seven years of famine that will be in the
land of Egypt; and the land will not perish from the famine."
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In my opinion this is a sign that the years of famine shall consume

the years of plenty. It is from this that Joseph inferred that he should
tell Pharaoh, And let them store up all the food of those good years,
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Rav Hisda said: A dream not interpreted is like a letter not read
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There were twenty-four interpreters of dreams in Jerusalem.
Once I dreamt a dream and I went round to all of them and
they all gave different interpretations, and all were fulfilled,
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(9) Yosef remembered the dreams that he dreamed about them and

he said to them, "You are spies! You have come to see the nakedness
of the land!"
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AND JOSEPH REMEMBERED THE DREAMS WHICH HE
DREAMED OF THEM. [That is, he remembered the dreams which
he dreamed] concerning them, and now knew that they had been
fulfilled, for they had bowed down to him. This is the language of
Rashi.
In my opinion, the matter is the reverse. Scripture states that when
Joseph saw his brothers bowing down to him, he remembered all the
dreams which he had dreamed concerning them and he knew that in
this instance, not one of the dreams had been fulfilled. He knew that
it was inherent in their interpretation that according to the first
dream, at first all his brothers would bow down to him, as it says,
And, behold, we were binding sheaves, for “we” refers to all eleven
of his brothers. The second time, in accordance with the second
dream, the sun, the moon and eleven stars would bow down to him.
Now since he did not see Benjamin with them, he conceived of the
strategy of devising a charge against them so that they would also
bring his brother Benjamin to him, in order to first fulfill the first
dream. It is for this reason that he did not wish to tell them at this
time, I am Joseph your brother, and to say, Hasten and go up to my
father, and send wagons, as he did to them the second time, for in
that case his father would undoubtedly have come at once. It was
only after fulfillment of the first dream that he told them, / am
Joseph your brother, etc., in order to fulfill the second dream. Were
it not for this consideration, Joseph would indeed be regarded as
having committed a great sin: bringing anguish to his father, leaving
him for many days in the position of being bereft and mourning for
Simeon and him. Even if it was his intention to cause his brothers
minor anguish, how did he not have compassion for his elderly
father? But he assigned each to its proper time in order to fulfill the
dreams, knowing that they would truly be fulfilled.
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The Shechinah that had departed from him, rested again upon him
(cf. Onkelos).
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seeing that G’d has given me the land of Canaan as a possession, |

can make you the firstborn with the right to receive two portions of

that land. This means that in effect you will receive the share of two

tribes. Your sons will receive an allocation equal to the combined
allocation of Reuven and Shimon.
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He announced to me that there were yet to issue from me an
assembly of peoples (i.e. at least two more tribes). Now, it is true that
He then said to me, "A nation and an assembly of nations [shall be of
you]" (Bereshit 35:11), but when He said "a nation" He intended it to
refer to Benjamin who was not yet born, and this promise of "a
nation" has been fulfilled by the birth of Benjamin, and for that
reason | do not mention it now. "An assembly of nations [shall be of
you]", however, presupposes that two more would descend from me
besides Benjamin. Consequently, since no other son besides
Benjamin was born to me, He was really telling me that one of my
tribes (i.e. the tribe formed by one of my sons) would be divided so
as to constitute at least two tribes, thus giving that son more
importance, and that privilege I confer upon you (Bereshit Rabbah
82:4; Pesikta Rabbati 3).
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(20) After these things, it was told to Avraham, "Behold M11kah
too, has born sons to your brother Nachor. (21) Utz, his firstborn,
Buz, his brother, Kemuel, the father of Aram, (22) Kesed, Chazo,
Pildash, Yidlaf, and Betuel. (23) And Betuel fathered Rivka. These
eight Milkah bore to Nachor, Avraham's brother. (24) And his
concubine, whose name was Re'umah, she, too, bore Tevach,
Gacham, Tachash and Ma'akhah."
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(20) As for Yishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him

and will make him fruitful and multiply him exceedingly. Twelve

princes he will father! I will make him a great nation. (21) But my

covenant I will establish with Yitzchak whom Sarah will bear to you
at this set time next year."
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thus confirming that which is said: All dreams follow the
mouth. Is the statement that all dreams follow the mouth
Scriptural? Yes, as stated by R. Eleazar. For R. Eleazar said:
Whence do we know that all dreams follow the mouth?
Because it says, and it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so
it was. Raba said: This is only if the interpretation
corresponds to the content of the dream: for it says, to each
man according to his dream he did interpret.... for was he
appointed to be a counselor of the king? It was only in
connection with the interpretation of the dream that he said
thus
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(2) These are the descendants of Yaakov. Yosef was seventeen years

old and he would tend the flocks with his brothers; he was an

assistant with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father's
wives. Yosef brought a bad report regarding them to their father.
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47. The Rabbi: Four thousand and five hundred years. The
details can be demonstrated from the lives of Adam, Seth and
Endsh to Noah; then Shem and Eber to Abraham; then Isaac
and Jacob to Moses. All of them represented the essence and
purity of Adam on account of their intimacy with God. Each
of them had children only to be compared to them outwardly,
but not really like them, and, therefore, without direct union
with the divine influence. The chronology was established
through the medium of those sainted persons who were only
single individuals, and not a crowd, until Jacob begat the
Twelve Tribes, who were all under this divine influence. Thus
the divine element reached a multitude of persons who carried
the records further. The chronology of those who lived before
these has been handed down to us by Moses.
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(2) Hashem was with Yosef and he became a successful man; and he
was in the house of his Egyptian master. (3) His master saw that
Hashem was with him and that Hashem made all that he did succeed
in his hand. )
Y O2Ya BN M TRN PN V2 9PVIN NI I (ND)
1N \v) L o BN Ta o/n gL B | TR b N o) M Ta L oy
NI OV DOYY YN DI NR) 100D 1722 IYN DPORDD
“1D1ND 'J'D'ﬂN o '1797 a2 WY |]’N ()D) WY ﬂ’_\
1'\’58)2 ﬂ\‘!" NYY NINIYUN) N NN YUNa 1'[’:1
(21) Hashem was w1th Yosef, and He extended kmdness to him and
gave him favor in the eyes of the chief jailer. (22) The chief jailer
placed all the prisoners in the jail in the hands of Yosef, and all that
needed to be done there, he would do. (23) The chief jailer did not
oversee anything that was in his hand, for Hashem was with him and
whatever he did Hashem made succeed.
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It is taught: Joseph was deservmg of havmg twelve tribes descend
from him, like they descended from his father Jacob, as it is stated:
“These are the generations of Jacob, Joseph” (Genesis 37:2).
However his semen was emitted from between his fingernails. And
even so, the offspring that were meant to descend from him
descended from his brother Benjamin, who had ten sons. And they
were all named after Joseph, as it is stated: “And the sons of
Benjamin: Bela, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi,
and Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard” (Genesis 46:21).
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(12) These are the descendants of Yishmael, the son of Avraham,
whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's maidservant, bore to Avraham.
(13) These are the names of the sons of Yishmael, according to their
names and birth order: Nevayot, the firstborn of Yishmael, Kedar,
Adbe'el, Mivsam (14) Mishma, Duma, Masa (15) Chadad, Tema,
Yetur, Nafish, and Kedmah. (16) These are the sons of Yishmael,
and these are their names in their villages and fortresses twelve
princes according to their tribes.
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(31) And Eh]ah took twelve stones, according to the number of the

tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Hashem came,
saying, "Israel shall be your name."
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