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From Mishkan to Mikdash
N79VnN 7P
Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion eTiM Parsha Series

Exodus 40

The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the Presence of Hashem
filled the Tabernacle. Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting,
because the cloud had settled upon it and the Presence of Hashem filled
the Tabernacle. When the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the Israelites
would set out, on their various journeys; but if the cloud did not lift,
they would not set out until such time as it did lift. For over the
Tabernacle a cloud of Hashem rested by day, and fire would appear in it
by night, in the view of all the house of Israel throughout their journeys.
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And let them make Me a sanctuary that | may dwell among them.
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Make for a holy place for the sake of My Name
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It is a positive obligation to build a house for God where offerings
may be brought and to make pilgrimage to it three times a year as it
says "and they shall make Me a sanctuary.” The tabernacle which
Moses made in the desert has already been described in the Torah, but
it was a temporary measure, as it says "for you have not yet reached,
etc."

Once [the Israelites] entered the Land, they set up the tabernacle at
Gilgal [where it remained fourteen years while] they conquered and
divided the land. From there it went to Shiloh, where they built a stone
building without a ceiling and spread the sheets from the [original]
tabernacle over it. It stayed in Shiloh for 369 years until Eli [the High
Priest] died and it was destroyed and moved to Nob. When Samuel
died, it moved to Gibeon, and from there it came to the Eternal House.
The period of Nob and Gibeon [together] was 57 years.

Once the Temple was built in Jerusalem, all other places became
ineligible for building Houses of God or to offer sacrifices there, and
for all generations there is no Temple other than the one in Jerusalem
and only on Mt. Moriah about which David said "This is the house of
the LORD God, and this is the altar for the offerings of Israel" and it
says "This is My resting place forever."
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