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The Banners Hold the Key to the Land of the Israel!

Towards an Understanding of the Role of the Mishkan & the Banners of Israel
In the Desert in the Land of Israel
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(3) When they blow them, all the congregation shall gather
themselves to you at the door of the Tent of Meeting.
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(22) I will meet with you there, and[wzll speak with youfrom above

the cover, from between the cherubs that are on the Ark of
Testimony, all that I command you to the Children of Israel.
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(35) When the ark traveled, Moshe would say, "Arise O God, and
may Your enemies disperse, and may those who hate You flee from
before You." (36) And when it rested he would say, "Return them,
O God, the myriads of thousands of Israel.”
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(6) Moses said, "This is the thing which Hashem commanded that
you should do; and the glory of Hashem shall appear to you."

Shabbat 115b-116a

Our Sages taught: “And when the Ark traveled and Moses
proclaimed: Rise up, God, and Your enemies will scatter and those
who hate You will flee from before You.” The Holy One, Blessed
be He, made signs in the Torah for this portion, above and below in
order to say that this is not its place. Rebbe said: It is not for that
reason, rather, because this portion is considered a book unto itself.
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Ramban Bamidbar 1:45

It is also possible for us to say that [the reason for ascertaining their
numbers] was similar to the practice of governments before fighting
a war, since they were now ready to enter into the Land and to fight
against the kings of the Amorite that were on the other side of the
Jordan [eastward] and all the others, as Moses said [unto Hobab],
We are journeying unto the place of which the Eternal said: This [
will give unto you. Therefore Moses and the princes [of the tribes]
had to know the number of those armed for war, and also the
numbers of each and every tribe, [in order to decide] what to
command each of them in the plains of Moab [when drawing up]
the battle-lines, for the Torah does not rely on the miracle of one
chasing a thousand. This is the purport of the expression, all that go
forth to the host in Israel, namely that the census was for the
purpose of [determining the number of] men that will go forth to
war; and also so that he should distribute the Land to them
according to their numbers, and should know how many parts will
be allotted to them of the Land that they capture, since if not for the
affair of the spies, they would have entered the Land immediately.

Rashbam Bamidbar 1

.. from this point on the Israelites were headed for the land of
Israel, and all males over the age of 20 were enlisted in the army for
that purpose, because on the 20" of the second month the Torah
speaks of the people leaving the region of Mount Sinai, the cloud
having lifted off the Tabernacle and begun to move ahead of the
people. (Compare Numbers 10,11).
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Ychoshua 18:1

And the whole congregation of the Children of Israel assembled
themselves together at Shiloh, and set up the Tent of Meeting there;
and the land was subdued before them.

Yehoshua 18:11-21

(11) And the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up
according to their families; and the border of their lot went out
between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph. (12) And
their border on the north side was from the Jordan. And the border
went up to the side of Jericho on the north, and went up through the
hill country westward; and it extended to the wilderness of Beth-
Aven. (13) And the border passed along from there to Luz, to the
side of Luz — which is Beth-el — southward; and the border went
down to Atroth-Addar, by the mountain that lies on the south of
Beth-Horon the lower. (14) And the border was drawn and turned
about on the west side southward, from the mountain that lies before
Beth-Horon southward, and it extended to Kiriath-Baal — which is
Kiriath-Yearim — a city of the children of Judah; this was the west
side. (15) And the south side was from the uttermost part of Kiriath-
Yearim, and the border went out westward, and went out to the
fountain of the waters of Nephtoah. (16) And the border went down
to the uttermost part of the mountain that lies before the Valley of
the son of Hinnom, which is in the valley of Rephaim northward;
and it went down to the Valley of Hinnom, to the side of the Jebusite
southward, and went down to En-Rogel. (17) And it was drawn on
the north, and went out at En-Shemesh, and went out to Geliloth,
which is over against the ascent of Adummim; and it went down to
the Stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. (18) And it passed along to
the side over against the Arabah northward, and it went down to the
Arabah. (19) And the border passed along to the side of Beth-
Hoglah northward, and its border extended to the north bay of the
Salt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan; this was the south border.
(20) And the Jordan was to be the border of it on the east side. This
was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, by its borders,
round about, according to their families.

Devarim 33:12

Of Benjamin he said, "The beloved of Hashem shall dwell in safety
by him. He covers him all day long. He dwells between his
shoulders."

Devarim 12

(8) You shall not do after all the things that we do here this day,
every man whatever is right in his own eyes; (9) for you haven't yet
come to the rest and to the inheritance, which Hashem your God
gives you. (10) But when you pass over the Jordan, and dwell in the
land which Hashem your God causes you to inherit, and He gives
you rest from all your enemies around you, so that you dwell in
safety, (11) then it shall happen that to the place which Hashem your
God shall choose to cause His name to dwell there, there you shall
bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings, and your
sacrifices, your tithes, and the wave offering of your hand, and all
your choice vows which you vow to Hashem.

Zevachim 118b

A strip of land protruded from the portion of Judah and entered into
the portion of Benjamin, and the altar in the Temple was built on
that strip. And the tribe of Benjamin the righteous would agonize
over it every day, desiring to take it into its portion, due to its unique
sanctity. Here too, a strip of land protruded from the portion of
Joseph and entered into the portion of Benjamin...
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