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Malchuyot, Zichronot & lyov: Why is There No Teshuva on RH?

Rambam Teshuva intro

This text describes one mitzvah; that a sinner should repent from his
son before God and confess. This mitzvah and the fundamental
principles of faith that follow in relation to it are explained in the
coming chapters.

Rambam Teshuva 1:1

All of the commandments in the Torah: whether they be the positive
commandments, or the negative commandments; if a person transgressed
any of them, whether he did so intentionally, whether he did so
unintentionally, when he repents and returns from his sin - he is
obligated to confess before God, blessed be He, as it says (Numbers 5:6-7),
When a man or a women does any of the sins of man...and he shall confess
his sin that he committed... - this refers to a verbal confession. And
confession, that is a positive commandment.

Rambam Teshuva 2:6

Even though teshuva and crying out are desirable all year, on the
ten days between Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, they are more
desirable, and are immediately received, as it says: "Seek out G-d
and you will find him. Call to him, and he will be close." This is
talking about someone who is doing teshuva alone. But if someone
if doing teshuva as part of a quorum, anytime that they do teshuva
with a full heart, they are answered, as it says, [For what great
nation is there, that has God so near to them,] as the Lord our God
whenever we call to Him (Deuteronomy 4:7).
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On Rosh Hashanah, when you say Avinu malkeinu chatanu
lefanecha [Our Father, our King, we have sinned before You]
you should not beat your breast as on weekdays and on Yom
Kippur, because we do not say vidui —confession, on Rosh
Hashanah, which is a Yom Tov. You should have this
interpretation in mind [when saying Avinu malkeinu]: Our
Father, our King, we have sinned before You, meaning, our
forefathers sinned before You, because they worshiped idols, but
as for us, we have no King but You. Therefore, our Father, our
King, deal [Kindly] with us for Your Name's sake.
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Jeremiah 27

5. | have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the
ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have
given it to whom it seemed proper to me. 6. And now | have given
all these lands to the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
my servant; and the beasts of the field have | given him also to
serve him.

(A) Samuel | Chapter 8

(1. And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his
sons judges over Israel. 2. And the name of his firstborn was Joel;
and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba.
3. And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after unjust
gain, and took bribes, and perverted judgment. 4. Then all the
elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel
to Ramah, 5. And said to him, Behold, you are old, and your sons
walk not in your ways; now make us a king to judge us like all the
nations. 6. But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give
us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed to the Lord.

7. And the Lord said to Samuel, Listen to the voice of the people in
all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they
have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.

19. And the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they
said, No; but we will have a king over us; 20. That we also may be
like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out
before us, and fight our battles.

Samuel | Chapter 12

1. And Samuel said to all Israel, Behold, | have listened to your voice
in all that you said to me, and have made a king over you. 2. And
now, behold, the king walks before you; and | am old and grayheaded:;
and, behold, my sons are with you; and | have walked before you from
my childhood to this day. 3. Behold, here | am; testify against me
before the Lord, and before his anointed; whose ox have | taken? or
whose ass have | taken? or whom have | defrauded? whom have |
oppressed? or from whose hand have | received any bribe to blind my
eyes with? and | will restore it to you. 4. And they said, You have not
defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither have you taken anything from
any man’s hand. 5. And he said to them, The Lord is witness against
you, and his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found
anything in my hand. And they answered, He is witness.

6. And Samuel said to the people, It is the Lord that advanced Moses
and Aaron, and who brought your fathers out of the land of Egypt. 7.
And therefore stand still, that | may plead with you before the Lord
concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord, which he did to you and
to your fathers. 8. When Jacob came to Egypt, and your fathers cried
to the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought forth
your fathers out of Egypt, and made them live in this place. 9. And
when they forgot the Lord their God, he sold them to the hand of
Sisera, captain of the army of Hazor, and to the hand of the Philistines,
and to the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against them.
10. And they cried to the Lord, and said, We have sinned, because we
have forsaken the Lord, and have served Baalim and Ashtaroth; but
now save us from the hand of our enemies, and we will serve you. 11.
And the Lord sent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel,
and delivered you from the hand of your enemies on every side, and
you lived safe. 12. And when you saw that Nahash the king of the
Ammonites came against you, you said to me, No; but a king shall
reign over us; when the Lord your God was your king.
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Esther 6:1
That night the king's sleep was restless, and he said to bring the
book of records, the chronicles, that they be read before the king.
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Breishit 40

(13) In another three days Paroh will lift up your head and return
you to your post and you will place Paroh's cup into his hand as was
your former custom when you were his cupbearer. (14) But, if you
would keep me in mind with you when it will be well with you,
please do me a kindness and make mention of me to Paroh and
take me out of this house. (15) For indeed, | was stolen from the
land of the Hebrews, and here, too, | did not do anything that they
should have put me into the pit."

REMEMBRANCE

You remember the deeds done in the universe and You recall all the
creatures fashioned since earliest times. Before You all hidden
things are revealed and the multitude of mysteries since the
beginning of Creation, for there is no forgetfulness before Your
Throne of Glory and nothing is hidden from before Your eyes. You
remember everything ever done and not a single creature is hidden
from You. Everything is revealed and known before You,
HASHEM, our God, Who keeps watch and sees to the very end of
all generations, when You bring about a decreed time of
remembrance for every spirit and soul to be recalled, for abundant
deeds and a multitude of creatures without limit to be remembered.
You made this known from the beginning of creation and You
revealed it from earliest times. This day is the anniversary of the
start of Your handiwork, a remembrance of the first day. For it is a
decree for Israel, a judgment day for the God of Jacob.

Regarding countries, it is said on this day which is destined for the
sword and which for peace, which for hunger and which for
abundance; and creatures are recalled on it to remember them for
life or death. Who is not recalled on this day? For when the
remembrance of everything fashioned comes before You:
everyone's deed and mission, the accomplishments of man's
activity, man's thoughts and schemes, and the motives behind man's
deeds.

Blessing 3
You are holy and Your Name is awesome, and there is no god other

than You, as it is written: HASHEM, Master of Legions, will be
lofty in judgment, and the holy God will be sanctified in
righteousness. Blessed are You, HASHEm, the holy King.
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lyov 8
(1) Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said: (2) How long will

you speak these things, seeing that the words of your mouth are as a
mighty wind? (3) Does God pervert judgment? Does the Almighty
pervert what is right?
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lyov — Judgement, ch. 9
(1) Then Iyov answered and said: (2) Indeed, | know that it is so;

and how can man be just with God? (3) If one should desire to
contend with Him, he could not answer Him one in a thousand.
(4) He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength; who has hardened
himself against Him, and remained sound? (5) Who removes the
mountains and they do not know, Who overturns them in His anger.
(6) Who shakes the earth out of her place, and its pillars tremble. (7)
Who commands the sun, and it does not shine, and seals up the
stars. (8) Who alone stretches out the heavens, and treads upon the
waves of the sea. (9) Who makes the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades,
and the chambers of the south. (10) Who does great things past
finding out, marvelous things without number. (11) Lo, He goes by
me, and | do not see Him. He passes on also, but | do not perceive
Him. (12) Behold, He snatches away, who can hinder Him? Who
will say to Him: 'What do You do?' (13) God will not withdraw His
anger; under Him the helpers of Rahab stoop. (14) How much less
shall 1 answer Him, and choose out my arguments with Him?
(15) Whom, even were | right, | would not answer; | would have
to make supplication to Him that is my own judge. (16) If | had
called, and He had answered me, | would still not believe that
He would heed my voice. (17) He that could break me with a
tempest, and multiply my wounds without cause; (18) that will not
allow me to take my breath, but fills me with bitterness. (19) If it is
a matter of strength, lo, He is mighty! And if of justice, who will
appoint me a time? (20) Though | am righteous, my own mouth
shall condemn me; though | am innocent, He shall prove me
perverse. (21) | am innocent — | do not know myself; | despise my
life. (22) It is all one — therefore | say: He destroys the innocent
and the wicked. (23) If the scourge slay suddenly, he will mock at
the calamity of the guiltless. (24) The earth is given into the hand
of the wicked; He covers the faces of its judges; if it is not He,
who then is it? (25) Now my days are swifter than a runner; they
flee away, they see no good. (26) They sweep away like reed ships;
as the vulture that swoops on the prey. (27) If I say: 'l will forget my
complaint, I will put off my sad countenance, and be of good cheer’,
(28) 1 am afraid of all my pains, I know that You will not hold me
guiltless. (29) I shall be condemned; why then do I labor in vain?
(30) If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands clean
with lye; (31) yet You will plunge me in the ditch, and my own
clothes shall abhor me. (32) For He is not a man, as | am, that |
might answer Him, that we might come together in judgment. (33)
There is no arbiter between us, that might lay his hand upon us
both. (34) Let Him take His rod away from me, and let His
terror not make me afraid; (35) then | would speak, and not
fear Him; for | am not so with myself.

Unetaneh Tokef

Let us now relate the power of this day’s holiness, for it is awesome
and frightening. On it Your Kingship will be exalted; Your throne
will be firmed with kindness and You will sit upon it in truth. Itis
true that You are the One Who judges, proves, knows, and bears
witness; Who writes and seals, (counts and calculates), Who
remembers all that was forgotten. You will open the Book of
Chronicles — it will read itself, and everyone’s signature is in it.

Rambam Teshuva 3:4

Even though the blowing of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah is a
Biblical decree, it hints at something, i.e., “Wake up, sleepers, from
your sleep! And slumberers, arise from your slumber! Search your
ways and return in teshuvah and remember your Creator!
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