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Talmud Shabbat 30a-30b

He began and said: You, King Solomon, where is your wisdom,
where is your understanding? Not only do your statements
contradict the statements of your father David, but your statements
even contradict each other. Your father David said: “The dead
praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence” (Psalms
115:17); and you said: “And I praised the dead that are already dead
more than the living that are yet alive” (Ecclesiastes 4:2). And then
again you said: “For a living dog is better than a dead lion”
(Ecclesiastes 9:4).

Rab Judah son of R. Samuel b. Shilath said in Rab's name: The
Sages wished to hide the Book of Ecclesiastes, because its words
are self-contradictory; yet why did they not hide it? Because its
beginning is religious teaching and its end is religious teaching. Its
beginning is religious teaching, as it is written, What profit hath
man of all his labour wherein he laboureth under the sun? And the
School of R. Jannai commented: Under the sun he has none, but he
has it [sc. profit] before the sun. The end thereof is religious
teaching, as it is written, Let us hear the conclusion of the matter,
fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole of man.
And how are its words self-contradictory?-It is written, anger is
better than play; but it is written, [ said of laughter, It is to be
praised. 1t is written, Then I commended joy; but it is written, and
of joy [1 said] What doeth it?"

There is no difficulty: ‘anger is better than laughter’: the anger
which the Holy One, blessed be He, displays to the righteous in this
world is better than the laughter which the Holy One, blessed be He,
laughs with the wicked in this world.

‘And I said of laughter, it is to be praised’: that refers to the laughter
which the Holy One, blessed be He, laughs with the righteous in the
world to come.

‘Then I commended joy’: this refers to the joy of a precept.

‘And of joy [I said], what doeth it’: this refers to joy [which is] not
in connection with a precept.

R. Ibn Ezra - Kohelet 7:3

One can see in the words of Solomon in this book difficult words,
in many places saying one thing and then saying the exact opposite.
For this reason our sages of blessed memory sought to conceal the
book of Kohelet, because its statements contradict one another. He
says 'anger is better than laughter' and the opposite: 'anger rests in
the bosom of fools'.... Similarly it is good to eat and drink' and the
opposite: 'it is good to go to the house of mourning.' ... And if one
searches carefully they can find many other examples of this in the
book, and it is clear that even the smallest of philosophers would
not write a work and contradict his own his words in the book...

Kohelet Rabbah 1:3

Rabbi Binyamin said: The Sages sought to suppress the book of
Kohelet because they found in it matters that tend toward
heresy. They said: All of Solomon’s wisdom that he seeks to impart
is: “What profit is there for man in all his toil,” but one might [think
that he meant] even in the toil of Torah. They then said: He did not
say “in all toil,” but rather in his toil; in his toil he does not [profit
from his] toil, but he does [profit from his] toil in the toil of Torah.
Rabbi Shmuel ben Rabbi Yitzhak said: The Sages sought to
suppress the book of Kohelet because they found in it matters
that tend toward heresy. They said: All of Solomon’s wisdom is
this statement: “Rejoice, young man, in your youth; and let your
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heart cheer you in the days of your youth, and walk in the ways of
your heart, and in the sight of your eyes” (Ecclesiastes 11:9). Moses
said: “Do not stray after your heart and after your eyes” (Numbers
15:39), and Solomon said: “And walk in the ways of your heart, and
in the sight of your eyes.” Restraint has been abolished; there is no
[divine] justice and no [Divine] Judge. When he said: “But know
that for all these, God will bring you to judgment” (Ecclesiastes
11:9), they said: Solomon spoke well.

Mishna Yadayim 3:5

All the holy writings render unclean the hands. The Song Of Songs
and Ecclesiastes render unclean the hands. R. Judah says: the Song
Of Songs renders unclean the hands, but there is a dispute about
Ecclesiastes. R. Jose says: Ecclesiastes does not render unclean the
hands, but there is a dispute about the Song Of Songs. R. Simeon
says: [the ruling about] Ecclesiastes is one of the leniencies of beth
shammai and one of the stringencies of beth hillel. R. Simeon b.
Azzai said: I received a tradition from the seventy-two elders on the
day when they appointed r. Eleazar b. Azariah head of the academy
that the Song Of Songs and Ecclesiastes render unclean the hands.
R. Akiba said: far be it! No man in Israel disputed about the Song
Of Songs [by saying] that it does not render unclean the hands. For
the whole world is not as worthy as the day on which the song of
songs was given to Israel; for all the writings are holy but the Song
Of Songs is the holy of holies. So that if they had a dispute, they
had a dispute only about Ecclesiastes. A. Johanan b. Joshua the son
of the father-in-law of R. Akiba said: in accordance with the words
of Ben Azzai so they disputed, and so they reached a decision

Mishna Sanhedrin 10:1

Every Jew has a share in the World to Come... except those who
claim that the notion of the the Resurrection of the Dead does not
come from the Torah, that the Torah does not come from heaven,
or an Apikores. Rabbi Akiva says: even one who reads outside
books (apocrypha).

Sanhedrin 101a

The Sages taught: One who reads a verse from Song of Songs and
renders it a form of song, and one who reads a biblical verse at a
feasting hall, not at its appropriate time, introduces evil to the world,
as the Torah girds itself with sackcloth and stands before the Holy
One, Blessed be He, and says before Him: Master of the Universe,
Your children have rendered me like a harp on which clowns play.

Tosefta Sanhedrin 12:1

Rabbi Akiva says: The one who warbles their voice when they
recite the Song of Songs when they are in a feasting hall and makes
it like a song has no share in the world to come.
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Ibn Ezra on Kohelet 7:3

[As a result of the above,] one of the commentators was compelled
to explain that the word Kohelet (1:1) is related to the word kehilat
(congregation of) in the congregation of Jacob (Deut 33:4). This
commentator says that Kohelet's students composed this book and
each one expressed his own opinion in it.

However, the above is incorrect, for the book says And besides that
Kohelet was wise (12:9). We thus see that “Kohelet” refers to one
person. Furthermore, the book says, Kohelet sought to find out
words of delight (12:10).881 The clinching proof'is: I Kohelet have
been king over Israel in Jerusalem (1:12).

Meiri introduction to Proverbs

...He mentions opposing opinions, and remains pondering and
confused, wondering which (opinion) is correct, this one or that one,
as it is similarly known that he hints in some places to opinions that
are in opposition to our beliefs and corner-stones of Torah, with
regards to such issues as the Creation of the world ex nihilo, changes
in nature, divine providence, reward and punishment... and he
explores these matters, and attempts through his understanding and
analysis, and so mentions conflicting opinions and changing
positions...

Kohelet Rabba 1

Kohelet, why was his name called Kohelet? It is because his words
were stated in an assembly [hak’hel], as it says: “Then Solomon
assembled” (I Kings 8:1).

He was called by three names: Yedidya, Kohelet, Solomon.

Baba Batra 15a

Jeremiah wrote his own book, and the book of Kings, and
Lamentations. Hezekiah and his colleagues wrote (mnemonic yod,
mem, shin, kuf) Yeshaya, Mishlei, Shir HaShirim and Kohelet

The members of the Great Assembly wrote (mnemonic kuf, nun, dalet,
gimmel) Yehezkel, Sheneim Asar, Daniel, Esther.

Ezra wrote his own book and the genealogy of the book of
Chronicles until his period.

I Kings 8:1

Then Solomon convoked the elders of Israel—all the heads of the
tribes and the ancestral chieftains of the Israelites—before King
Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of GOD
from the City of David, that is, Zion.

Rashi 1:1
... because he gathered much wisdom...

Kohelet — Ecclesiastes — Etymology
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Ecclesiastes
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borrowed from Late Latin Ecclésiastés, borrowed from Greek Ekklésiastés, from ekklésiastés "participant in an
assembly of citizens" (adapted by the Septuagint translators as a rendering of Hebrew goheleth, named in the title
verse as the author of the Biblical book), from ekkl/ésidzein "to hold a public assembly, be a member of the
assembly" (verbal derivative of ekklésia "assembly of citizens").
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