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Rav Judah contrasted the following passages: "And the ends of the staves were seen,” and
it is written “but they could not be seen without.” how is that possible? — They could be
observed but not actually seen. Thus, was it also taught: “And the ends of the staves were
seen:” One might have assumed that they did not protrude from their place. To teach us
[the fact] Scripture says: “And the staves were so long’” One might assume that they tore
the curtain and showed forth; to teach us [the fact] Scripture says: “They could not be seen
without.” How then? They pressed forth and protruded as the two breasts of a woman, as it
is said: “My beloved is unto me as a bag of myrrh, that lieth betwixt my breasts.”
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“My lover is like a bundle of myrrh resting between my breasts”... This refers to the [divine]
Presence, which reposed between the two cherubs.
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“They shall craft an Ark of acacia wood,” that is what is written: “The Almighty, we cannot
find Him; He is exalted in power” (Job 37:23). Our great rabbi said: We must give credit to
Job, as everything that Elihu said, he came and added to his statements. Job said to his
comrades: ‘What do you think, that everything you have said is all His praise? Who can
relate all the praise and mighty deeds of the Holy One blessed be He. All the statements
that you stated “Behold, these are but the tips of His ways”’ (Job 26:14). Elihu came and
said: “The Almighty, we cannot find Him; He is exalted in power.” One who hears this verse
says: Perhaps itis curses, God forbid. But this is what Elihu was saying: We have not found
the [full] strength of the might of the Holy One blessed be He [displayed] toward His
creations, as the Holy One blessed be He does not overly exert His creations; He engages a

person only in accordance with his strength.
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And thus is it written (Shemot 39:43 - 40:1-2) "And when Moses saw all the work — that they
had performed it as the L-rd had commanded them, thus did they do — that Moses blessed
them, saying: On the first day of the first month shall you set up the mishkan, etc." With
what blessing did he bless them? He said to them: "May it be His will that the Shechinah
repose upon the work of your hands." And they responded "May the beauty of the L-rd our
G-d be upon us. And establish the work of our hands upon us. The work of our hands —
establish it."
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I will always make mention of the deeds which are remembered and kept in these days. The
serpent that crept out from among the poisonous reptiles, his abhorring will | mention for
fierce condemnation. The thorn that sprouted from briar and bramble rolled on and whirled
from generation to generation. | will make mention of Esau, who by his wickedness made
his father purblind; let not his sin against his mother be blotted out! For he cast off all pity,
tearing his mother’s body, that she who conceived him shall no longer enjoy amorous
rapture. For his grandson (Amalek) was reserved the sinful machination, frantically to wage
war against those who ate the heavenly bread. He traversed a distance of four hundred
PARASANG to spread his net. From Seir he journeyed and hid a trap, shamefully to mutilate
those who were faint and weary. Resenting the transfer of his birthright, he intended to
destroy and to sell the holy flock into everlasting slavery. His infamy is engraved with an
iron pen, that he be the first of the nations to be branded with “Remember!” The Almighty
was mindful of Abraham who divided his forces by night, when He caused the wicked root
and branch to fall on slippery ground.
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Because he strangled those who lagged behind, God enjoined that the deeds of Amalek be
remembered.
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The enemy prevailed over the hindmost of the army (Dan), for the sheltering cloud excluded
this tribe.
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But when Amalek will be blotted out, not one shall escape. But God will shield the people
protected and delivered by Him.



X071 WK [God] frustrated the plan of the nations,
Thwarted the intentions of the crafty.
An evil man rose up against us,
An arrogant branch of Amalek’s tree,
Haughty, rich, he dug his own pit.
His hubris became his own snare.
He was trapped in the trap he set for others.
Seeking to destroy, he was destroyed.
Haman shared his ancestors’ hate,
And stirred against children the hostility of brothers.
He did not remember Saul’s act of mercy,

his pity for Agag, through which a new enemy was born.

'The wicked planned to cut off the righteous,
but the impure were defeated by the pure.

[Mordekhai’s] goodness overcame the father’s [Saul’s] error,
but the evil [Haman] piled sin upon sin.
He hid in his heart his cunning schemes,
intent on his evildoing.
He stretched out his hand against God’s holy ones;
he spent his wealth to destroy every memory of them.
When Mordekhai saw the wrath go forth,
and Haman’s decrees issued in Shushan,
he put on sackcloth, wrapped himself in mourning,
decreed a fast and sat on ashes.
“Who will arise to atone for error,
and find forgiveness for our ancestors’ sins?”
A flower blossomed from the palm tree;
Hadassa arose to wake those who slept.
Her servants hastened Haman to come,
to serve him wine with the venom of serpents.
He had risen by his wealth, but fell by his evil.
He made the very gallows by which he was hanged.
All the inhabitants of the world were amazed
When Haman’s ploy (pur) became our joy (Purim).
The righteous was saved from evil hands,
the perpetrator suffered the fate of his intended victim.
They undertook to celebrate Purim,
and to rejoice on it year after year.
You heeded the prayer of Mordekhai and Esther;
and Haman and his sons were hanged on the gallows.

DDy NI 9N B NgY X TN

7‘7m: YAD 1T W SO u»‘w o3

1:’7 & P m")'m yia fo: 3N N3 N
an R 'rmw-l’v vp3 M) 1:‘7’7 923 37
uu:‘v DX T 1Y) MTIN K 3
BN CRES by m’mn: > ’mw am ! m‘n
i 13 kv 'r:‘m o m:-r") oy om

IRDIT 7Y KO PDIT YN, 2K NAw 9 125 1o
) nibyh 200, PN Ni2em iaba v
a nw:'rL) ) 1953 by wita n5w i
9300 1370 AFP RY! 1313710 NI
8T by 2 O ) 1300 W) o v
Avniax i o S e 19:'7 g mm
o ViYY TT0Y e :’71’m Mo Y]

R na mwm‘? ;m’v 1‘7’1:'1 -0l
Py oy ey e ’79:1 g3 1oy
mw‘v 19T 107 M9 92 ban wh ’7: mns o
199 N7 0 iKYy T v’vm Py

e Y 5:: nnw51 o niyh oW 1P
nhnyen by m:u 107, BX1 270 137 I XY

23773 F220 T DAIRYA AMEY A7AY Spw nawiy
RIVRIE ’7:: ompm rm") i Dnpwn

Jaoeinabs nyb m‘v:’ N RoRY 5 i ’7:w m'n'r’v
m-v-t DT TS, "r:mB wpa wx 1 N

1y3 NN O3 ) TASD MK W TN

3% 15t i3 on ‘mwn ‘7: o3 oY ’7: DN

Ipwr v The lily of Jacob rejoiced and was glad,

When, together, they saw Mordekhai robed in royal blue.

You have been their eternal salvation, their hope in every generation;
To make known that all who hope in You will not be put to shame,

All who trust in You will never be humiliated.

Cursed be Haman who sought to destroy me. Blessed be Mordekhai the Yehudi.

Cursed be Zeresh, wife of him who terrified me.
Blessed be Esther [whose actions saved] me.
Cursed be all the wicked; blessed be all Israel.

And may Harbona, too, be remembered for good.




