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This week’s piyyut comes from a Yemenite manuscript belonging to the Kaufmann
collection in Budapest, Hungary—the only Eastern European city whose Jewish residents
kept up their Judaic scholarship in the Communist world. Composed by [n21] 29991 YRINY
(Israel, 10-11 century), they provide several liturgical additions for each Shabbat, including :
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And Yaakov gave bread and lentil stew to Esav. He ate, drank, rose, and went, and Esav
scorned the birthright.
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you small among the nations, quite contemptible.
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In contrast with what his father called him, his big son, and his mother called him her big
son, the Holy One, blessed be He, says: In My eyes, he is small. And our Sages expounded:
small for they have neither script nor language.
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“Ascending and descending it:” From the day God created the world, angels would praise
Him, saying: “Blessed is the God of Israel,” without knowing who Israel was. When Jacob
arrived at Bethel, the angels accompanying him ascended heavenward and said to the
celestial angels: Would you like to see the man in whose name we praise God? Descend
and see him. The angels descended, saw his appearance and said: Surely, this is the form
and feature engraved on the noble throne! Whereupon they all recited: “Blessed is the God

of Israel.”
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Now, please, take up your gear, your quiver and bow, and go to the field and hunt me some
game.
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...because he pursued his brother with the sword, and cast off all pity, and his anger raged
continually, and he kept his wrath forever.
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Hashem said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from your insides will
be divided. One people will overpower the other, and the older will serve the younger".
: DRRPRORPEREN 1Y T (0):1"2 12703
Out of Jacob one shall have dominion and shall destroy the remnant from the city.
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And a prince of the house of Jacob will arise and destroy and consume the remnant that
have escaped from Constantinople, the guilty city, and will lay waste and ruin the rebellious
city, even Caesarea, the strongest city of the Gentiles.
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AND HE WILL DESTROY THE REMNANT OF THE CITY - the most important city of Edom,

and thatis Rome. It is of King Messiah that he is thus speaking...

Esau=Rome
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R. Yehudah bar Ila’i said: Our blessed rabbi would expound on the verse: “The voice
is Yaakov’s voice but the hands are Esau’s hands” [as follows]: The voice of Yaakov
cries out on account of what Esau’s hands did to him at Betar. (Jerusalem Talmud
Ta’anit 4)

e R. Meir punned onthe word DRI (Yeshayahu 34:7, wild oxen) to produce D017
(Romans) and read 117 RWN (Rome) for NNIT RWN (Dumah) in Yeshayahu 21:11.

e R.Shimon bar Yochai is cited as coining a proverb: ap»’Y R11W WY Y1772 N3YD “It
is a well-known axiom: Esav hates Yaakov” (Sifrei Bemidbar 69).

e Onthe Torah’s description of an infant Esav as “admoni” - “ruddy complexion”
(Bereishit 25:25), R. Abba bar Kahana stated: “kulo shofekh damim” - “they are all
bloodthirsty”, and R. Elazar bar Yosi treated the Latin word “senator” as an acrostic
for: 901, DPN RNV (hostile, vindictive, and vengeful).
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Jeremiah prophesied that the Second Temple would be destroyed by the Roman.: D119

Esau=Byzantium
Nistarot Shel Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, a medieval apocalypse, which has been dated to
the era of the Arab conquest of the Land of Israel in the early seventh century. Here is the
pertinent passage from that work:
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The second king of Yishmael will conquer all the kingdoms. He will come to
Jerusalem and there he will bow [to the God of Israel]. He will wage war against the
Edomites [Byzantines] who will flee before him, and he will rule stoutly. He will be a
lover of Israel; he will seal their breaches and the breaches of the Temple; he will
excavate Mt. Moriah and level it all off; [he will summon Israel to construct] the
Temple. In his days, Judah will be saved and the flower of the son of David will
blossom upon it.

A piyyut by Shimon bar Magus (Israel; seventh century), we find the following closing lines,
which take Yitzchak’s blessing to Yaakov (Bereishit 27:28 ff.) as a prophetic prognosis.
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[Yaakov] heard, “they will serve you” and “bow before you” those apparitions. “Be
the master” of the arrogant Edomites. May “those who curse you be cursed” refers
to the Agagite [Haman]. And “those who bless you will be blessed” refers to the
Benjaminite [Mordechai].

Esau=Holy Roman Empire
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Rashi identified the “fourth kingdom” of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision (Daniel 2:40 ff.), whose
downfall would usher in the Messianic Age, with Rome: “In the days of these kings: While
the kingdom of the Romans is extant.”
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A nation of fierce countenance: This is the Kingdom of Rome, to wit: “At the End of Days,
when evildoers perish, there will rise up a king of fierce countenance.”
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| have already noted (Gen. 43:14) that Yaakov’s descent to Egypt [foreshadows] our present
exile at the hands of the fourth creature (Daniel 7:7): evil Rome.
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Magdiel is Rome. This is Rashi’s interpretation, but | find it unintelligible. If we were to say
thatitis a prophecy for the distant future, there were many kings who ruled over Edom until
the Roman Empire. [Furthermore,] Rome is not a chieftain [of Edom], but a large, fearsome
and extremely powerful empire, with no peer among kingdoms.



