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Esther 4:1-3

(1) When Mordecai learned all that had happened, Mordecai tore his clothes
and put on sackcloth and ashes. He went through the city, crying out loudly
and bitterly, (2) until he came in front of the palace gate; for one could not
enter the palace gate wearing sackcloth.— (3) Also, in every province that the
king’s command and decree reached, there was great mourning among the
Jews, with fasting, weeping, and wailing, and everybody lay in sackcloth and
ashes.—
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Genesis 27:33-34

(33) Isaac was seized with very violent trembling. “Who was it then,” he
demanded, “that hunted game and brought it to me? Moreover, I ate of it
before you came, and I blessed him; now he must remain blessed!” (34) When
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Esau heard his father’s words, he burst into wild and bitter sobbing, and
said to his father, “Bless me too, Father!”
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Esther Rabbah 8:1

Rabbi Hanin said: Anyone who says that the All-Merciful is One who forgoes,
his innards will be forgone. He is forbearing, but then collects His due. Know
that Jacob caused Esau to cry one cry, as it is written: “He cried a loud and
bitter cry” [and as a result, Jacob’s descendant, Mordekhai, cried a loud and
bitter cry].
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Genesis 25:34

(34) Jacob then gave Esau bread and lentil stew; he ate and drank, and he rose
and went away. Thus did Esau spurn the birthright.

1’2 TNON

"7 DY NN 172 17237779 9927 727102 T THW 19ya 1201 (1)
Winwny m:bn ‘73: R 0TI ’73 nX -r’mu-l‘? RN Wipa”
DTN 0y


https://www.sefaria.org/Esther_Rabbah.8.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther_Rabbah.8.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.25.34
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.25.34
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.3.6

Esther 3:6

(6) But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone; having been told who
Mordecai’s people were, Haman plotted to do away with all the Jews,
Mordecai’s people, throughout the kingdom of Ahasuerus.
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Esau said to him (Jacob): "Is there really a World to Come, or perhaps a resurrection of the dead? If so, will
Adam, the first man who died, return and come back? Noah, through whom the world was rebuilt—will he
return and come back? Abraham, who was more beloved by God than anyone else—will he return and
come back? Jacob said to him: "If there is no World to Come and no resurrection of the dead, then what do
you need this birthright for? Sell me your birthright today."
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Esau so despised the birthright, he wanted Jacob to take it from him even
without payment, as it is written: "He ate and drank, got up and left, and Esau
despised the birthright."
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Genesis 33:12

(12) And [Esau] said, “Let us start on our journey, and I will proceed at your
pace.”
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Devarim Rabbah 1:20

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman said: When Esau stood with Jacob, Esau said to
him: Jacob my brother, let the two of us walk in this world as one.’
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Genesis 32:25-29

(25) Jacob was left alone. And a figure wrestled with him until the break of
dawn. (26) When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he wrenched
Jacob’s hip at its socket, so that the socket of his hip was strained as he
wrestled with him. (27) Then he said, “Let me go, for dawn is breaking.” But he
answered, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” (28) Said the other,
“What is your name?” He replied, “Jacob.” (29) Said he, “Your name shall no
longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with beings divine and human,
and have prevailed.”
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Bereshit Rabbah 77:3

(3) Rabbi Hama ben Rabbi Hanina said: It was Esau’s guardian angel. That is
what he said to him: “For therefore, I have seen your face, as the sight of the
face of angels, and you welcomed me” (Genesis 33:10).
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Genesis 33:14

(14) Let my lord go on ahead of his servant, while I travel slowly, at the pace of
the cattle before me and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in
Seir.”
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Devarim Rabbah 1:20

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman said: When Esau stood with Jacob, Esau said to
him: ‘Jacob my brother, let the two of us walk in this world as one.” Jacob said
to him: “Let my lord now pass before his servant” (Genesis 33:14). What is
“now pass”? Take your world first...

“Until I will come to my lord, to Se’ir” (Genesis 33:14) — Rabbi Shmuel bar
Nahman said: We reviewed the entire Bible and did not find that Jacob stood
with Esau in Se’ir! When will he go? In the World to Come. From where is this
derived? As itis stated “Saviors will ascend [Mount Zion to judge the
mountain of Esau]” (Obadiah 1:21).

[Israel said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of the universe, until
when will we be subjugated to him?’ He said to them: ‘Until that day will
come, about which it is written: “A star will rise from Jacob, and a scepter will
rise from Israel” (Numbers 24:17) — when a star will emerge from Jacob and
burn the straw of Esau.” From where is this derived? As it is stated: “The house
of Jacob will be fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, [and the house of Esau
for straw...]” (Obadiah 1:18). The Holy One blessed be He said: ‘At that time, I
will cause My kingdom to appear, and [ will reign over you, as it is stated:
“Saviors will ascend Mount Zion....”’]
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Zohar, Vayishlach 10:127

LET MY LORD, I PRAY THEE, PASS OVER BEFORE HIS SERVANT; AND I WILL
JOURNEY ON GENTLY, ETC. R. Eleazar said: ‘This bears out what we said
before, namely, that Jacob did not wish as yet to avail himself of the first
blessings that he received from his father, not one of which had so far been
tulfilled, since he reserved them for the end of days when his descendants
should need them in their struggle against the nations of the world.
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Zohar, Vayishlach 10:12.8

Hence, when Esau said: “Let us take our journey, and let us go”, that is, “let us
share together this world and rule it in partnership”, Jacob replied: “Let my
lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant”, as much as to say: “Have thou
first thy dominion of this world, and I will journey on gently, and reserve
myself for the world to come and for the latter days that flow on gently...
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Zohar, Vayishlach 10:129

until I come unto my lord unto Seir’, i.e. I will endure subjection to thee until
my time will come to rule over the mount of Esau, as it is written: ‘And
saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the
kingdom shall be the Lord’s‘” (Oba. 1, 21).
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Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 37:9

(9) Jacob took all the tithe of his possessions and sent it by the hand of his
servants, and gave it to Esau, saying to them: Say ye || to him, "Thus saith thy
servant Jacob" (Gen. 32:4). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: Jacob !
That which was holy hast thou made profane? He replied to Him: Sovereign of
all worlds ! I flatter the wicked, so that he should not slay me. Hence the (wise
men) say, we may flatter the wicked in this world for the sake of the ways of
peace. Esau said to him: O my brother, I have enough; as it is said, "And Esau
said, [ have enough" (Gen. 33:9). And because he gave honour to Jacob,
therefore the sons of Jacob paid honour to the sons of Esau with the same
expression; as it is said, "Ye have compassed this mountain long enough"
(Deut. 2:8). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: Jacob ! Is it not enough
for thee that thou hast made profane that which is holy? Nay, but I have said,
"And the elder shall serve the younger" (Gen. 25:23); and yet thou hast said,
"Thy servant Jacob" (Gen. 32:4). By thy life ! it shall be according to thy words;
he shall rule over thee in this world, and thou shalt rule over him in the world
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to come. Therefore Jacob said to him (Esau): "Let my lord, I pray thee, pass
over before his servant” (Gen. 33:14).
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Esther 8:3

(3) Esther spoke to the king again, falling at his feet and weeping, and
beseeching him to avert the evil plotted by Haman the Agagite against the
Jews.
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Hosea 12:4-5

(4) In the womb he tried to supplant his brother; Grown to manhood, he
strove with a divine being, (5) He strove with an angel and prevailed— The
other had to weep and implore him. At Bethel [Jacob] would meet him, There
to commune with him.
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Rashi on Hosea 12:5:2

and beseeched him When he said to him, “I will not let you go unless you
bless me” (Gen. 32:26), and the angel was begging him, “Let me go now.
Eventually, the Holy One, blessed be He, will reveal Himself to you in Bethel,
and there you will find Him, and there He will speak with us, and He and I will
agree with you concerning the blessings that Isaac blessed you.” Now that
angel was Esau’s genius, and he was contesting the blessings.
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Shabbat 89b
Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: What is the
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meaning of that which is written: “For You are our Father; for Abraham
knows us not, and Israel does not acknowledge us; You, Lord, are our
Father, our Redeemer, everlasting is Your name” (Isaiah 63:16)? In the
future that will surely come, the Holy One, Blessed be He, will say to
Abraham: Your children have sinned against Me. Abraham will say before
Him: Master of the Universe, if so, let them be eradicated to sanctify Your
name. God said: I will say it to Jacob. Since he experienced the pain of
raising children, perhaps he will ask for mercy on their behalf. He said to
Jacob: Your children have sinned. Jacob said before Him: Master of the
Universe, if so, let them be eradicated to sanctify Your name. The Holy One,
Blessed be He, said: There is no reason in elders and no wisdom in youth.
Neither Abraham nor Jacob knew how to respond properly. He said to Isaac:
Your children have sinned against Me. Isaac said before Him: Master of the
Universe, are they my children and not Your children? At Sinai, when they
accorded precedence to “We will do” over “We will listen” before You,
didn’t You call them, “My son, My firstborn son Israel” (Exodus 4:22)? Now
that they have sinned, are they my children and not Your children? And
furthermore, how much did they actually sin? How long is a person’s life?
Seventy years. Subtract the first twenty years of his life. One is not punished
for sins committed then, as in heavenly matters, a person is only punished
from age twenty. Fifty years remain for them. Subtract twenty-five years of
nights, and twenty-five years remain for them. Subtract twelve and a half
years during which one prays and eats and uses the bathroom, and twelve
and a half years remain for them. If You can endure them all and forgive the
sins committed during those years, excellent. And if not, half of the sins are
upon me to bear and half upon You. And if You say that all of them, the sins
of all twelve and a half years that remain, are upon me, I sacrificed my soul
before You and You should forgive them due to my merit. The Jewish people
began to say to Isaac: You are our father.
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