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3K Let me recall the distress that came upon me; three blows were inflicted

up;)n me in this month. They cut me off, they turned me aside, they afflicted me —
but it is He who has finally made me weary. On the eighth of the month right

and left darkened for me; I marked all three days for fasting. The king of Greece

forced me to write the Law in his language. The ploughmen have ploughed

over my back; they made the furrows long. On the ninth of the month I raged

in shame and disgrace, and my mantle of glory and wreath were taken from me.
The man who gave us the words of Heaven was torn from us on that day - that

was Ezra the Scribe. On the tenth, Ezekiel the son of Buzi the seer was com-
manded, “Write this happening in the scroll, for the remembrance of a people

melted away and disgraced: write this very day.” The tenth was listed last among

the fasts to show the order of the months. My mouth too will gape open with

weeping and wailing. This chronicle of troubles will burn within my heart — as

the fugitive came to me to say “The city has been overthrown.” Because of these

things I have scattered dust over my face. I have spoken of all four — would that

I had shot an arrow through my heart, for these great torments, and dug out my

own grave. The LORD is righteous — for I have rebelled against His word. I have

called Your name as I think regretfully of my troubles. Witness my oppression

and hear the voice of my entreaty. Hear my pleading, please, hasten my salvation.
Do not block Your ears against my sighing, against my cry. > In the month of
Tevet I was greatly stricken. The order of the world changed its course for me. I

was stubborn, I sinned — yet may He reveal His goodness to me; the One who

said to the ocean, this far come, and no further.
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Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of
Hashem came to me, saying, "Son of man, write the name of the day, even of this same
day; the king of Babylon drew close to Jerusalem this same day.”
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It happened in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth month, on the fifth day of the
month, that the fugitive from Jerusalem came to me, saying, "The city has been struck."
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On the eighth of Tevet the Torah was written in Greek during the days of King Ptolemy and
darkness was in the world for three days. On the ninth of it, it was not known who caused
the trouble that happened on it.
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This is very problematic since in the selihot for 10 Tevet it states that on the 9™, Ezra the
Scribe died. This requires considerable analysis.
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Other texts read Ezra and Nehemiah, and so it appears in the first selihah piyyut of 10 Tevet.
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