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Understanding the Significance of the Festival Offerings
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Numbers, chapter 29 verses 12-35

On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, you shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall not work
at your occupations.—Seven days you shall observe a festival of Hashem You shall present a burnt
offering, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to Hashem: Thirteen bulls of the herd, two rams,
fourteen yearling lambs; they shall be without blemish. The meal offerings with them—of choice
flour with oil mixed in—shall be: three-tenths of a measure for each of the thirteen bulls, two-tenths
for each of the two rams, and one-tenth for each of the fourteen lambs. And there shall be one
goat for a sin offering—in addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.

Second day: Twelve bulls of the herd, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the meal
offerings and libations for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one goat for
a sin offering—in addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal offering and libations.

Third day: Eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the meal offerings and
libations for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one goat for a sin
offering—in addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.

Fourth day: Ten bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the meal offerings and
libations for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one goat for a sin
offering—in addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.
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Fifth day: Nine bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the meal offerings and
libations for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one goat for a sin
offering—in addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.

Sixth day: Eight bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the meal offerings and
libations for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one goat for a sin
offering—in addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal offering and libations.

Seventh day: Seven bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the meal offerings
and libations for the bulls, rams, and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one goat for a sin
offering—in addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.

On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn gathering; you shall not work at your occupations. You
shall present a burnt offering, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to Hashem, one bull, one ram,
seven yearling lambs, without blemish; the meal offerings and libations for the bull, the ram, and
the lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one goat for a sin offering—in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.
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Midrash Rabbah (Vilna edition), Pinchas, Parsha 21

“On the eighth [day] you shall have a solemn assembly” (Num. 29:35) —
And you shall bring an elevation-offering, a soothing aroma to the Lord: one bull and one ram.

[A parable:] Like a king who held a feast for seven days and invited all the people of his realm to the
banquet. When the seven days passed, he said to his beloved: “By now we have partaken from all
the people in the land. Let us roll for what you will find — meat, fish, or vegetables.”

So too (says the Holy One, blessed be He) to Israel (Numbers 29): “On the eighth day you shall have a
solemn assembly, roll for what you find: one bull and one ram.”
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Eikha Rabbah (Buber edition, §1):

Rabbi Pinhas said: All those seventy bulls that Israel used to offer during the [festival of] Sukkot were
[brought] corresponding to the seventy nations [so that] the world would not be destroyed on their
account. And once [Israel] was exiled, the nations said: “Who now will offer on our behalf all those
bulls?” As it is said: “In return for my love they oppose me, but | am [all] prayer” (Psalms 109:4).
What is meant by “/ am prayer”? — [It means] that my security lies in prayer.



n"tva
Y NN

1D [1N'0 N2 719 ON1'D NWI9 121N (D21A) NTAXK WITN

('t N" 'wXN1) DNNAR YO PAN R1E'NIY,DNNAX TAD KIN 1D 2TDW DI 7D KON .J7a 2 0o
D'YIDNI MMNXIY QY 1A D' (A" 2" Dw) 'l 'R0 IR N DNNAR )7 MY L PNxt A R
[IUX DI ,NIDION AN DI D'2IPN I'N DM DWYAYWY KX¥IN ANX .0N9 A" ... ('n "7 ow) apy' 790
T21D XINI,0'WAY o0 IkYM ,'T 'whaval 'no'wwalL'o 'wmnar, whanan XM wwar 2" awag ™

;07101 D'VYNNN 2'97 ,071VN N 1721 DTN DY N7'¥'Y "TD ,NINIX D'YAY DNY D71IVN NINIX

Midrash Aggadah (Buber ed., Pinhas, Num. 28:26):

“Bulls, young oxen” — From here [we learn that] every place where “bull” (par) is mentioned, it
corresponds to Abraham, as it is said: “And Abraham ran to the herd” (Genesis 18:7).

A ram corresponds to Isaac, as it is said: “And Abraham went and took the ram” (Genesis 22:13).
Lambs correspond to Jacob, as it is said: “And Jacob set apart the lambs” (Genesis 30:40).

... Thirteen bulls: You find that seventy bulls were offered during the festival of Sukkot: on the first
day, thirteen; on the second, twelve; on the third, eleven; on the fourth, ten; on the fifth, nine; on
the sixth, eight; and on the seventh, seven. Altogether they total seventy.

And this corresponds to the nations of the world, which are seventy nations—so that the Holy One
would save us from their hand and cause them to perish from the world. Therefore they diminish
day by day.
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1 Kings 8:40-43:

(40) So that they may fear You all the days that they live upon the face of the land which You gave to
our fathers. (41) And also concerning the foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but comes from
a distant land for the sake of Your name (42) for they shall hear of Your great name, and of Your
mighty hand, and of Your outstretched arm, when he comes and prays toward this house, (43) then
hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, and act according to all that the foreigner calls to You for; so
that all the peoples of the earth may know Your name, to fear You, as does Your people Israel, and
to know that Your name has been proclaimed over this house that | have built.

11719 In'yy!

DTN 17700 DAY INY™7D D' TY7 17 Di'RT "N DY K NRORY YT N7 0070 1o i (1)

.....

DYDY KR! N7OM
Isaiah 56:6—7:

(6) And the foreigners who join themselves to Hashem to serve Him,

and to love the name of Hashem, to be His servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath from
profaning it, and holds fast to My covenant (7) | will bring them to My holy mountain and make them
joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted on My altar,
for My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.
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Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 10a:

“And he called there in the name of the Lord, the Everlasting Gd” (Genesis 21:33) —

Reish Lakish said: Do not read ‘and he called’ (X1j7'1), rather, ‘and he made [others] call’ (kj741).
This teaches that our father Abraham caused the name of the Holy One, blessed be He, to be
invoked by the mouth of every passerby. How so? After they had ate and drank, they rose to bless
him. He said to them: “Did you eat of mine? You ate of the God of the world’s! Therefore, give
thanks, praise, and bless Him who spoke and the world came into being.
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Masechet Shabbat, Bavli, 21b

The Sages taught: The mitzva of Hanukkah is a light a person, and his household. And the
mehadrin, (a higher level of performing the mitzvot), a light for each and every one in the
household. And the mehadrin min hamehadrin: Beit Shammai say: the first day one kindles eight
there on, gradually decreases. And Beit Hillel say: the first day one kindles one. There on, gradually
increases. Ulla said: two amora’im in the West, Eretz Yisrael, disagreed with regard to this dispute,
Rabbi Yosei bar Avin and Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida. One said that the reason for Beit Shammai:
corresponds to the incoming days. The reason for Beit Hillel: corresponds to the outgoing days.
And one said that the reason for Beit Shammai: corresponds to the bulls of the festival of Sukkot:
The reason for Beit Hillel: One elevates in sanctity and one does not downgrade..

Rabba bar bar Hana said that Rabbi Yohanan said: There were two Elders in Sidon, and one of
them acted in accordance with the opinion of Beit Shammai, and one of them acted in accordance
with the opinion of Beit Hillel. Each provided a reason for his actions: One gave a reason for his
actions: The number of lights corresponds to the bulls of the Festival. And one gave a reason for his
actions: The number of lights is based on the principle: One elevates to a higher level in matters of
sanctity and one does not downgrade.



