
📖 Types of Piyyut (Liturgical Poetry) 
A piyyut is a Hebrew poem written to be added into the synagogue service. It uses biblical 
language, midrashic ideas, and poetic techniques (acrostics, rhyme, wordplay) to enrich 
prayer. 

Main Types of Piyyutim 
Type Where in Prayer When Used Main Theme 
Yotzrot In the blessing of 

רוא רצוי  (before עמש ) 
Festivals, special 
Shabbatot 

Creation, light, 
angels, God’s 
majesty 

Kerovot Inside the Amidah,  Festivals, fast days Redemption, mercy, 
biblical history 

Selichot Special penitential 
services 

Elul, Ten Days of 
Repentance, fast 
days 

Forgiveness, mercy, 
confession 

Kinot After הכיא  on Tish;a 
B’Av 

Tish;a B’Av Mourning for 
Temple and Jewish 
tragedies 

Hoshanot Processions on 
Sukkot 

Sukkot, esp. 
Hoshana Rabbah 

“Save us!” – prayers 
for rain, redemption 

Zemirot Shabbat/holiday 
table songs 

At meals, not in 
synagogue 

Praise of Shabbat, 
Torah, and family 
joy 

The yoz ̣er is combined from several types of piyyut, according to the structure of the 
permanent prayers replaced or embellished by piyyut. The yoz ̣er enjoyed great circulation 
mainly in the second period of Oriental piyyut, between the seventh and eleventh 
centuries. Parallel to the yoz ̣erot, which were intended for Shaḥarit, there are also, during 
this period, piyyutim of Ma`ariv, intended to adorn the blessings before and after the 
Shema in the evening service. This type of piyyut, however, was never widely employed. 

The kerovot divide into a number of secondary categories, according to the types of 
Amidah to which they are attached: the kerovah of the daily Amidah is called kerovat 
Shemoneh Esreh because of the 18 blessings in that Amidah; that of Musaf or Ma’ariv 
Amidah for Sabbaths and the holy days is called shiv`ata because of the seven blessings 
in these Amidot; while that of the Shaḥarit Amidah of the Sabbath and holy days, which 
include a kedushah, is called kedushata (in ancient EreẓIsrael, kedushah was said on Sab-
baths and festivals only in the Shaḥarit service). Each of the types of kerovah has its own 
structural characteristics. The kerovah, mainly the kedushata, is thought of as the 
dominant type of ancient piyyut. 

The zulat was designated for inclusion right after the Shema`(hence, aka emet) but was 
deferred to follow ךתלוז םיהלא ןיא . 
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WHO is like You  who destroyed the unjust after ten generations, and 

WHO compares to You  who judges tyrants with ten arrows 

None is like You and None compares to You. 

WHO is like You  who heated them for twelve months, and 

WHO compares to You who oppressed them for twelve months 

None is like You and None compares to You. 

WHO is like You  who erased through a flood of water 

WHO compares to You who drew them into a torrent of water 

None is like You and None compares to You. 

WHO is like You  whose sovereignty was declared by the flood’s survivors  

WHO compares to You who was coronated by the survivors of the split waters 

None is like You and None compares to You. 
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Haftarah of Parashat No’ah (Isaiah 54) 

In this chapter, Isaiah likened the Jewish people in their exile to a childless woman whose 
barrenness has been reversed.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 ךל-ךל תשרפ

 )'ל:א"י תישארב( .דלָוָ הּלָ ןיאֵ הרָקָעֲ ירַשָׂ יהִתְּוַ .1

 תישארב( .וֹתּשְׁאִ הקָבְרִ רהַתַּוַ הוָהֹיְ וֹל רתֶעָיֵּוַ אוהִ הרָקָעֲ יכִּ וֹתּשְׁאִ חכַנֹלְ הוָהֹילַ קחָצְיִ רתַּעְיֶּוַ .2
 )א"כ:ה"כ

 )א"ל:ט"כ תישארב( .הרָקָעֲ לחֵרָוְ הּמָחְרַ תאֶ חתַּפְיִּוַ האָלֵ האָוּנשְׂ יכִּ הוָהֹיְ ארְיַּוַ .3

 )ב:ג"י םיטפוש( .הדָלָיָ אTוְ הרָקָעֲ וֹתּשְׁאִוְ חַוֹנמָ וֹמשְׁוּ ינִדָּהַ תחַפַּשְׁמִּמִ העָרְׇצּמִ דחָאֶ שׁיאִ יהִיְוַ .4

 לאומש( .הלָלָמְאֻ םינִבָּ תבַּרַוְ העָבְשִׁ הדָלְיָ ]הנח[ הרָקָעֲ דעַ וּלּדֵחָ םיבִעֵרְוּ וּרכָּשְׂנִ םחֶלֶּבַּ םיעִבֵשְׂ .5
 )ה:'ב א

 .'ה רמַאָ הלָוּעבְ ינֵבְּמִ המָמֵוֹשׁ ינֵבְּ םיבִּרַ יכִּ הלָחָ אT ילִהֲצַוְ הנָּרִ יחִצְפִּ הדָלָיָ אT הרָקָעֲ ינִׇּר .6
 )א:ד"נ והיעשי(

 )ותמבי לע אבה - ו קרפ( א דומע דס ףד תומבי תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 ר"א .םיקידצ לש ןתלפתל הואתמ ה"בקהש ינפמ ?םירוקע וניתובא ויה המ ינפמ :קחצי ר"א 
 ךכ ,םוקמל םוקממ האובתה ךפהמ הז רתע המ ?רתעכ םיקידצ לש ןתלפת הלשמנ המל :קחצי

 .תונמחר תדמל תונזגר תדממ ה"בקה לש ויתודמ תכפהמ םיקידצ לש ןתלפת

R. Yitzkah said: Why were our ancestors barren? Because God yearns for the prayers of the 
righteous. R. Yitzhak said: Why are the prayers of the righteous compared to a pitchfork? 
Just as a pitchfork moves grain from one place to another, so do righteous prayers move 
God’s attributes from anger to compassion. 

 םרָבְאַ ארָיתִּ לאַ רמֹאלֵ הזֶחֲמַּבַּ םרָבְאַ לאֶ 'ה רבַדְ היָהָ הלֶּאֵהָ םירִבָדְּהַ רחַאַ  )א( ו"ט תישארב
 ןבֶוּ ירִירִעֲ dלֵוֹה יכִנֹאָוְ ילִ ןתֶּתִּ המַ םי-לא 'ה םרָבְאַ רמֶאיֹּוַ )ב( .דאֹמְ הבֵּרְהַ eרְכָשְׂ dלָ ןגֵמָ יכִנֹאָ
 .יתִאֹ שׁרֵוֹי יתִיבֵּ ןבֶ הנֵּהִוְ ערַזָ התָּתַנָ אT ילִ ןהֵ םרָבְאַ רמֶאיֹּוַ )ג( .רזֶעֶילִאֱ קשֶׂמֶּדַּ אוּה יתִיבֵּ קשֶׁמֶ
 .eשֶׁרָייִ אוּה eיעֶמֵּמִ אצֵיֵ רשֶׁאֲ םאִ יכִּ הזֶ eשְׁרָייִ אT רמֹאלֵ וילָאֵ 'ה רבַדְ הנֵּהִוְ )ד(
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Just who is accursed ירורא ) ) ? 

 )הרש ייח תשרפ( טנ השרפ )קבלא-רודואית( הבר תישארב

 .)'ח בי עשוה( "]בהֵאָ קושעל[ המרמ ינזאמ ודיב ןענכ" ד"הה 'וגו ]ילוא דבעה וילא רמאיו[ )ה(
 קושעל .היואר הניא וא היואר ותב תא לקושו בשוי היהש ,המרמ ינזאמ ודיב .רזעילא הז ,ןענכ
 התא רורא :ול רמא ,יתב תא ול ןתאו ילא דע :ול רמא .קחצי הז םלועה בוהא קושעל ,בהא
  .ךורבב קבדימ רורא ןיאו ךורב ינבו

“The servant said to him:” This relates to “Canaan holds deceptive weights in his hand to 
cheat a beloved one.” Canaan is Eliezer. Holds deceptive weights, he used to weigh 
whether his daughter was worthy. To cheat a beloved, to cheat the most beloved in the 
world, namely Isaac. He {Eliezer] said to him [Abraham]: Turn to me and I will give him my 
daughter [in marriage]. He replied: You are cursed; my son is blessed; and an accursed 
cannot join with one blessed.  

 

 

 

 )ךל ךל תשרפ( דמ השרפ )קבלא-רודואית( הבר תישארב



 וילע תקקוש ושפנש טול הז ,יתיב קשמ ןב :ארמיז ןב יסוי 'ר םשב רזעל 'ר ,'וגו יתיב קשמ ןבו
  .לא ינרזעו קשמד דע םיכלמ יתפדר וליבשבש ,רזעילא קשמד אוה .ינשריל
 וידי לעש רזעילא קשמד אוה ,יתיב רב ,יתיב קשמ ןב :ארפק רב םשב )רמא( שיקל ןב ןועמש 'ר
 רשע הנמש ותיב ידילי[ "ויכינח תא קריו" 'נש ,ומש היה רזעילאו .קשמד דע םיכלמ יתפדר
  .ח"יש רזעילא ןיינמ )די די תישארב( ]תואמ שלשו

“The steward of my household:” R. Lazar… R. Yosi ben Zimra said: This is Lot, who is 
obsessed with inheriting me. He is [called] Eliezer of Damascus because it was on his 
account that I pursued the kings to Damascus, and God [El] assisted me [ezer]. 

R. Shimon ben Lakish… Bar Kapra said: The steward of my household, the master of my 
house, is Eliezer the Damascene, who accompanied me in pursuit of the kings to 
Damascus. Eliezer the Damascene was his name, to wit: “He gathered his retainers, boirn 
to his household, three-hundred and eighteen,” and the numerical value of Eliezer is 318. 

 

Dictionary of the TalmudJastrow:  
 )ךל ךל תשרפ( דמ השרפ )קבלא-רודואית( הבר תישארב

 .םהרבאל תרי אל ,הטיל טול 

Accursed Lot will not inherit Abraham. 

 

 


