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BEN ASHER, BEN NAFTALI, & THE ALEPPO CODEX

MAIMONIDES
(7:1) NN 901 AN PY2aN On

Since | have seen great errors in all the scrolls | D500 Y52 %173 VIW TRV 199 *
have examined in this regard, and since the NMONN MY 19, YR DT TRV
Masoretes who have written... on open and mMmnan YNnY PIanm pamav
sealed portions disagree—as do their source
documents—I have seen fit to list here all the
portions of the Torah, sealed and open, and the

. 7NN NYWIA Y NN 2IN2Y TR
form to be taken by the poemsin order to

.
correct all other scrolls and so that they may be  ’ MYV N MmPAnt M DeR
used for proofreading. 1IN 019N 93 DYYY 1pNY 11D
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The book upon which we have relied in these RN YR D272 PHY 1INDY 19D
matters is the welknown book inEgypt that 9919 RINY DMIXN PITN 190N
contains [all] twentyfour [biblical] books, which for NY , D80 DIVPY NYIIR
many years served inJerusalem for proofreading 1NN NN DAY NNIN DYV
other books. Everyone relied on it because it was 199 1P HON PN PHYY ,Dra0N
proofread byBen Asher who examined it minutely DNV 12 PTPT IVR 12 NNV
over many years and proofed it many times, as it has N3, M7 DNYA NAM NN
been recorded. | [also] relied on it for the purpose 77NN 9902 MIND VOHW PPNV
of the Torah scroll that | wrote according to . IN2515 MIANdY
Halakhah.




* Current scholarship posits that the “welkknown book’ to which Maimonides was referring is
the Aleppo Codex (eterAram Zova), a fully vocalized and punctuated manuscript of the entire
ana at reposed for an extendedperiod of ime in the Syrian city of Aleppo, to which i
was brought—in the 14" century—by David HaNagid a descendant of Maimonides. It was
thought to have been destroyed during the antiJewish riots of 1948, but most of it
subsequently resurfaced and has since been published in a facsimile edition, with a portion on
display in the Israel Museunis Shrine of the Book, alongside the Dead Sea Scrolls.

* A singular contribution to its identification with the manuscript described by Maimonides was
made by Moshe Goshen-Gottstein, who had the perspicacity to realize that a discrepancy
between theAllepo Codex and Maimonides stipulation of the number of lines contained in
the Song of Ha'azinu (Deuteronomy 32) was due to a misprint in published editions of
MishnehTorah See:Keter ’Aram Zova’: Mesaro ve-Nikkedo RabbiAharon ben Asher; Hu ha-Sefer
she-'Alav Samakh ’Adonenu ha-Rambam (Jerusalem:Magnes Press, 1976).
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The form of the Song ofHa’azinu: NOYW Y2 WIRN NPV NN
Every single line has a space in its INR NPT PYNRI W DOV
middle equal to that of a sealed XY ANINON AYIN NN
portion, so that every line is divided DRYY NPISN NV 93
ik MLV DYIVI MR PAMN
It is written in 70 (seventy) lines, 595 WRIIY MNN n 1583
and these are the words that begin VWY DO

each of the lines:
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