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Megillah 10b:18

§ The Gemara cites prologues utilized by various Sages to introduce
study of the Megilla: Rabbi Yonatan introduced this passage, the
book of Esther, with an introduction from here: “For I will rise up
against them, says the Lord of hosts, and cut off from Babylonia
name, and remnant, and offspring [#in], and posterity, says the
Lord” (Isaiah 14:22). “Name,” this is the writing of ancient
Babylonia that will disappear from the world. “Remnant,” this is the
language of ancient Babylonia. “Offspring,” this is their kingdom.
And “posterity,” this is Vashti.
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Daniel 2:31-39

(31) “O king, as you looked on, there appeared a great statue. This
statue, which was huge and its brightness surpassing, stood before
you, and its appearance was awesome. (32) The head of that statue
was of fine gold; its breast and arms were of silver; its belly and
thighs, of bronze...(36) “Such was the dream, and we will now tell the
king its meaning. (37) You, O king—Xking of kings, to whom the God
of Heaven has given kingdom, power, might, and glory; (38) into
whose hands He has given men, wild beasts, and the fowl of heaven,
wherever they may dwell; and to whom He has given dominion over
them all—you are the head of gold. (39) But another kingdom will
arise after you, inferior to yours; then yet a third kingdom, of bronze,

which will rule over the whole earth.
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Jeremiah 25:12
(12) When the seventy years are over, I will punish the king of
Babylon and that nation and the land of the Chaldeans for their sins

—declares GOD—and I will make it a desolation for all time.
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Pesachim 94a:13
(Nevuchadnezzar was a) wicked man, son of a wicked man, the
disciple in corruption of Nimrod the wicked, who caused the

entire world to rebel against Me during his reign.
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Inscription commissioned by Nebuchadnezzar (605-562 BCE)
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Genesis 10:8-10

(8) Cush also begot Nimrod, who was the first mighty figure on
earth. (9) He was a mighty hunter by the grace of 111’; hence the
saying, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter by the grace of (10) ”.117° The
mainstays of his kingdom were Babylon, Erech, Accad, and Calneh

in the land of Shinar.
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Esther Rabbah 3:2
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“And women govern them” — four women assumed dominion in the
world: Jezebel and Atalya from Israel, and Shemiramit and Vashti

from the nations of the world.
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Vayikra Rabbah 19:6

What was the name of Nebuchadnezzar’s wife? Rav Huna said: Her
name was Shemiram. Rabbi Avin said: Her name was Shemiramot.
The Rabbis say: Her name was Shemiraam, because she was born in

thunder.
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Ninus seated beside Semiramis, Johann Martin Priesler, 1755
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Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 24:5

Nimrod said to his people: Come, let us build a great city for
ourselves, and let us dwell therein, lest we be scattered upon the face
of all the earth, as the first people (were). Let us build a great tower in
its midst, ascending to heaven, for the power of the Holy One,
blessed be He, is only in the water, and let us make us a great name

on the earth, as it is said, "And let us make us a name" (Gen. 11:4).
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Genesis 11:1-9

(1) Everyone on earth had the same language and the same words.
(2) And as they migrated from the east, they came upon a valley in
the land of Shinar and settled there. (3) They said to one another,
“Come, let us make bricks and burn them hard.”—Brick served them
as stone, and bitumen served them as mortar.— (4) And they said,
“Come, let us build us a city, and a tower with its top in the sky, to
make a name for ourselves; else we shall be scattered all over the
world.” (5) M7’ came down to look at the city and tower that
humanity had built, (6) and M7 said, “If, as one people with one
language for all, this is how they have begun to act, then nothing
that they may propose to do will be out of their reach. (7) Let us,
then, go down and confound their speech there, so that they shall not
understand one another’s speech.” (8) Thus 717 scattered them from
there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the
city. (9) That is why it was called Babel, because there M
confounded the speech of the whole earth; and from there M7

scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
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Bereshit Rabbah 38:6

Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Yohanan, Rabbi Elazar says: “And common
speech [udvarim ahadim)” — obscured speech [diburim ahudim]. The
[sinful] acts of the generation of the Flood are stated explicitly, while
the [sinful] acts of the generation of the Dispersion are not stated

explicitly.
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Genesis 9:19
(19) These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole

world branched out.

12

T WRID
annswny iwhh W ankaRa oviag 2R 17791 APRA ()
:0iAa

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/622062.1 ?lang=bi& with=all&lang2=bi 10/20



2/2/25,6:12 PM

YIMPNN SX¥NX TNI 'NN?

Genesis 10:5
(5) From these the maritime nations branched out. [These are the
descendants of Japheth] by their lands—each with its language—

their clans and their nations.
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Genesis 10:20
(20) These are the descendants of Ham, according to their clans and

languages, by their lands and nations.
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Genesis 10:32
(32) These are the groupings of Noah’s descendants, according to their
origins, by their nations; and from these the nations branched out

over the earth after the Flood.
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Rashi on Genesis 6:17:2

921 A FLOOD — so called because it cast everything into confusion
(%93)...(Babylon) is called, also, Shinar ("1): because all those who
died through the Flood were shaken out (YW11) into it (Shabbat
113b).
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Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 24:6-8

(6) ...If a man fell and died they paid no heed to him, but if a brick
fell they || sat down and wept, and said: Woe is us ! when will another
one come in its stead? (7) And Abraham, son of Terah, passed by, and
saw them building the city and the tower, and he cursed them in the
name of his God, as it is said, "Swallow up, O Lord, divide their
language" (Ps. 55:10).
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Midrash Tanchuma, Noach 18:13

He looked down upon them and scattered them, as is said: Thence
did the Lord scatter them (Gen. 11:9). He rebuked them, saying: You
declared Lest we be scattered over the entire earth; therefore you shall be

scattered over the face of the earth.
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Pesachim 87b:21
Rabbi Yohanan said: (God exiled Israel to Babylonia) because He

sent them to their mother’s house.
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Esther 1:3-8

(3) in the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all the officials
and courtiers—the administration of Persia and Media, the nobles
and the governors of the provinces in his service. (4) For no fewer
than a hundred and eighty days he displayed the vast riches of his
kingdom and the splendid glory of his majesty. (5) At the end of this
period, the king gave a banquet for seven days in the court of the
king’s palace garden for all the people who lived in the fortress
Shushan, high and low alike. (6) [There were hangings of ] white
cotton and blue wool, caught up by cords of fine linen and purple
wool to silver rods and alabaster columns; and there were couches of
gold and silver on a pavement of marble, alabaster, mother-of-pearl,
and mosaics. (7) Royal wine was served in abundance, as befits a king,
in golden beakers, beakers of varied design. (8) And the rule for the
drinking was, “No restrictions!” For the king had given orders to

every palace steward to comply with each man’s wishes.
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Megillah 12a:11

The verse states: “In the court of the garden of the king’s palace”
(Esther 1:5). He sat them in the courtyard and opened two

entranceways for them, one to the garden and one to the palace.
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Megillah 12a:15

The verse concludes: “And dar and soharet” (Esther 1:6). The
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught a baraita: This means that he
proclaimed a remission for all the merchants, absolving them from
paying their taxes, understanding that the word dar derives from

deror, freedom, and soharet from soher, merchant.
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Megillah 12a:18

The verse states: “None did compel” (Esther 1:8). Rabbi Elazar
said: This teaches that each and every guest at the feast was poured
a drink from wine of his own country, so that he would feel entirely

free, as if he were in his home country.
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Rashi on Esther 1:8:4

To satisfy each individual’s desire. For each one his desire.

272¢R NON

APTRY APTRTOR TRd NPTRTIRTIN D00 MY (29)
in22 M thx-9o N iniwhs ayy ay-hy) Aan3
{5} iny 1IwDD 927m

Esther 1:22
(22) Dispatches were sent to all the provinces of the king, to every

province in its own script and to every nation in its own language,
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that every man should wield authority in his home and speak the

language of his own people.
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Esther 3:12

(12) On the thirteenth day of the first month, the king’s scribes were
summoned and a decree was issued, as Haman directed, to the king’s
satraps, to the governors of every province, and to the officials of
every people, to every province in its own script and to every people
in its own language. The orders were issued in the name of King

Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s signet.
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Esther 8:9

(9) So the king’s scribes were summoned at that time, on the twenty-
third day of the third month, that is, the month of Sivan; and letters
were written, at Mordecai’s dictation, to the Jews and to the satraps,
the governors and the officials of the one hundred and twenty-seven
provinces from India to Nubia: to every province in its own script
and to every people in its own language, and to the Jews in their own

script and language.
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Ezra 2:1-2

(1) These are the people of the province who came up from among
the captive exiles whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had
carried into exile to Babylon, who returned to Jerusalem and Judah,

each to his own city, (2) who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua,
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Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai,
Rehum, Baanah: The list of the men of the people of Israel:
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Mishnah Shekalim 5:1

These are the officials who served in specific positions in the
Temple:...Petahya was responsible for the pairs of birds, i.e., the
turtledoves or pigeons, brought by a zav, a zava, a woman after
childbirth, and a leper. Incidentally, the Gemara mentions: Petahya
is Mordecai from the book of Esther. And why was he called
Petahya, which resembles the word for opening [pezah]? The reason
is that he would open, i.c., elucidate, difficult topics and interpret
them to the people, and because he knew all seventy languages

known at the time.
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Bartenura on Mishnah Shekalim 5:1:5
121 2727 Mo 7AW" — This is Mordecai Bilshan that came up [to the
land of Israel] from the Diaspora, and he is called this because he

mixed up many languages.

Created with o SefCI I'ia

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/622062.1 ?lang=bi& with=all&lang2=bi 20/20



