From Flame to Faith: What the Hanukkah Lights Teach Us About Our Service of Hashem

Gilla Rosen

1. Shabbat 22a
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Rabba said: It is a mitzva to place the Hanukkah lamp within the handbreadth adjacent to
the entrance. And where, on which side, does one place it? There is a difference of opinion:
Rav Aha, son of Rava, said: On the right side of the entrance. Rav Shmuel from Difti said: On
the left. And the halakha is to place it on the left so that the Hanukkah lamp will be on the
left and the mezuza on the right.

2. Bereshit Rabba 68:12
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“He dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth, its top was reaching the heavens, and
behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it” (Genesis 28:12).

“Behold, a ladder” —this is the ramp; “was set on the earth” —this is the altar; “you shall make
for Me an altar of earth” (Exodus 20:21). “Its top was reaching the heavens” — these are the
offerings whose fragrance reaches the heavens. “Behold, the angels of God” — these are the
High Priests; “were ascending and descending on it” — as they ascend and descend on the
ramp. “And, behold, the Lord was standing over him” (Genesis 28:13) - “l saw the Lord standing
upon the altar” (Amos 9:1).

The Rabbis interpret it regarding Sinai. “He dreamed, and behold, a ladder” - this is Sinai. “Was
set [mutzav] on the earth” — “they stood [veyityatzvu] at the foot of the mountain” (Exodus
19:17). “Its top was reaching the heavens” — “the mountain was burning with fire to the heart of
the heavens” (Deuteronomy 4:11).

..., “behold, a ladder” - this is Sinai. The letters of this equals the letters of that.

... “And behold, the angels of God” - this is Moses and Aaron. “Ascending” - “Moses ascended
to God” (Exodus 19:3). “And descending” —this is Moses “Moses descended” (Exodus 19:14).
“Behold, the Lord was standing over him” (Genesis 28:13) - “the Lord descended upon Mount
Sinai to the top of the mountain” (Exodus 19:20).



3. Mishna Bava Kama 6:6

DIND N7 DY 017)1,0'217) MYIA 12YI DY [1YY NIDY 702 220 ,i7'TN] Y'Y9D NNAN KYY Y2
NI TN 20 .20 2100 ,¥IN2N 7 10 049D 200 7030 V2,000 DR 7Tl a0 7Y N 1T

1109 P20 M2

If a spark emerged from under the hammer of a blacksmith and started a fire, causing
damage, the blacksmith is liable for the damage caused. If a camel that was laden with flax
was passing through the public domain, and its flax extended into a store and the flax
caught fire from a lamp belonging to the storekeeper, and as a result of the burning flax the
camel set fire to the building, the owner of the camel is liable. But if the storekeeper placed
his lamp outside, thereby causing the flax on the camel to catch fire, and consequently the
building was set on fire, the storekeeper is liable.

Rabbi Yehuda says: If it was a Hanukkah lamp, the storekeeper is exempt, since it is a mitzva
for a Hanukkah lamp to be placed outside.

4. Shulchan Arukh 418:12
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And if the storekeeper placed his lamp outside he is obligated to pay ... and even ifitwas a
Hanukkah lamp for he should have sat and guarded it and made sure that it did no damage.

5. Ethics of the Fathers 1:
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Shimon the Righteous was one of the last of the men of the great assembly. He used to say: the
world stands upon three things: the Torah, (the Temple) service, and the practice of acts of
hessed (lovingkindness).

6. Shabbat21b
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The Sages taught: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each day to have a light kindled by a
person, the head of the household, for himself and his household. And the mehadrin, i.e.,
those who are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, kindle a light for each and every one
in the household. And the mehadrin min hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous, adjust
the number of lights daily. Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree as to the nature of that
adjustment. Beit Shammai say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on,
gradually decreases the number of lights until, on the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one
light. And Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from there on, gradually
increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles eight lights.



7. Sefat Emet on Hanukkah
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Why do we we have a practice of Mehadrin on Hanukkah? Because we wanted so badly to
perform a mitzvah that we were exempt from...

8. Shabbat21b
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Ulla said: There were two amora’im in the West, Eretz Yisrael, who disagreed with regard to
this dispute, Rabbi Yosei bar Avin and Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida. One said that the reason for
Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the incoming days, i.e.,
the future. The reason for Beit Hillel’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the
outgoing days.

And one said that the reason for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights
corresponds to the bulls of the festival of Sukkot: Thirteen were sacrificed on the first day and
each succeeding day one fewer was sacrificed (Numbers 29:12-31). The reason for Beit
Hillel’s opinion is that the number of lights is based on the principle: One elevates to a higher
levelin holiness and one does not downgrade.

9. Sefat Emet on Hannukah
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A fire both burns things away and gives light. Bet Shammai focuses on the burning, the
movement away from wrongdoing. Bet Hillel thinks that if one continually increases the
yearning and excitement in the service of God the negative will take care of itself. Both paths -
whether one keeps adding or subtracting — are “the words of God” as long as one directs one’s
heart to God.

10. Mishna Menahot 13:11
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It is stated with regard to an animal burnt offering: “A fire offering, an aroma pleasing to the
Lord” (Leviticus 1:9), and with regard to a bird burnt offering: “A fire offering, an aroma
pleasing to the Lord” (Leviticus 1:17), and with regard to a meal offering: “A fire offering, an
aroma pleasing to the Lord” (Leviticus 2:2). to say to you that one who brings a lot, and one
who brings a little, have equal merit, provided that he directs his heart toward Heaven.






