NIv MM

The Ancient Triennial Cycle (Eretz Yisrael)
Historical Background
e This system was practiced in ancient Palestine, especially in the Land of Israel
during the Second Temple and early rabbinic periods.
¢ |In contrast, the Babylonian Jewish communities used the annual cycle, dividing
the Torah into 54 parashot (weekly portions) — the system that eventually became
standard everywhere.
Structure
e The Torah was divided into about 154-167 smaller sections, known in rabbinic
sources as sedarim (sing. seder).
e Each sederwas read on Shabbat morning, completing the Torah in roughly three
and a half years.
Sources
e The Jerusalem Talmud (Megillah 4:1, 75a) refers to this system:
“The people of the land of Israel complete the Torah in three years, while those in Babylonia
complete it every year.”
¢ Medieval references (e.g., by Megillat Ta’anit commentators and Maimonides)
confirm that this triennial cycle continued in some communities into the 8th-9th

centuries.
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Characteristics
¢ The divisions did not necessarily align with the later Babylonian parashot.
¢ Readings often began or ended at natural narrative or legal junctures, so the weekly
readings were unequal in length.
e Festivals and special Sabbaths had their own designated readings, interrupting the
sequence when necessary.
Demise
¢ Overtime, the Babylonian annual cycle became universal, probably due to
Babylonian influence on liturgy and halakhic standardization.
¢ Bythe Geonic period (8th-9th centuries), the annual cycle was dominantin all
Jewish communities.
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Avraham took another wife whose name was Keturah
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This is Hagar. She was named Keturah because her deeds were as beautiful
(sweet) as incense (Bereshit Rabbah 61), and because she tied her womb and
did not consort with any man from the day she separated from Avraham.
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R. Levi bar Hayta said: [Hagar] conceived from the first act of intercourse... R. Hanina bar
Pazi said: These summer onions are neither weeded nor planted; they grow all by
themselves. Wheat, however, just how much pain and effort [must be invested] until it

grows?!
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