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Yannai (Hebrew: ")) was an important payyetan who lived in the late fifth-early sixth
century in the Galilee in Israel (Byzantine-Palestina Syria). Sometimes referred to as the
"father of piyyut," his poetry marks the beginning of the Classical Period of piyyut that
ranged from the fifth-eighth centuries. He was the first poet of piyyut to sign his name in an
acrostic, to use end-rhyme, and to write for weekly services (not just for the High Holidays
and particular festivals).

Yannai wrote essentially two kinds of kerovot:

(1) The kedushta, a poem for the Sabbath Shaharit (morning service) based on the first
three benedictions of the Amidah and dealing with the biblical portion of each Sabbath.
The third kedushta contains Yannai's name in an acrostic; it also alludes to the haftarah of
the relevant biblical portion;

(2) The shiv™ ata, for the Musaf of Sabbaths and festivals, based on seven benedictions of
the Amidah (the first three and the last three being always included).

Although Yannai was renowned and influential during his time (he influenced the

poet Eleazar haKaliri), by the Middle Ages, much of his poetry had disappeared from the
prayer book. Excepting a few poems, Yannai's work was essentially lost until its rediscovery
in the Cairo Genizah. Medieval rabbi Ephraim of Bonn records a story in which Yannai
became jealous of the great success of his student Eleazar haKaliri, and killed him by
hiding a scorpion in his sandal, and for this reason Yannai's piyyutim are not recited in
prayers. However, Ephraim himself cast doubt on the reliability of the story.
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Shlomo Suleiman alSanjari (Israel, 9" century?)
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17918 NYR is an alphabetic seliha composed by a paytan named Yehudah (Byzantium, 8™
century?), whose name (plus ptn) appears in the acrostic of the closing stanzas. Itis
recited by Ashkenazim during Musaf of Yom HaKippurim and by Sephardim on Tish™ a b’Av.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVABdtkNEQM

