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[Judah said:] If | draw my sword, | will begin with you and conclude with Pharaoh your
master. Had he said: ‘| will begin with Pharaoh, [Joseph] would have left him alone. Since
he said: ‘| will begin with you, [Joseph] signaled to Manasseh, who stamped one foot and
the entire palace quaked. [Judah] said: ‘This is a stamp from Father’s household.” When he
saw that matters were thus, he began speaking gentle words — “my lord asked”
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When Joseph the righteous seized Benjamin and said to his brothers: “The man in whose
hand the goblet was found, he shall be my slave [and you, go up in peace to your father]”
(Genesis 44:17), Judah said to him: ‘Benjamin, you are seized; can there be peacein
Father’s household?’ Immediately, Judah grew angry and roared in a loud voice. His voice
traveled four hundred parsangs, until Hushim son of Dan heard and leapt from the land of
Canaan and came to Judah. Both of them roared and the land of Egypt was on the verge of
being upended...“The teeth of the young lions are broken” (Job 4:10) — these are Joseph’s
warriors. When Judah grew angry, the teeth of all of them fell out... What did Joseph do at
that moment? That stone pillar upon which he was seated, he kicked it and rendered it a
heap of pebbles. At this Judah was astonished and said: ‘This one is mightier than | am.’ At
that moment, Judah grasped his sword and sought to draw it from its scabbard, but it would
not be drawn for him. Judah said: ‘This one must be a God-fearing man; thatis why itis

stated: “Wisdom will fortify the wise”’ (Ecclesiastes 7:19).
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Eretz Yisrael, mid-8" century. He lived in 8793, a suburb of Tiberias, and was cited by
Se  adyah Gaon (882-942). His piyyutim show a mastery of rabbinic literature and poetic
sophistication and cover a wide range of opportunities and eventualities from ordinary

weekdays to Rosh Hodesh, Shabbatot and Hagim. They include ,mny’pn ,maxy manp
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Haftarah of VaYigash: Judah and Joseph; Ending Sibling Rivalry

Ezekiel 37:15-28

15-17: Introducing the Vision
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and write upon it: For Judah, and for .
the children of Israel his companions; V?Q N1 R n'?z?" nan
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Israel his companions; (17) and join
them for thee one to another into one
stick, that they may become one in
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wooden slate (for writing)=yy
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Our Rabbis taught, The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the Messiah, the son of David
(May he reveal himself speedily in our days!), ‘Ask of me anything, and | will give it to thee’,
as itis said, “l will tell of the decree” etc. “This day have | begotten thee, ask of me and | will
give the nations for thy inheritance.” But when he sees that the Messiah the son of Joseph is
slain, he will say to Him, ‘Lord of the Universe, | ask of Thee only the gift of life’. ’As to life’,
He would answer him, ‘Your father David has already prophesied this concerning you’, as it
is said, “He asked life of thee, thou gavest it him” [even length of days for ever and ever].



