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Israel divided into four factions at the sea. One was for plunging into the sea; another, for
returning to Egypt; another for warring against them; another, for crying out against them.
To those who were for plunging into the sea, it was said: "Stand ready to see the salvation of
the Lord.” To those who were for returning to Egypt, it was said: "For as you see Egypt this
day, you shall see them no more, forever." To those who were for warring against them, it
was said: "The Lord will fight on your behalf." To those who were for crying out against them,
it was said: "And you shall be silent."
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This instructs us that they were divided into three camps at the sea. One said: “Let us wage
war,” one said: “Let us drown in the sea,” and one said: “Let us return to Egypt.” The one that
said wage war was told: “The Lord will fight for you.” The one that said to drown was told:
“Stand by and witness the Lord’s salvation.” Thise that said to return to Egypt were told: “As
you have seen the Egyptians today, you shall never again see them.”

Philo: Antiquities X:3

Then did the children of Israel sever their counsels into three divisions of

counsels, because of the fear of the time. For the tribe of Ruben and of Isachar and of
Zabulon and of Symeon said: Come, let us cast ourselves into the sea, for it is better for us
to die in the water than to be slain of our enemies. And the tribe of Gad and of Aser and of
Dan and Neptali said: Nay, but let us return with them, and if they will give us our lives, we
will serve them. But the tribe of Levi and of Juda and Joseph and the tribe of Benjamin said:
Not so, but let us take our weapons and fight them, and God will be with us.
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R. Meir said: When the Israelites stood by the Red Sea, the tribes strove with one another,
each wishing to descend into the sea first. Then sprang forward the tribe of Benjamin and
descended first into the sea; as itis said: “There is little Benjamin their ruler” — read not
rodem [their ruler] but rad yam [descended into the sea]. Thereupon the princes of Judah
hurled stones at them; as it is said: The princes of Judah their council. For that reason the
righteous Benjamin was worthy to become the host of the All-Powerful, as it is said: He
dwelleth between his shoulders. R. Judah said to [R. Meir]: That is not what happened; but
each tribe was unwilling to be the first to enter the sea. Then sprang forward Nahshon the
son of Amminadab and descended first into the sea.
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