The Test of Victory: From Judges to the Maccabees'
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1: Chosen leaders
Judges 4:4-7
(4) Deborah, wife of Lappidoth, was a prophetess; she
led Israel at that time. (5) She used to sit under the
Palm of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel in the
hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites would come
to her for decisions. (6) She summoned Barak son of
Abinoam, of Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The
LORD, the God of Israel, has commanded: Go, march
up to Mount Tabor, and take with you ten thousand
men of Naphtali and Zebulun. (7) And | will draw
Sisera, Jabin’s army commander, with his chariots and
his troops, toward you up to the Wadi Kishon; and |
will deliver him into your hands.”

Judges 6:11-16
(11) An angel of the LORD came and sat under the

terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the
Abiezrite. His son Gideon was then beating out wheat
inside a winepress in order to keep it safe from the
Midianites. (12) The angel of the LORD appeared to him
and said to him, “The LORD is with you, valiant warrior!”
(13) Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is
with us, why has all this befallen us? Where are all His
wondrous deeds about which our fathers told us, saying,
“Truly the LORD brought us up from Egypt’? Now the LORD
has abandoned us and delivered us into the hands of
Midian!” (14) The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this
strength of yours and deliver Israel from the Midianites. |
herewith make you My messenger.” (15) He said to Him,
“Please, my lord, how can | deliver Israel? Why, my clan is
the humblest in Manasseh, and | am the youngest in my
father’s household.” (16) The LORD replied, “I will be with
you, and you shall defeat Midian to a man.”
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2: Overwhelming odds

Judges 4:2-3

(2) And the LORD surrendered them to King Jabin of
Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. His army commander
was Sisera, whose base was Harosheth-goiim. (3) The
Israelites cried out to the LORD; for he had nine
hundred iron chariots, and he had oppressed Israel
ruthlessly for twenty years.

| Samuel 17:4-7

(4) A champion of the Philistine forces stepped
forward; his name was Goliath of Gath, and he was
six cubits and a span tall. (5) He had a bronze
helmet on his head, and wore a breastplate of
scale armor, a bronze breastplate weighing five
thousand shekels. (6) He had bronze greaves on his
legs, and a bronze javelin [slung] from his
shoulders. (7) The shaft of his spear was like a
weaver’s bar, and the iron head of his spear
weighed six hundred shekels; and the shield-
bearer marched in front of him.

Judges 6:1-5

(1) Then the Israelites did what was offensive to the
LORD, and the LORD delivered them into the hands of
the Midianites for seven years. (2) The hand of the
Midianites prevailed over Israel; and because of
Midian, the Israelites provided themselves with
refuges in the caves and strongholds of the
mountains.- (3) After the Israelites had done their
sowing, Midian, Amalek, and the Kedemites would
come up and raid them; (4) they would attack them,
destroy the produce of the land all the way to Gaza,
and leave no means of sustenance in Israel, not a
sheep or an ox or an ass. (5) For they would come up
with their livestock and their tents, swarming as thick
as locusts; they and their camels were innumerable.
Thus they would invade the land and ravage it.
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3: (Un)evening the odds
Judges 7:2-7
(2) The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many troops
with you for Me to deliver Midian into their hands;
Israel might claim for themselves the glory due to Me,
thinking, ‘Our own hand has brought us victory.’ (3)
Therefore, announce to the men, ‘Let anybody who is
timid and fearful turn back, as a bird flies from Mount
Gilead.””< Thereupon, 22,000 of the troops turned back
and 10,000 remained. (4) “There are still too many
troops,” the LORD said to Gideon. “Take them down to
the water and | will sift them for you there. Anyone of
whom | tell you, ‘This one is to go with you,’ that one
shall go with you; and anyone of whom | tell you, ‘This
one is not to go with you,” that one shall not go.” (5) So
he took the troops down to the water. Then the LORD
said to Gideon, “Set apart all those who lap up the
water with their tongues like dogs- from all those who
get down on their knees to drink.” (6) Now those who
“lapped” the water into their mouths by hand
numbered three hundred; all the rest of the troops got

down on their knees to drink. (7) Then the LORD said to
Gideon, “l will deliver you and | will put Midian into your
hands through the three hundred ‘lappers’; let the rest
of the troops go home.”
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4: Shaping memory with words

Judges 5:1-5

(1) On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang:
(2) When locks go untrimmed- in Israel,

When people dedicate themselves—

Bless the LORD!

(3) Hear, O kings! Give ear, O potentates!

| will sing, will sing to the LORD,

Will hymn the LORD, the God of Israel.

(4) O LORD, when You came forth from Seir,

Advanced from the country of Edom, The earth trembled;
The heavens dripped, Yea, the clouds dripped water, (5) The
mountains quaked—

Before the LORD, Him of Sinai, Before the LORD, God of
Israel.
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5: An ending and a beginning

Exodus 15:13-18

(13) In Your love You lead the people You redeemed,;
In Your strength You guide them to Your holy abode.
(14) The peoples hear, they tremble; Agony grips the
dwellers in Philistia. (15) Now are the clans of Edom
dismayed; The tribes of Moab—trembling grips them;
All the dwellers in Canaan are aghast. (16) Terror and
dread descend upon them; Through the might of Your
arm they are still as stone—Till Your people cross over,
1", Till Your people cross whom You have ransomed.
(17) You will bring them and plant them in Your own
mountain, The place You made to dwell in, 17', The
sanctuary, O my lord, which Your hands established.
(18) 11" will reign for ever and ever!

Judges 5:7
(7) Deliverance ceased, Ceased in Israel, Till you

arose, O Deborah, Arose, O mother, in Israel!
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6. Shaping memory with items

Judges 8:22-27

(22) Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over
us—you, your son, and your grandson as well; for you
have saved us from the Midianites.” (23) But Gideon
replied, “I will not rule over you myself, nor shall my son
rule over you; the LORD alone shall rule over you.” (24)
And Gideon said to them, “I have a request to make of
you: Each of you give me the earring he received as
booty.” (They had golden earrings, for they were
Ishmaelites.) (25) “Certainly!” they replied. And they
spread out a cloth, and everyone threw onto it the
earring he had received as booty. (26) The weight of the
golden earrings that he had requested came to 1,700
shekels of gold; this was in addition to the crescents and
the pendants and the purple robes worn by the kings of
Midian and in addition to the collars on the necks of their
camels. (27) Gideon made an ephod of this gold+ and set
it up in his own town of Ophrah. There all Israel went
astray after it, and it became a snare to Gideon and his
household.
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7. Memory and choices
Shabbat 21b:10 *:2 N”D naw
The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights 1723 :1127 1107 271230 "N7
kindled on Hanukkah? The Gemara answers: The Sages N2InR 123377 °ni 17003
taught in Megillat Ta’anit: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev, the N‘?'ﬂ k! 'I'DOD’? N?’l’ RERYS
days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on them 1012V 1in2 niaynay
and one may not fast on them. What is the reason? When DI 93 IR0 Y09 0
the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled all the oils ' ' ;
that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And when the
Hasmonean monarchy overcame them and emerged
victorious over them, they searched and found only one
cruse of oil that was placed with the seal of the High Priest,
undisturbed by the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil T ,
there to light the candelabrum for only one day. A miracle it OJ 13 "'WS-ZJ."’C.'?S av
occurred and they lit the candelabrum from it eight days. IR '-”Wb oK .‘mmp 1370
The next year the Sages instituted those days and made 0°210 O°R7 DINWY) DIV
them holidays with recitation of hallel and special TINTIM 2973
thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.
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